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Member spotlight: Janet Peppler and Jerry Gadette support the
community through their generosity
One could say that Janet Peppler of
Grosse Pointe was born to give back to
Ascension St. John Hospital.
That’s because she was one of the first
babies delivered there when it originally
opened, before construction had even
been completed. Janet has photos of
her mother carrying her down the steps
of the hospital’s original entrance.
Through the years, Janet and her
husband Jerry Gadette have seen
Ascension St. John develop into a place
their family, friends and neighbors rely
on for outstanding medical care.
“We’ve always been impressed with
the care Ascension St. John provides
and the continuous updates to ensure
it remains a progressive, state-of-theart hospital,” said Janet, owner of the
Peppler Agency, a third-generation
business specializing in personal lines
insurance. “As life evolves and you do
well, the time comes when you want to
pay it forward and support the things
that mean something to you. Ascension
St. John feels personal to us.”
Several years ago, Janet and Jerry made
a planned gift commitment naming
Ascension St. John as a beneficiary of
a 401(k) retirement account. They also
joined the McQuade Society.

“It’s very reassuring as McQuade
members to know we’ll be personally
greeted at the hospital in the event of
a stressful emergency situation,” Janet
said. “The extra care members receive
gives us peace of mind.”
“McQuade Society benefits are
unparalleled,” Jerry said. “The ability to
call 24/7 and have someone respond
who is professional, supportive and
takes care of your healthcare needs
promptly is unheard of in business
today. I recently needed an MRI. When
I tried making the appointment myself,
I was told it would be weeks before I
could get in. One call to Beth Carter and
I had my appointment the next day.”
Jerry said he often encourages friends
to consider joining the McQuade
Society so they, too, can have access to
the services available to members.
A former three-sport professional
athlete (baseball, softball and golf),
Jerry had a 32-year career in the motion
picture industry as a scenic artist. He
worked on 97 feature films before
retiring in 2002 and moving back to
Michigan. Among his film credits are
Back to the Future II and III, Star Trek IV,
and Vegas Vacation.
Jerry didn’t just meet actors
professionally; he formed friendships

Janet Peppler and Jerry Gadette

with Jack Nicholson, Burt Reynolds,
Billy Crystal and others. Jerry often
provided golf lessons to the stars, and
he continued playing after returning
to Michigan. He temporarily shelved
his clubs a few years ago after having
rotator cuff surgery — one on each
shoulder in consecutive years — at
Ascension St. John. The surgeries went
well, and Jerry has resumed hitting the
links. In fact, he was the nonmedical
staff winner of the Ascension St. John
Medical Staff/GUILD Golf Outing the
past two years.
Besides supporting Ascension
St. John, Janet and Jerry also contribute
generously to Detroit Dog Rescue.
Continued on page 2
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A gift that spans generations

Member spotlight continued from page 1

With children ages 10, 8, 7 and 2, a McQuade Society
membership made a perfect Christmas gift for Alicia and
Marty Krall of Grosse Pointe Farms.

Janet is president of this nonprofit organization, which helps
abused, abandoned and orphaned dogs. Her passion for
making a difference in the lives of these dogs reflects in the
Detroit Dog Rescue’s operations.

Longtime Ascension St. John Hospital supporters and
McQuade members Walter and Sally Cytacki gifted their
grown children Alicia and Michael with memberships in 2014.
“Going to the emergency room with a sick child at 2 a.m. is
a lot easier with a McQuade membership,” said Alicia, who
is vice president of her father’s company, Michigan Marine
Terminal. “One call to Beth Carter paves the way for prompt
medical care.”
Alicia said her family’s close relationship with Ascension
St. John began with her brother’s premature birth and care in
the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU).
“I’ve developed a soft spot for the hospital where my family
has received excellent care through the years,” Alicia said.
“All of my children were born at Ascension St. John.”
Following in her parents’ footsteps, Alicia became a board
member of the Fontbonne Auxiliary and The Holley Institute,
which screens all newborns at Ascension St. John for hearing
loss. The Institute also offers programs for children and
adults with hearing or vision impairments.
“My family truly believes in all Ascension St. John has to
offer,” Alicia said. “I encourage people to gift a McQuade
membership to their children, grandchildren or someone
who would benefit from its outstanding services. The
membership benefits outweigh the contribution.”

“Like Ascension St. John, Detroit Dog Rescue is dear to our
hearts,” Janet said. “We are saving lives on a different level
but still providing rescue to the furry ones who can’t speak
for themselves. We’re Detroit’s only no-kill shelter. We foster,
train and adopt out these dogs. And believe me, they know
when they’ve been given a second chance.”
Janet and Jerry encourage their relatives, friends and
neighbors to contribute to the organizations that stir their
passions.
“It’s important that people think about their legacy and about
what they’ve worked so hard to achieve,” Janet said. “People
who have the means to give back to the community are
enhancing it for everyone.
“For us, Ascension St. John represents the community that’s
been so meaningful to us. The hospital is a tremendous
medical resource right in our own backyard.”
You can make a difference in the health of those in
your community, leave a legacy and even achieve tax
savings by making a planned gift. If you have included,
or would like to include, Ascension Southeast
Michigan in your estate plans or wish to learn more,
please call 313-343-7480 or 248-465-5000.

