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New outpatient centers
specialize in senior care
Inpatient units focus on
unique senior needs
Campus grows with
community
New cancer program
created by patient’s
vision
Services help
hard of hearing
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New centers to offer specialized evaluations and care for seniors
The number of people age 65 and older
in the United States is increasing at a
rate of 10,000 per day. It is projected
that nearly 20 percent of the population
in Michigan will be over 65 by the year
2030, compared to 12.8 percent in
2010. To serve our aging population
better, St. John Providence (SJP) is
adding new facilities and services
designed to meet the unique needs of
seniors.
With the help of generous philanthropic support, two new outpatient
Senior Assessment for Independent
Living Centers (SAIL) are being
created, one on the east side and
one on the west.
The Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Senior
Assessment for Independent Living
Center will open soon in a space
adjoining the St. John Medical Center
- Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Campus in Grosse
Pointe. The Rose Family Senior
Assessment for Independent Living
Center will open in early 2016 on the
Providence-Providence Park Hospital,
Novi Campus.
The Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation
recently awarded two grants totaling
$2 million to St. John Hospital &
Medical Center (SJHMC). The first
$1 million will support the new SAIL
Center in Grosse Pointe. The other
$1 million will support a new Acute

Care of the Elderly Unit within the
hospital (see “Inpatient units” story).
Both facilities will be named in honor of
Mr. Wilson, a proud metro Detroiter,
well-known philanthropist and former
owner of the NFL’s Buffalo Bills, who
passed away in 2014.
The Wilson gifts are part of a series of
one-time grants made through the
Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation’s
transitional legacy program. The
recipients are organizations Mr. Wilson
cared about and funded historically
through his philanthropy. SJHMC is
the first organization in Michigan to
receive gifts as part of this initiative.
“We are proud to support St. John
Hospital & Medical Center and continue
my husband’s commitment to this
incredible organization and the people
of southeastern Michigan,” said Mary
Wilson, wife and Ralph C. Wilson Jr.
Foundation Trustee. “The collaboration
between our organizations will continue
to serve a critically important population.”
The Rose family has donated
$500,000 to support the expansion of
services at Providence-Providence Park
Hospital, Novi. The new SAIL Center at
this campus will be named in honor of
the Rose family, who own Edward Rose
& Sons, a real estate development and
management company. Rose Senior
Living, a division of Edward Rose &

Sons, is also developing a senior living
community on the Novi Campus in
partnership with St. John Providence
and the city of Novi. (See “Novi
Campus” story.)
“We are so pleased to be a part of the
expansion of the hospital campus,
where we are opening our senior living
community and will now have our name
associated with the SAIL Center,” said
Warren Rose, Chief Executive Officer,
Edward Rose & Sons.
Both SAIL Centers will offer comprehensive, multidisciplinary evaluations
and treatment plans for complex,
elderly patients with signs of cognitive
impairment and/or functional decline
in daily living activities. Evaluations will
be performed in a single location with
one appointment, eliminating the need
to see multiple practitioners in different
places or times.
Studies have indicated that utilizing a
SAIL can result in significant improvements in seniors’ quality of life and
independence. The American Geriatrics
Society recommends comprehensive
geriatric assessments for patients at
high risk of hospitalization or nursing
home placement, those with impairments
in daily living activities or experiencing
age-related conditions such as falls,
incontinence, dementia and more.

Above: Representatives from the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation and St. John Providence celebrated the announcement of the $2 million granted
to SJHMC. Pictured at the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Campus are (l-r): Eugene Dryker, Mary Owen, Jeff Littmann and Mary Wilson—Life Trustees of
the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation, with Susan Mooney-Smith, BSN, MBA, HJB-BC, Director of Patient Care Services, SJHMC; Jean Meyer,
President and CEO, SJP; Gene LoVasco, Board Chair, St. John Health Foundation; Bob Hoban, Interim President, SJHMC, and Senior Vice
President for Strategy and Business Development and Centers of Excellence, SJP; and Susan Burns, President, SJP Foundations.
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Inpatient units meet unique needs of seniors
As part of St. John Providence’s growing emphasis on senior
care, the health system is enhancing specialized inpatient
units at its hospitals to provide patients age 65 and older
with an improved care environment.
Acute Care of the Elderly (ACE) Units address the unique
needs of this growing population with a focus on safety,
mobility, independence, management of geriatric symptoms,
and prevention of the loss of physical and mental abilities.
The units are conducive to healing while promoting mobility
and functionality so patients are more likely to return home
to the quality of life they enjoyed prior to hospitalization
rather than going to a nursing home.
Like the Senior Assessment for Independent Living Centers,
the Acute Care of the Elderly (ACE) Units were funded by
generous philanthropic support and capital dollars.
At St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital (SJMOH), Warren,
renovations were completed on the 27-bed ACE Unit in July.
The transformation was made possible with the help of
$177,000 in philanthropic support from the SJMOH
Volunteer Auxiliary, associates, physicians, board and
community members through the “Care of the Older
Adult” campaign. A geriatric education endowment for
SJMOH was also established from the donations to support
education and training for the ACE Unit’s multidisciplinary
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staff, directly benefiting
the health and wellbeing of the patients.
At St. John Hospital &
Medical Center, a
$1 million grant from
the Ralph C. Wilson Jr.
Foundation is supporting the relocation,
renovation and enhance- Mahmoud Al-Hadidi, MD, made a
generous gift to the SJMOH ACE Unit
ments of the ACE Unit
in honor of his mother and received
to provide a more
special recognition at the nursing
optimal setting for
station.
seniors. This grant is one
of two from the Wilson Foundation; the other $1 million
grant is supporting the Ralph C. Wilson Senior Assessment
for Independent Living Center (see “New centers” story).
The new inpatient unit at SJHMC will be called the Ralph C.
Wilson Acute Care of the Elderly Unit to honor the late Mr.
Wilson, a well-known philanthropist and businessman.
Features of the ACE Units include:
•

overnight accommodations for family members

•

geriatric-specific equipment and furniture (i.e.,
walkers with seats, raised toilet seats, shower chairs,
beds with adjustable height to ease transfer/increase
mobility, and pressure ulcer prevention mattresses)

