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Message from the President

Scott Smith

Now is the time of year to reflect on what we are most thankful for...and at St. John 
Providence Foundations, YOU come to mind first! Your support of St. John Providence 
throughout the year is amazing. Thank you! You truly make a difference to our patients 
and the community—we are better able to enhance our hospitals, programs and 
services because of you. Your gifts help us acquire leading-edge technology, create 
state-of-the-art facilities and offer the latest treatment options. 

This newsletter has many examples of how you help us. You support projects such as:

• the patient tower expansion at St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital

• the new senior-focused centers on both sides of metro Detroit

• renovation of the Birthing Center at St. John Hospital & Medical Center

• a new Simulation and Education Center at Providence-Providence Park Hospital

You also assist patients in need through your participation at events or by your pur- 
chase of a special bracelet. You support our Centers of Excellence including Heart and 
Vascular, Neuroscience, Cancer care and many more clinical programs. Gifts of all 
sizes matter, and 100 percent of your gifts always go toward the area you choose.

Thank you for all that you do. From first-time donors to long-time supporters, your 
generosity goes a long way in helping us care for those who come to us in their time 
of need.

Best wishes to you and your family this holiday season.

Scott Smith 
President, St. John Providence Foundations
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A donation by the A.A. Van Elslander 
Foundation has created an endowment 
called the Shukri W. David, MD, Art Van 
Elslander Endowed Chair for Cardiovas-
cular Services for Providence Hospitals. 

Annual interest income from the 
endowment will be used to advance 
cardiovascular services at Providence-
Providence Park Hospital in Southfield 
and Novi. Under the leadership of the 
endowed chair, funds will be invested in 
programs, facilities, equipment, research, 
staff recruitment and retention.

“It is truly rare to encounter a physician 
the caliber of Dr. Shukri David. His 
talent, compassion and commitment 
are without equal, and I am honored to 
call him not only my doctor but also 
one of my closest friends. I can think of 
no one more deserving of this legacy 
than Dr. David,” said Mr. Van Elslander.

Dr. David is Chief of Cardiology at 
Providence-Providence Park Hospital 
and the System Chair of the Heart  
and Vascular Center of Excellence for  
St. John Providence.

“I feel very fortunate to have a friend 
as caring and compassionate as Mr. Van 
Elslander,” said Dr. David.  “His generosity 
has had a positive and lasting impact 
on our health system and our commu-
nity. Creating this endowment will 
strengthen our position as one of the 
leading providers of heart and vascular 
care in Michigan.” 

Through personal and foundation gifts, 
Mr. Van Elslander is St. John Providence’s 
largest donor, with gifts totaling over 
$21 million. Donations supported the 
Van Elslander Pavilion, the Van 

Elslander Cancer Center and the  
Mary Ann Van Elslander Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit and Special Care 
Nursery at St. John Hospital & Medical 
Center. Gifts also led to the creation of 
the St. John Providence Neuroscience 
Center of Excellence and the Van 
Elslander Surgical Innovation Center  
at Providence-Providence Park  
Hospital, Novi. 

Art Van Elslander

Dr. Shukri David

Bracelet sales make a difference to heart patients 
The holidays are a time of celebrating, giving, reaching out to family and 
friends, and perhaps sharing a piece of your heart by helping others in need. 

Here’s a holiday gift idea that may please a loved one and make you feel 
good. St. John Providence hospital gift shops are selling heart-shaped 
sterling silver bracelets, created by edmund t. AHEE jewelers in partnership 
with SJP Foundations, to help patients living with heart disease.

The bracelets are $60 (plus tax); proceeds go to the Edmund T. Ahee Cardiac 
Patient Assistance Fund, a mission-based program for patients who need 
extra support during their care. This fund helps provide items to patients 
upon discharge from the hospital, such as pill boxes and scales that help them 
keep track of medications and weight, an important factor for heart conditions.