New cards coming your way
The McQuade Society membership cards and brochures
have been updated to reflect the new Ascension names.
When you receive your new items in the mail, please discard
old cards and use your new ones when accessing our services.
Keep the brochure for reference or share it
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The Krall family (left to right): Marty, William, Alicia, with Martin in front
of her and Henry on her lap, and Caroline
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McQuade Society membership entitles you to
complimentary valet parking and 24/7 access to
a Donor Relations professional at
Ascension St. John
Hospital.
3402285550009 (1/2
/19)
Please call 313-343-4600 for assistance.

.

Person
al heal
th serv
for As
ices
censio
n St. Jo
Hospi
hn
tal be
nefact
ors

McQuade Times • Winter 2019 • Page 3

Event honors McQuade Society members
The McQuade Society reception last fall gave
Ascension Southeast Michigan leaders the chance
to pay tribute to you — our most loyal supporters.
McQuade members were introduced to Joseph
Cacchione, MD, CEO, AMG & Ministry Market
Executive, Ascension Michigan. Bob Hoban,
President, Ascension St. John Hospital, shared
news about:
•

Advances in stroke and trauma care

•

The hospital’s Level 1 Trauma Center status

•

The new Emergency Behavioral Health Unit

•

The new GUILD Coffee Shop and renovated
center hub area

•

The Surgical and Pediatric Services expansion

Here is a sampling of event photos. For more
photos, visit: flickr.com/photos/sjpfoundations/
albums/ and look for the 2018 McQuade Society
Reception album.

Sharon Burke, Jacquelyn Stieler, Jackie Thoreson and
Mary Lamparter

Cynthia and Jeff Littmann, Mary Beth and John Jagger, and Dr. Steven Minnick and
Patricia Minnick

Karen Loosvelt and Ann Claire Van Ash

Beline Obeid and Malcolm Hanson (rest
in peace)

Michelle and Maurice Taylor Jr.

Michael Cytacki and Jordyn Sessel

Raymond Cracchiolo and
Christi Cracchiolo Small

Anthony Soave and Peter Ahee

Beth Carter; Brant Russell, Chief Operating Officer,
Ascension St. John Hospital; and Jean Meyer, Chief
Operating Officer, Ascension Michigan

(Standing) Alex Potter and Leslie Potter;
(seated) Alexandra Mackey and Thomas Mackey
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New McQuade Society members

Membership reminder

Please welcome the following new members to the McQuade Society. They joined
our exclusive group of loyal benefactors between Sept. 29, 2017, and Jan. 15, 2019.

Membership in the McQuade
Society is available to our most
loyal supporters to thank them
for their generous commitment
to Ascension St. John Hospital.
Beth Carter is available to
members to help them navigate
their health services to ensure
their complete satisfaction when
using the hospital.

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Adamo

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Huebner

Mr. and Mrs. Steven J. Basile

Dr. and Mrs. William G. Jennings

Drs. Carolyn and Gary Berg

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Kachadourian

Mr. and Mrs. William Boyle

Dr. John A. Knapp and
Dr. Carole Kowalczyk

Dr. James A. Brown
Justin and Emery Buccellato
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Buck
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Champion
Mrs. Patricia A. Connelly
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Cracchiolo
Mr. Mark Cracchiolo
Mr. Matthew J. Cracchiolo
Dr. Peter T. Cracchiolo Jr. and
Mrs. Leah Cracchiolo

R. M. Lewicki and Pamela Lewicki
Mr. and Mrs. Michael LoVasco
Raymond and Delores Mabarak
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Mackool
Mr. Mark C. Manardo
Nadine and William Mott Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Mulder
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Poirier
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel N. Roma

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond DeBates

Dr. and Mrs. Edward W. Schervish

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Fowler

Anne Schneider, MD

Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Gabel

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Vallee

Mrs. Caroline R. Gray

Paul and Cheryl Vantol

Please remember, services are
for members only. You may refer
friends to us for membership
if they wish to enjoy member
privileges.
Memberships can also be gifted
to others such as your adult
children or friends. Please ask us
how!
Thanks to your assistance,
McQuade membership has
grown. When you refer your
friends and family, it is the
highest compliment. To make
it easier to share information
about how to qualify for
membership, details are located
at stjohnprovfoundations.org/
mcquade-society and in
brochures (call 313-343-7480).

In memory of
The following McQuade members passed away in 2018. With deepest sympathy,
we remember:
Randall Agley

Eleanor Staub

Gregory Arutunian

Charlotte Ulmer

Malcolm P. Hanson

Art Van Elslander

William E. Lacey
Please note: If you know of a member who passed away, please contact us at
313-343-7480 so we can update our records. We may not hear of a loss firsthand
or see the death notice.

Ascension St. John Foundation
t 313-343-7480
Beth Carter
t 313-343-4602
stjohnprovfoundations.org/
mcquade-society