•

other environmental enhancements such as softer
lighting, non-slip/non-glare flooring, large-faced
clocks and motion-activated nightlights

•

a day room, where patients can socialize, watch
TV/movies, play games and listen to music

•

a community resource center, with information on
care of the elderly

Additional support is needed for further ACE Unit
enhancements and training at SJMOH. To make a gift,
please contact Sherry Augustine, 313-343-7481.
To support the SJHMC ACE Unit, call
Kelly Oliver, 313-343-7702.
Taking part in the ribbon-cutting for SJMOH’s ACE Unit were: Terry
Hamilton, SJMOH President; Sr. Charlotte Huetteman, Pastoral Care;
Marilyn Cito, RN, Director of Nursing Education & Inpatient Nursing,
ACE Unit; Marilyn Kay, Volunteer; Gemma Dixon, RN, Clinical Nurse
Manager, ACE Unit; and Grace Quiogue, RN, ACL.
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Novi Campus expands, with donor support, to better serve the community
Growth campaign benefits Providence-Providence Park Hospital, Novi
Since the opening of Providence-Providence Park Hospital (PPPH), Novi, the attractive 200-acre campus has been the
destination for healthcare for thousands of families in metro Detroit’s western suburbs.
The Novi Campus began in 1991 as an outpatient center, followed by the addition of the Assarian Cancer Center, a medical
office building, the Novi Orthopaedic Center and Staybridge Suites hotel. A $229 million investment, including $8.6 million
raised from philanthropy, enabled the creation of the inpatient hospital in 2008.
A consistent increase in emergency department visits, births, surgeries, orthopedic procedures and other services has
created a demand for additional growth for the campus to meet community needs. Several expansion projects have been
completed while others have launched or will soon be under way.
In 2014, a major phase of physical expansion began, both inside the hospital and across campus. Some projects are
collaborations with expert partners, such as Rose Senior Living, DaVita Kidney Care and Novi Wellness. Others are funded
solely with health system operating dollars.
To support the growth efforts, an expansion campaign for PPPH-Novi is seeking to raise $4.7 million, of which $3.2 million
has been secured. Gifts will support the hospital expansion, an orthopedics growth initiative, the Van Elslander Surgical
Innovation Center, improvements to the Pediatrics Unit and launching of the new Senior Assessment for Independent
Living Center, to be named for the Rose family in recognition of their $500,000 contribution (see “New centers” story).
Above: Peter Karadjoff, President, PPPH-Novi; Sister Xavier Ballance, DC, Special Advisor to the President, PPPH; Warren Rose, Chief
Executive Officer, Edward Rose & Sons; and Michael Wiemann, MD, FACP, President, PPPH-Southfield, and Senior Vice President, St. John
Providence, dig in at the groundbreaking of the Rose Senior Living community, one of many growth efforts on the Novi Campus.

Spirit of Giving

3

Fall 2015

Hospital expansion
The hospital’s design included room for growth in undeveloped
space on the 5th and 6th floors. With patient volumes
exceeding expectations, the first significant expansion has
taken place. In June, 32 private patient rooms opened on the
5th floor, bringing the total hospital bed count to 264. The
new area is dedicated to orthopedic surgical patients and
other medical surgical patients as needed. A 14th operating
room was also added in the remaining operating theater
space, and the Inpatient Pharmacy and Post Anesthesia
Care Unit were renovated. These projects total 32,000
square feet of new construction.

Other developments
The Van Elslander Surgical Innovation Center, which opened
in February, features a $3.5 million bio-skills training facility,
with classroom and lab space to train surgeons and medical
staff on new surgical technologies and procedures. This
endeavor was made possible by Art Van Elslander’s multiyear gift to the St. John Providence neuroscience programs.
In July, groundbreaking took place for the Livingston County
Ambulatory Center, 20 miles west of the Novi Campus. This
facility will serve Howell, Brighton and surrounding communities and attract patients to PPPH-Novi.

In October, the hospital launched a process to become
certified as a Level II Trauma Center. This important
designation requires trauma surgeons on call 24/7/365 as
well as other medical staff, a quality assessment program
and trauma prevention programs.

Campus construction
The Novi Campus has two significant construction projects
under way. The first site will feature the DaVita Novi Kidney
Center, scheduled to open in summer 2016; the center will
feature 21 dialysis stations and six rooms for home dialysis
therapy training. The second site is the future home of a
Rose Senior Living community, which will have 182 units—
69 independent, 75 assisted living and 38 memory care.
Groundbreaking took place Oct. 14 for this community,
expected to open in summer 2017.
All of these programs and facilities are helping to realize the
vision of physicians, leaders, donors and community
members for a comprehensive healthcare campus for the
fast-growing western suburbs. Philanthropy continues to
help make campus growth a reality. To learn how you can
assist, please call Jim Dauer, 248-465-5006.