Art Van Elslander gift supports endowment for cardiovascular care
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A $48.1 million expansion project at  
St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital 
(SJMOH), Warren Campus, will expand 
the East Tower from four to seven 
floors to enhance patient care and 
privacy. Construction on the largest 
building project in the hospital’s history 
is projected to last 18 months, with 
completion expected in summer 2019.

The project will add 75 spacious private 
rooms, nearly tripling the number of 
private rooms to 220 throughout the 
hospital, which has a total of 375 beds. 
The expansion will allow for the use of 
15 beds currently not in operation due 
to space constraints. Enhancements 
will also be made to the inpatient 
physical rehabilitation unit on the 
fourth floor.

“With this investment, we will greatly 
enhance our ability to deliver compas-
sionate, personalized care to our 
patients and community,” said Terry 
Hamilton, President, SJMOH. “Patients 
put a high premium on privacy; we 

expect that with more private rooms 
we will improve patient satisfaction, 
efficiency and safety, as well as provide 
a pleasing environment for healing.”

The project will bring:

• enhanced privacy and comfort for 
patients and their families

• reduced wait times in the Emer-
gency Center

• more storage for equipment and 
support space necessary to deliver 
safe, efficient patient care

• upgraded furnishings

The costs will be covered by a $46 million 
capital investment from Ascension and 
a $2 million “Caring to New Heights” 
fundraising campaign. Thanks to lead 
gifts of $500,000 from the SJMOH 
Volunteer Auxiliary and $250,000 
from the SJMOH Medical Staff, plus 
gifts from several other generous 
donors, $860,000 has been raised 
toward the goal. 

Gifts of any size are important and will 
help provide patients and their families 
with compassionate, personalized care 
in a private, comfortable, esthetically 
pleasing environment. Naming oppor-
tunities are available for gifts of 
$10,000 or more. To learn how you can 
support the project, please call Sherry 
Augustine at 313-343-7481.

Terry Hamilton, President, SJMOH; Sallie 
Hock, President, SJMOH Auxiliary; and 
Ronald Barnett, DO, President, SJMOH 
Medical Staff

Above: The expansion will add three floors as indicated in white on the rendering.

Tower expansion adds private patient rooms, enhances environment
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St. John Providence opened two new senior assessment 
centers this year to address the special health and safety 
needs of elderly patients. The Rose Family Senior Assess-
ment for Independent Living Center opened at the Provi-
dence-Providence Park Hospital, Novi Campus, in January. 
The Wilson Center: Senior Resources for Independent 
Living opened in August at the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Campus, 
in the Village business district of Grosse Pointe.

The Rose Center was made possible by a significant gift 
from the Edward Rose & Sons family, of which Warren Rose 
is CEO, while a generous donation from the Ralph C. Wilson 
Jr. Foundation supported the Wilson Center.

Each center provides comprehensive, cognitive, psychoso-
cial and functional assessments and treatment plans for 
seniors to share with their primary care physicians. The goal 
is to evaluate and improve the health, function and quality 
of life for older adults who may have complex conditions, 
signs of cognitive impairment and/or functional decline in 
daily living activities. In one visit, patients see a geriatric 

nurse practitioner, social worker, pharmacist and physical 
therapist, all under the supervision of a neurologist. The 
evaluation can include a cognitive screening, falls/balance 
risk assessment, nutritional screening, driving simulator 
assessment, recommendations for rehabilitation therapies 
and sleep studies, information about advance directives and 
palliative care, and a pharmacologic screening in which 
current prescriptions are checked and recommendations 
may be made. 

Terri and Steve Didyk recently brought Steve’s mother Eileen 
Didyk to the Rose Family Senior Assessment for Independent 
Living Center for an assessment. “The process was very 
thorough and the team very helpful,” Terri said. “The 
assessment opened our eyes to things we may have already 
realized but perhaps didn’t want to face, and the final report 
helped reinforce what we should do. We ended up deciding 
to move my mother-in-law into assisted living, which will be 
the best environment to keep her safe.”