Sister Xavier Way honors her longtime devotion to hospital
Sister Xavier Ballance, DC, was recently honored with a road
named for her on the campus of Providence-Providence Park
Hospital (PPPH). To recognize her commitment to paving the
way in the western suburbs for St. John Providence and making
connections across the communities, the connecting road
between the Novi hospital and the new Rose Senior Living
facility is called Sister Xavier Way. Now serving as Special
Advisor to the President, PPPH, Sister Xavier began her tenure
with the hospital long before it was part of St. John Providence
and Ascension. From 1975-1986, she was President of ProvidenceProvidence Park Hospital, Southfield Campus, and was
instrumental in the establishment of the Novi Campus. Over
the years, she served as Chair of the Providence Board, Vice
Chair of the St. John Health Board, was on the steering
committee responsible for the formation of Ascension Health,
and much more…all leading down the road via Sister Xavier Way!
Peter Karadjoff, President, PPPH-Novi, pays tribute
to Sister Xavier at the naming of her own road.
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Couple increases estate gift after receiving compassionate care
“We have come to believe that the most profitable investment, and the one which brings perhaps the greatest return,
the highest honor and the most powerful sense of accomplishment, is the investment of charity.” ~Mickey Stern
Max (Mickey) and Judith Deborah Stern embarked on their
longstanding relationship with St. John Providence over 36
years ago with the birth of their first daughter.

staff. In October, they provided yet another gift, this time
because of the exceptional care provided to their dear
cousin, Leslee.

A few years ago Mickey reached out to longtime friend
Joseph Salama, MD, after suffering a fall at Detroit Metro
Airport. Dr. Salama, an orthopedic surgeon at ProvidenceProvidence Park Hospital (PPPH), operated on Mickey’s
ankle, bringing about a full recovery. In honor of Dr. Salama’s
expertise and the care Mickey received, the Sterns provided
a generous planned gift in support of the orthopedic program
at PPPH-Novi. Their gift qualified them for membership
in the Providence Society, a special service for SJP’s most
loyal donors.

“We learned at a young age the significance and joy of
giving to others,” the Sterns said. “We believe the world
rests on charity and charitable deeds. We hope and pray
our children, Michelle and Natalie, follow in our footsteps
and that they will internalize our ideals and principles and
recognize the importance of community service and giving
to charitable causes.”

Just a few years later, the Sterns reached out to the
Providence Society for assistance prior to procedures at
PPPH. After receiving heartfelt, personal attention from a
Providence Foundation associate, Debbie and Mickey
doubled their planned giving intentions. Again, they chose
to support the orthopedic program at the Novi hospital,
which is undergoing expansion as part of the campus
growth plan.
The Sterns made a conscious decision to support the hospital and help other patients because of the devotion of the

Mickey and Debbie recently retired after owning a successful wholesale and retail furniture business, Moss & Associates,
Inc., in Dearborn, for 40 years. Debbie has since opened
Room for a Prince and Princess, an upscale shop featuring
children’s furniture and accessories in Boca Raton, FL,
followed by the opening of Beautiful Beginnings, a specialty
baby boutique in Southfield. The Sterns hope to operate
these businesses successfully so they can continue to give
back to the community.
The Sterns’ generosity is an inspiration to their two children,
four grandchildren, the community and the St. John Providence
family. “God has been good to us and we have to be good in
return,” Debbie said.

Above: Debbie and Mickey Stern in Beautiful Beginnings, their Michigan shop.
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Patient’s vision leads to creation of gastric cancer program
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The Jerome F. Williams Gastric Cancer Program was established
because of the vision of one patient, Jerry Williams, his wife Anne
Marie and their beloved physician Richard Berri, MD. Sharing a
passion to provide a place of encouragement, renewed strength and
healing of body, mind and soul, they wanted to create this patient/
family-centered program to help families facing cancer.
The program at St. John Hospital & Medical Center’s (SJHMC) Van
Elslander Cancer Center (VECC) offers support and promising care
to those afflicted with gastric cancer by utilizing a dedicated team
of specialized physicians and personal navigators to ensure each
patient and family has a full understanding and all the necessary
resources.
As Jerry, who was Vice President/Co-founder of PRISM Plastics, Inc.,
battled gastric cancer for two years, he never gave up. Faith, hope
and love for his family and friends were his motivators until he died
in August 2014. Throughout his cancer journey, Jerry’s focus was not
on himself but on how he could help others. After having his stomach
removed and undergoing treatment, he continued working and
found time to comfort others. Jerry often spent time visiting other
patients who needed the empathy of someone who had been
through the experience. He and Anne Marie also developed a close
relationship with Dr. Berri, Director of Surgical Oncology, VECC.
The Williamses wanted to make a significant gift to SJHMC to show The Williams family: (back) Amber, Anne Marie and Jerry;
their support for the physicians and the care they received. While
(front) Hannah and Nathan
their donation was not in place before Jerry’s death, Anne Marie and
the Williams’ children, Amber, Nathan and Hannah, made the transformational gift in 2015 to establish the Jerome F. Williams
Gastric Cancer Program to fulfill Jerry’s vision. The gift is a testament to the highest-quality, compassionate care of Dr. Berri.
“Jerry and I had talked about our vision,” Anne Marie said. “When Jerry passed away, I had no doubt we were to make it
happen. This is what we were meant to do. There will always be a void with Jerry gone, but the best way to accept it is to help
other people and make their cancer experience more positive.”
The program will enhance quality of care, improve outcomes and increase patient satisfaction through the assistance of a
nurse navigator and additional administrative positions.
“If anything can be called Jerry’s legacy, it is hope,” Anne Marie said. “On his roughest days, he didn’t give up; he’d pray,
‘Jesus bring me peace.’ Jerry’s hope and Dr. Berri’s passion made our journey bearable; that is what we want for others.”

Golf outing supports cancer program
PRISM Plastics’ Vice Presidents/Co-founders Gerry Phillips and Rod Bricker turned their annual company golf
outing into a fundraising event to celebrate Jerry’s memory and benefit the Jerome F. Williams Gastric Cancer
Program. The Jerry Williams Shootout for the Cure, held Aug. 28 at St. Clair Golf Club, raised approximately
$32,000. PRISM Plastics covered all expenses for the event, so 100 percent of funds raised benefited the program.
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Individuals with hearing loss need your support
One of the premier destinations in the Midwest for those
afflicted with hearing loss, The Holley Institute offers a wide
array of audiology services and education, mentoring and
support services to assist individuals who are deaf, deaf/
blind or hard of hearing reach their fullest potential. This
subsidiary of St. John Providence was created in 1993 by
Ardis Gardella, whose son is hearing impaired, and William
Rice, MD, a retired otologist.

The Holley Institute operates on an annual budget of
approximately $400,000, with over 60 percent of its
funding from private donations. An endowment with a
corpus of $940,172 helps fund the programs. There is now
a goal to grow this endowment to $4 million. Endowment
proceeds would cover approximately half of the Institute’s
annual expenses. Meeting this goal will help preserve
existing programming for future generations.

Each year, approximately 3,500 newborns at St. John
Hospital & Medical Center receive hearing screenings by
specially trained volunteers and 2,500 children and adults
benefit from audiology services, including American Sign
Language classes. Additionally, the Holley Family Village
in Brooklyn, MI, offers a variety of programming where
children and their families can learn, grow and overcome
the challenges associated with hearing loss.

Community support for The Holley Institute is vital to
helping us provide programs that enhance the quality of life
for those with a hearing loss and their families. A substantial
grant is pending from a committed community foundation;
yet, more support is needed. Several naming opportunities
are available to recognize leadership gifts. To learn how you
can help, please call Laticia Clemons, 248-465-5005. To
learn more about The Holley Institute, visit:
stjohnprovidence.org/holley.

Above: Volunteer Dayna Raymant performs a newborn hearing screening in the Birthing Unit at St. John Hospital & Medical Center.
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The Holley Institute helps children like Charlotte
Eight-year-old Charlotte Morgan has
thrived from the services provided by
The Holley Institute, and she is just one
shining example among thousands.
While Charlotte passed her newborn
hearing screening, a few days after
birth, she was unable to nurse or drink
from a bottle; after a week back in the
hospital, she was diagnosed with
Failure to Thrive. A few months later,
her mother Gina noticed that she
didn’t startle when the dog barked or
look at family members when they
talked to her. After another hearing
test, it was determined Charlotte had
Profound Bilateral hearing loss and
Auditory Neuropathy. Throughout her
first year, she was also diagnosed with
Congenital Scoliosis, Corneal Anesthesia,
low vision and Cerebral Palsy. Genetic
testing concluded she has a syndrome
so rare there wasn’t a test then to
detect it.

The Morgans have attended Family
Week at the Holley Family Village for
three years. Here families benefit from
educational, recreational and mental
health programs for the deaf, deaf/
blind and hard of hearing.
“Our first week at the Holley Family
Village was amazing. It was the first
time there were no communication
barriers,” Gina said. “Everything we did
included Charlotte; our family felt
whole. The counselors were amazing
and encouraging. It was clear their
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main goal was to provide our family
with a first-class experience, and we
could not have been happier. Not only
was it fantastic to see our deaf daughter
shine, it was very therapeutic for the
rest of our family to see older, successful
deaf children/young adults in leadership
roles. We are so grateful this program
exists and will make every effort to
continue attending!”
To learn more about the Holley Family
Village, visit: holleyfv.org.

Through her participation in the
Bloomfield Hills Schools Deaf/Hard of
Hearing Early Intervention Program,
Charlotte began to shine. She received
a cochlear implant in her left ear when
she was 18 months old, with the hope
of providing her with some sound
awareness. While it didn’t help Charlotte
hear, her mom said, “We will never
regret our decision to provide her with
this opportunity; it is clear that ASL
(American Sign Language) is her language
and therefore it is ours as well.
“Charlotte has taught our family more
about life and what’s most important
in her short years than some could in a
lifetime,” Gina continued. “She greets
every day with a smile on her face and
love in her heart. Whatever you want
to do, she is ready for! She is curious,
eager to learn and has a zest for life
that is sometimes hard to keep up with!”
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Community loyalty helps hospital reach 50th birthday milestone
St. John River District Hospital (SJRDH) celebrated its 50th
birthday on Sept. 15 with donors, community members, local
dignitaries, hospital leaders, physicians, associates, retirees,
volunteers and even the first baby born at the hospital in
attendance.

equipment, implement new programs and enhance
facilities. In the past decade, philanthropic support has
enabled the purchase of digital mammography, a 64-slice
CT scanner, cardiac equipment, renovations to patient
rooms and enhancement of maternal child health services.

The 68-bed community hospital in East China Township has
long experienced loyal support by the community. Donors
were instrumental in the hospital’s birth in 1965. From seven
municipalities agreeing to a tax to assist the hospital to ongoing
support through events, fundraising appeals and bequests,
SJRDH has been able to purchase state-of-the-art

“On several occasions, contributions by our dedicated
supporters have allowed the hospital to be the first to bring
new technology to our community,” said Frank Poma,
SJRDH President. “We have been blessed with a supportive
community and appreciate how our loyal friends have
helped advance healthcare in our area for half a century.”

Fr. Fred Bodde, of Our Lady on the River
Catholic Church; Bernard Kuhn, long-time
donor and past SJRDH Board President;
and Norbert Strzelecki, Bernard’s son-inlaw and a St. Clair business owner.