Members of the Rose family recently toured the Rose Family 
Senior Assessment for Independent Living Center. Pictured 
are: Scott Smith, SJP Foundations President; Frances Rose, 
Warren Rose and Joe Hurshe, Providence-Providence Park 
Hospital President. 

Brooke Johnson, SJP Neuroscience Director; Scott Smith; Mary Wilson; Jean 
Meyer, Ascension Michigan COO; Bob Hoban, St. John Hospital & Medical 
Center President; and Dave Enger, Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation President 
and CEO, cut the ribbon to open the Wilson Center: Senior Resources for 
Independent Living.

New centers provide specialized evaluations for seniors
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Renovation of the Cracchiolo Family Birthing Center at St. John 
Hospital & Medical Center is in full swing to transform the 
area to better serve mothers, newborns and their families. 

While the Birthing Center has been providing excellent care 
for over 60 years, bringing more than 3,000 babies into the 
world annually, the center needs to be modernized to meet 
patient expectations and continue providing the best care.

Construction began in July and is being rolled out in nine 
phases, with completion expected by June 2018. Phases 1 
and 2 are focusing on improvements to the clinical work 
areas, Obstetric Emergency Department exam rooms and 
the elevator bank. 5-West, an extension of the Labor Deliver 
Recovery Postpartum (LDRP) suites, where care is provided 
for ante- and postpartum patients, will be completed during 
phases 3, 4 and 5. Remaining phases will enhance the 31 
LDRP suites.

The total cost to renovate the Birthing Center is $6 million, 
with $2 million coming from a capital investment by St. John 
Providence and $4 million from philanthropic support. Thanks 
to a lead gift from the Cracchiolo family, through the Peter J. 
and Constance M. Cracchiolo Foundation, and many other 
generous donations, the fundraising goal has been met. 

Fundraising efforts continue for equipment needs.  
To learn how you can help, please call Sherry Augustine  
at 313-343-7481.

The transformed LDRP suites will look like this upon completion.

Birthing Center renovation to deliver enhanced care environment

Trey Grabowski’s eyes lit up when firefighters Vito Daniele 
and Kyle Yonkowski from Macomb Township Fire Depart-
ment entered his room at St. John Hospital & Medical 
Center on Sept. 8. He and other pediatric patients were 
excited to see the visitors, who handed out firefighter hats 
and goodie bags with crayons, coloring books and bracelets.

The firefighters also donated $1,195 from the sale of t-shirts 
and sweatshirts they designed and sold for breast cancer 
awareness. They presented their check to Colors of Hope-

MI, an organization Vito’s mother Pam Daniele founded  
to help cancer patients in need. The firefighters chose to 
support SJHMC because of Pam and many friends and 
family who have utilized the hospital for cancer care. Pam,  
a cancer survivor, works in Radiation Oncology at SJHMC’s 
Van Elslander Cancer Center. She helps raise awareness and 
funds for cancer patients through Colors of Hope events.  
In conjunction with the firefighters’ visit, Colors of Hope 
donated $27,395, including the firefighters’ donation and 
proceeds from a 5k run/walk to SJHMC’s Needy Patient Fund.

Above: Trey Grabowski is thrilled to receive his firefighter hat!

Devoted firefighters visit hospitalized kids, raise funds for cancer patients
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Janet Peppler and Jerry Gadette have been blessed with 
rewarding occupations and long careers and have the desire 
to make a difference with their successful years of hard work.

Janet owns The Peppler Insurance Agency, a third generation 
family-operated insurance agency in Harper Woods, where 
she immerses herself in hands-on management. The agency 
writes all lines of insurance but specializes in personal lines 
and client relationships. 

Jerry led an action-packed career working for 32 years in  
the motion picture industry as a scenic artist painting 
backgrounds for movie sets in California. He accomplished 
97 feature films before retiring and returning to Michigan in 
2002. His credits include: Vegas Vacation, Throw Momma 
from the Train, and Back to the Future II and III and many 
more including movies with Jack Nicholson, Burt Reynolds, 
Billy Crystal and John Candy.