Carol Towne presents a $24,000 check
from the SJRDH Volunteer Auxiliary to
Frank Poma for the support of hospital
services.

Above: Past and current SJRDH/St. John Providence board members helped celebrate the 50th birthday; pictured l-r: Bill Haener, Dr. Kenneth
Bollin, Ketha Knuth, Bill Zweng, Roy Klecha and Kenneth Schultz.
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OLPL expands support as part of 50th anniversary
Our Lady of Providence League (OLPL), the volunteer
auxiliary for Providence-Providence Park Hospital, Southfield,
is celebrating its 50th anniversary throughout 2015. To
commemorate the milestone, the league has expanded its
support of the hospital and St. John Providence (SJP) events
and programs to help enhance care for the community.
Anniversary activities have included celebrations focusing
on OLPL’s history, a community service project in partnership
with the Infant Mortality Program, and displays to highlight
capital projects OLPL has supported, including Cancer Center,
hospital lobby and gift shop renovations and construction of
the Heart Institute.
“Historically, OLPL has sponsored programs that primarily
touch patients in our immediate Providence-Providence
Park community,” said Carolyn Drake, OLPL Counselor.
“We are now taking a broader look at the healthcare needs
throughout the entire St. John Providence community.”
In 2015, OLPL expanded its support to sponsor four annual
SJP Foundations events, including a dual sponsorship at the
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top level for the Friends’ Ball and Golf Classic. The group
also sponsored the Climb to Beat Breast Cancer, which
raises funds for the SJP Breast Care Program to help
underserved women get diagnostic tests to ensure early
detection of breast cancer. This year, OLPL added the
Hospice Walk With Me Event to its growing list of sponsorships to support services which offer comfort care to
individuals with chronic and life-limiting illnesses.
“OLPL’s mission is ‘Caring for People by People who Care.’
We fulfill this mission both in the volunteer service we
provide and in the financial contributions we make from our
fundraising ventures,” said Connie Orr, OLPL President.
Funds are raised through proceeds from the hospital gift shop,
vendor sales, membership dues and donations. In 2014,
OLPL donated $112,000 to support programs and nearly
300 volunteers donated over 28,000 hours of service. Over
its history, OLPL has contributed nearly $6.2 million to
PPPH and SJP!

Connie Orr and Carolyn Drake
with one of the anniversary
banners on display throughout
the Southfield Campus.
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Mobile mammography reaches hundreds of women
Since the Anthony L. Soave Family Mobile Mammography and Health Screening Program began its dedicated journey
in April to bring state-of-the-art breast care services to underserved women in Detroit, 786 women have received
mammograms at 66 locations (as of Oct. 30). For many, it was the first mammogram they ever received.
This accomplishment is made possible because of the generosity and passion of Tony Soave to help combat Detroit’s
high breast cancer death rate. The $1 million donation from the Soave family for this St. John Providence (SJP) program is
improving access to mammography screenings for low-income, uninsured and underinsured women so breast cancer can
be diagnosed earlier when treatment is more likely to work
and survival rates are greatest.
Tony and his family were recognized at an event at the
Detroit Renaissance Center on Sept. 21 with over 200 guests,
including government dignitaries, community organization
representatives, donors, the SJP executive team, board and
Foundation board, physicians and other clinicians, in attendance. Tracey Tilmon-Jackson, a breast cancer survivor treated
by the SJP Breast Care Program, was a guest speaker.
Thank you to the Soave family for their devotion to helping
underserved women.
Tony Soave accepts a gift from Tracey Tilmon-Jackson in gratitude
for his commitment to helping the women of Detroit.

Above: Tony Soave; Jean Meyer, President and CEO, SJP; Brenda Jones, Detroit City Council President; Tracey Tilmon-Jackson;
and Cynthia Taueg, DHA, Vice President for Community Based Health Services, SJP
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Kohl’s partners with hospital to make a difference to kids
Like St. John Providence, Kohl’s is committed to the communities it serves and believes in giving back with time,
treasure and talent. Through the Kohl’s Cares for Kids
program, the department store in Novi has partnered with
Providence-Providence Park Hospital (PPPH) to support
young patients and their families.
When at least five Kohl’s associates from one location
provide community service for a minimum of three consecutive hours for a project that benefits children, the store also
donates $500 to the organization. For the past three years,
five associates from the Novi store have assisted with
preparations for the hospital’s Christmas Store, which helps
provide gifts for children in need. Parents come to the store
at the Southfield Campus to select an outfit, toy, book, gift
card and stocking stuffers for each child. Last year, the PPPH
Christmas Store provided gifts to over 800 children.
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In addition, Providence-Providence Park Hospital has also
partnered with associates from the Kohl’s Novi store to
make “no-sew” fleece blankets for newborns and children
in the Labor & Delivery and Pediatric Units. One blanketmaking session was held at Kohl’s, and another took place at
PPPH-Novi, with Kohl’s associates and hospital volunteers
working together. Fabric for the blankets was donated by the
hospital’s Philosophy of Service Committee.
Thank you to Kohl’s and its associates for sharing our Values
and caring for kids…you truly make a difference in the lives
of families everywhere, including at St. John Providence!

Some members of the blanket-making team show off their handiwork.
Pictured: (front row) Jere Phillips, Kohl’s associate/PPPH volunteer; Robyn Hamilton, PPPH
associate; Carole Pavelich, Louise Heyza and Pat Poirier—all PPPH volunteers; Kim Stephens,
Kohl’s associate; (back row) Roxanne Becker and Portia Cole, Kohl’s associates;
and Mary Stephens, PPPH volunteer.

Spirit of Giving

12

Kudos
Volunteers honored for commitment to St. John Providence
Congratulations to the St. John Providence (SJP) volunteers honored as “Distinguished Volunteers” by the Greater Detroit
Chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals at its National Philanthropy Day event.
Joyce Holdman has accumulated
over 1,050 service hours since 2007
volunteering weekly for The Holley
Institute providing hearing screenings
for approximately 3,150 newborns at
St. John Hospital & Medical Center
(SJHMC). Her dedication is evident;
she has not missed more than two
consecutive weeks in eight years and has detected nine
newborns with hearing loss.
Gloria Kotas has been a member of
the SJP Hospice Walk With Me Event
committee since 2011; for three years,
she was co-chair. Gloria’s determination
to grow the event and funds raised for
the hospice and palliative care programs
is a testament of her passion. She
continues raising funds as an active
committee member.
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Lori Wheeler volunteers in a lead
position in St. John River District
Hospital’s gift shop, putting in over
2,000 hours yearly. She joined the
fundraising dinner dance committee
in 2014; because her commitment to
the hospital and community is so
strong, she immediately took on a
co-chair role. Her fresh ideas, enthusiasm and devotion add
to the event’s fundraising success.
Betty Zweng’s commitment and
passion to St. John River District
Hospital extends beyond volunteering
in the gift shop. For the past three
years, she has co-chaired the dinner
dance committee. Betty’s enthusiasm
is contagious and motivates others.
She is an inspiration and thrives on
bettering the community she lives in through her work at
the hospital.

Annual Fund Endeavors
St. John Providence (SJP) associates and physicians believe in our sacred work.
This is evidenced not only through their caring hearts and dedication to helping
others but through their generosity. In fiscal year 2015, 1,548 members of our
health system family supported SJP hospitals, services and community programs
with donations totaling over $1.98 million! Included were 744 associates and
physicians who supported the annual fund through our yearly campaign, raising
more than $176,000. You are making a difference…thank you!
Ê Check your mailboxes in early December for information on Holiday Blessings
– a perfect way to show you care.
Ê Is there a special doctor you would like to thank or honor? Doctor’s Day,
March 30, 2016, is the ideal time to do that. Watch for details in the new year.
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New board members announced
Providence Health Foundation has named two new members to its Board of Trustees:
Ron Hinsley is Vice President,
Information Technology, and Chief
Information Officer for ITC Holdings
Corp. He has over 20 years of information management experience,
joining ITC in 2013 from Wolf Creek
Nuclear Operating Corp.

Connie Orr is President of the Our
Lady of Providence League and a
volunteer in the Emergency Center at
Providence-Providence Park Hospital,
Southfield. She worked at Ford Motor
Co. for 32 years; since then, she
became a substitute teacher.

St. John Health Foundation has named several new members to its Board of Trustees:
Debbie Condino is President of the
Fontbonne Auxiliary and a board
member of THE GUILD - SJHMC. She
is currently Executive Director of the
Macomb County Medical Control
Authority. She was a SJP associate for
32 years; her last role was Vice President.

Patricia Manley is a Partner, Vice
President and Accounting Director at
McBride, Manley & Co. She has been
in public accounting for over 30 years.
Patti has served on many boards for
nonprofit entities, including SJP and
St. John River District Hospital.
Paul Treder is President of THE
GUILD - SJHMC. He is a First Vice
President, Certified Financial Planner,
for Morgan Stanley.

Connie Demkowitz is involved in
many charitable causes and nonprofit
organizations through volunteering,
fundraising and serving as a leader.
She is currently a board member of
the Neighborhood Club and serves on
Mercy High School’s capital campaign
cabinet.

Ways you can help
You make a difference to St. John Providence in many ways with your donations. Gifts of any size help us provide the
best care to our patients.
We are continually enhancing services in our Centers of Excellence:
•

Heart and Vascular

•

Neuroscience

•

Orthopedics

•

Cancer Care

•

Weight Loss

•

Minimally Invasive Surgery

For information on how you can support these areas or to talk with us about an area of special meaning to you,
please call 313-343-7480.
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Your event support helps enhance patient care
Providence Health Foundation Friends’ Ball: Proceeds of
$95,760 from the event on Apr. 18 benefited ProvidenceProvidence Park Hospital’s (PPPH) participating Centers of
Excellence and service lines and the expansion of the Novi
Campus, with 32 new patient rooms, an orthopedics gym,
operating room and support facilities. The Order of Charity
Award was presented to the hospital’s Philosophy of Service Committee. William Higginbotham III, MD; Jeffrey
Kimpson, MD; and Peter McCann, MD, were honored as the
Caduceus Society Physicians of the Year. Karen Gabrys and
Christa Williams were Co-chairs for the event, which 439
people attended.

GUILD Dinner: The 55th annual event on June 3 raised
approximately $80,000 for the purchase of a Modular
Spinal Surgery Table for St. John Hospital & Medical Center.
Billy Gardell, star of the sitcom “Mike and Molly” was the
entertainer. Honorees were Kevin Grady, MD, Physician of
the Year; Jeff Laethem, Philanthropic Services; Noel Haberek,
Lifetime Achievement; and Michael Curis, Sr. Verenice
McQuade Distinguished Service. Joseph Paluzzi III was Event
Chair; Dominic Paluzzi was Vice Chair.

Members of the Guild Dinner Committee with the honorees

Members of the Philosophy of Service Committee

Providence Health Foundation Golf Classic: The 36th
annual event on June 1 raised $106,740 for PPPH’s Believe
in Miracles Fund, Care of the Poor Fund and the Infant
Mortality Program. Dave Imesch once again chaired the
event, which had 230 attendees.

St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital Taste Fest: The Acute
Care of the Elderly Unit received $45,092 from the 14th annual
event on May 18 to assist with facility modifications, new
furnishings and specialized clinical training and care programming. Over 500 people attended this popular event to
sample cuisine from 21 restaurants; a health fair and silent
auction were also featured. Winners of the first People’s
Choice Awards were: Best Entrée—Famous Dave’s,
Best Casual Entrée—Billy Sims Barbecue, Best Dessert—
Cork Wine Pub and Best Presentation—Pancheros. Event
Co-chairs were Denise Hubbard and Sharri Clark.

Greg Cibor, Bob Asmussen, Scott Eathorne, MD, and Denis Lincoln,
MD, of the Providence Medical Group, take an ice cream break.

Guests with their sweet treats
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St. John River District Hospital Golf Outing: Proceeds
of $26,063 from the 38th annual event held June 9 are
supporting the purchase of a Nuclear Medicine Gamma
Camera to diagnose and treat patients more precisely with
exceptional image quality and reduced exposure. Bill Zweng
once again chaired this event.

St. John Medical Staff/GUILD Golf Outing: The 10th
annual event on Sept. 14 raised funds to support the
addition of a clinical psychologist at the Van Elslander
Cancer Center (VECC) at St. John Hospital & Medical
Center. Kevin Bisnell won the Medical Staff tournament;
Michael Monahan won the non-medical staff tournament.
Edward Schervish, MD, chaired the outing.

Bill Zweng, John McNamee, Edward Schervish, MD, and Bill Haener

Climb to Beat Breast Cancer~Harney Peak Challenge:
A team of climbers hiked over 7 miles on rocky terrain on
June 27 to reach the summit of Harney Peak , the highest
natural point in South Dakota and highest summit east of
the Rocky Mountains. The climbers raised over $32,000 for
the St. John Providence Breast Care Program.
Because of donor support, 54
prayer flags were carried to the
summit and hung in the wind by
the climbers.

Robert Brammer, MD; Andrew Dzul, MD; Russell Lacoursiere and
Doug Rich

Run for a Reason: For the second year, THE GUILD,
Fontbonne Auxiliary and Grosse Pointe Yacht Club joined
together to host this 5k Run/Walk and 1 Mile Fun Walk.
Proceeds supported the clinical psychologist at the VECC.
Anthony Kallabat was Event Chair; Rhonda Schervish was
Vice Chair.

St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital Golf Outing: The
16th annual event on Aug. 17 raised $45,729 for the renovation
of the 3 Center Advanced Progressive Care Unit, which treats
patients who are transitioning from the Intensive Care Units
and remain seriously ill. Event Chair was Peter Seilo.

Rhonda Schervish (front left), Paul Treder, GUILD President
(back left), and John Adamo, committee member
(back right), join the race winners
in celebrating.

Caduceus Cup winners from TEAMHealth Emergency Medicine with
Terry Hamilton, SJMOH President
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Thank you to our sponsors
The sponsors listed below supported the following events and programs benefitting St. John Providence (SJP) patients and
community members: Providence Health Foundation Friends’ Ball and Golf Classic, St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital
Taste Fest and Golf Outing, St. John River District Hospital Golf Outing, SJP Neighborhood Health & Safety Office’s JUNETEENTH
National Freedom Day Celebration, Climb to Beat Breast Cancer~Harney Peak Challenge, Jerry Williams Shootout for the
Cure, and the Anthony L. Soave Mobile Mammography and Health Screening Center. Thank you for your generosity!
Accretive Health
AIM Construction, Inc.
Airstrip Operations, LLC
Anesthesia Services Associates, PC
Associates in Neurology
Be Well Medical Center
Binson’s Home Health Care Centers
Blue Care Network of Michigan
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
Boulevard Health Center
C & G Newspapers
Cascade Partners, LLC
Center Line Electric, Inc.
Cherrywood Nursing & Living Center
Dr. and Mrs. Paul J. Chuba
Dr. and Mrs. Tae-Hong Chung
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Cole Jr.
Community EMS
Concord EMS
Consultants in Internal Medicine
DeRoy Testamentary Foundation
Diagnostic Radiology Consultants, PC
Diversified Technologies Intl., LLC
Divinity Home Care
Dollars In$ide
DTE Energy
Eckler Electric, LLC
Electronic Safety, Inc.
ENT Surgical Associates
Executive Languages Service, Inc.
Frauenshuh Healthcare Real Estate Solutions
Fullmer Law Office, PLC
George W. Auch Co.
Gerry Mason Law Offices, PLLC
Giarmarco, Mullins & Horton, PC
Larry Gideon, MD
Gino/Luciana DiClemente Foundation
Mr. Brian Gorcyca
Hall, Render, Killian, Heath & Lyman, PLLC
Dr. and Mrs. Mark S. Hamilton
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Hamilton
Health Alliance Plan
Heartland Sterling Heights
Heartland West Bloomfield/
Heartland University
Mr. Richard Hecker
Home Instead Senior Care
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HOUR Media
Huron Valley Ambulance, Inc.
IPC Healthcare
ITC Holdings Corp.
J & B Medical Supply Co., Inc.
John Paul Home Care, Inc.
Johnson Controls
Kane, Clemons, Joachim & Downey
Karlene Dermatology
Kasco, Inc.
Langston, Walker and Associates, PC
Lawrence Technological University
Lear Corp.
Macomb Community College
Macomb Daily and Oakland Press
Macomb Surgical Specialists, PLC
Mr. Harry Manvel
Maple Landscaping & Lawn Service, LLC
MassMutual Financial Group
Silvana Matte, MD
Medilodge of St. Clair
Medstar Ambulance Corp.
Mendelson Kornblum Orthopedics
and Spine Surgeons
Merge Healthcare
Meridian Health Plan
MGM Grand
Michigan Ear Institute, PLLC
Michigan Endoscopy Center
at Providence Park, LLC
Michigan Kidney Consultants, PC
Michigan Precision Swiss Parts Co., Inc.
Michigan Spine and Brain Surgeons, PLLC
MSU College of Osteopathic Medicine
Northern Electrical Testing, Inc.
The Oakland Medical Group
Oakland Primary Care
Operation Care Abroad
Our Lady of Providence League
Pace Custom Forms, Inc.
Pathology Specialists of Southeast Michigan, PC
The Physician Alliance
Plante Moran, PLLC
Port Huron ENT
PRISM Plastics, Inc.
ProAssurance Casualty Co.
Providence Medical Group

Providence Park League
Pure Healthy Back
Radiation Oncology Specialists, PC
Reaume Corp.
Relevar Home Care
Residential Home Health
Reverence Home Health & Hospice
Right at Home In Home Care and Assistance
Mr. Bernie Ronnisch
Rose Senior Living
Semco Energy
Shelby Crossing Health Campus
Simasko, Simasko & Simasko
Site Development, Inc.
Southfield Radiology Associates, PLLC
St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital
Anesthesiologists
St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital
Medical Staff
St. John Providence Center for
Wound and Hyperbaric Medicine
(Restorix Health)
St. John Providence Osteopathic Division
St. John River District Hospital Auxiliary
St. John River District Hospital Medical Staff
Steve Guc State Farm
Suburban Collection Showplace
Takata Corp.
Mr. and Mrs. Ely Tama
Mr. Michael Taylor
TeamHealth Emergency Medicine
Total Health Care, Inc.
Tri-Hospital EMS
Trilogy Health Services, LLC
United Healthcare Community Plan
Universal-Macomb Ambulance Service, Inc.
Varsity Lincoln, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Brendan Weaver
Webber Development Co., LLC
Whitehall Real Estate Interests
Mrs. Anne Marie Williams
Windmere Park Senior Community
The Law Office of Douglas C. Wozniak, PLC
X-Ray Associates of Port Huron, PC
Mr. Dennis D. Yanachik and Ms. Dana Jelsch
Noor Yono, MD
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Do you have a lasting legacy?

For many, the concept of a legacy pertains to their families, careers and overall success in life. Some individuals consider
their volunteer activities, including lifetime commitments to organizations such as St. John Providence (SJP), an important
part of their legacy. Legacy commitments, commonly known as planned gifts, are easy to establish and typically include the
following arrangements:
•

Bequest gifts within a will or trust document

•

Beneficiary designations for retirement plans or life insurance policies

•

Charitable gift annuities (CGA): A CGA of $10,000 or more is part gift/part annuity, allowing the donor and another
beneficiary to receive income for life while benefiting SJP; donors also receive valuable income tax deductions.

Individuals often choose to honor or memorialize loved ones by establishing named endowment accounts with planned
gifts as the funding source.
Establishing a planned gift in any amount to benefit SJP qualifies you for recognition in our Legacy Society. Gifts with
remainder values of $50,000 or more also qualify you for membership in our McQuade and Providence Societies, which
provide assistance with coordinating medical care needs.
To learn more or if you have already included SJP in an arrangement, please call 313-343-7480.

SJP Legacy Society members
Abbey L. Crooks-Babu, MD, and Seilesh C. Babu, MD
William and Ann Birdseye
Andria and Dennis I. Bojrab, MD
Gerald A. Bonkowski
George F. Boone, MD
Sharon and Michael C.* Burke
Susan Burns and Frits Hoendervanger
James and Rita Cole
James P. and Mary Anne Dodge* Danaher
Jerry Gadette and Janet Peppler
Terry and Debbie Hamilton
Bernard and Margaret Kuhn
Janice LaRouere, MD, and Micheal LaRouere, MD
Victoria and Robert Liggett
Eugene and Jeannie LoVasco
Marilyn MacMillan

Hazen D. and Kathleen B. McCann
Deborah Meade
Patricia J. and Steven E. Minnick, MD
Jane and Robert* Nugent
Catherine M. O’Malley
Sandra Rellinger
Thomas M. and Joan E. Ryan
Kathryn and Thomas J. Sanderson
Debra K. and William J. Shea
Jeff Smith and Lisa Vallee-Smith
Anthony C. Southall, MD
Pamela K. Stanton
Judith and Max Stern
Nancy E. and Michael T. Timmis
Rajendra and Padma Vattikuti
Marilyn and Paul Zimmer

* Deceased
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ave the Date...2016 Events
Jan 23

June 14

April 16

June 25

St. John River District Hospital Dinner Dance

St. John River District Hospital Golf Outing

Providence Health Foundation Friends’ Ball

Climb to Beat Breast Cancer~Mt. LeConte Challenge

June 6

Aug. 15

Providence Health Foundation Golf Classic

St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital Golf Outing

Climb a mountain…save a life

This year’s Climb to Beat Breast Cancer marks the 10th anniversary of the first climb to raise funds for the St. John
Providence Breast Care Program; we are hoping to reach new heights with a fundraising goal of $100,000. You can
make a difference by joining the team to climb Mt. LeConte in the Great Smoky Mountains. For details, call
Lorraine Owczarek, 313-343-4355.
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If you would like to learn more about giving opportunities at
St. John Providence hospitals and entities, please call 313-343-7480.
www.stjohnprovidence.org/foundation