Jerry also played three professional sports—baseball, softball 
and golf. He played baseball with the LA Angels and softball 
with the Detroit Caesars. He loves golf and was the non-
medical staff winner of the recent St. John Medical Staff/
GUILD Golf Outing.

Janet and Jerry know they have been fortunate, so they wish 
to give back. That is why they made a planned gift commit-
ment naming St. John Hospital & Medical Center (SJHMC) 
as beneficiary of a 401(k) retirement account that will 
support the hospital after their deaths. 

“We realized we had accumulated more than what our 
needs would be to remain comfortable throughout our 
lifetimes,” Janet said. “No one likes to think of passing on 
from this world, but if you are fortunate enough to know 
you want to make a difference, you make plans to make  
the world better, because you can.”

Born in Detroit and now living in Grosse Pointe Woods, 
Janet and Jerry believe in community support and utilizing 
the services in their neighborhood. They use SJHMC for 
their medical needs and are extremely confident in the  
care they receive. 

“We are amazed at the continuing improvements that 
grace our community hospital,” Janet said. “We are very 
proud to know we are a part of these improvements that  
will continue.” 

Janet was one of the first babies born at SJHMC. The 
hospital had just opened and was not entirely completed. 
She has photos of her parents carrying her down the one-
story-high front steps of the hospital, when the main lobby 
was located where the second floor surgery waiting area 
now exists. 

Besides two children and nine grandchildren, Janet and 
Jerry’s passions are St. John Hospital and Detroit Dog 
Rescue. “When we leave this world, these entities will be 
able to provide life-changing opportunities to others,”  
Janet said. “We have been blessed, and it is important  
to pay it forward.” Janet and Jerry

A beneficiary designation for a retirement plan or life insurance policy is one of the easiest ways to make a planned 
gift to St. John Providence. To learn more, please contact Mia Axon, CFRE, Planned Giving and Major Gifts Consul-
tant, at 248-465-5008. Establishing a planned gift entitles you to membership in the SJP Legacy Society, our 
planned gift donor recognition group. You may also qualify for the McQuade and Providence Societies, which assist 
you with coordinating medical appointments and care.

Grosse Pointe Woods couple designates planned gift for hospital
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The new Simulation and Education Center at Providence-
Providence Park Hospital, Southfield, opened over the 
summer to provide a premier learning environment for 
clinicians to help enhance patient care. The facility provides 
medical students, residents and other healthcare profes-
sionals with advanced simulation-based education and 
training.

The center features highly technical, realistic simulation in a 
multidisciplinary setting, allowing physicians and nurses to 
train and practice cutting-edge procedures to help provide 
safe, patient-centered care and enhanced clinical outcomes. 
The 6,800-square-foot facility includes a procedural skills 
training room equipped with task trainers and high-fidelity 

simulation models, a virtual reality surgical skills training 
room, team training rooms, exam rooms for assessing 
clinical skills, audiovisual monitoring and training capabili-
ties, conference rooms for debriefing, and a large classroom 
for workshops and conferences.

More than $3.5 million in philanthropic gifts and a capital 
investment from the hospital supported the project. Thank 
you to everyone who contributed. While the capital fund-
raising goal was met, endowments have been established  
for ongoing equipment and operating funding needs.  
To learn how you can help, please contact Mia Axon at 
248-465-5008.

Above: Cutting the ribbon at the grand-opening celebration on July 20 are: Steve McGraw, DO; Mia Axon, SJP Foundations; Basim Dubaybo, 
MD; Joe Hurshe, President, PPPH; Vijay K. Mittal, MD; Michael Wiemann, MD; Robert Hecht, MD, Associate Clinical Dean, American University 
of the Caribbean School of Medicine; and Valerie Overholt, DO, Director, Simulation Center.

New high-tech center provides advanced training opportunities
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Helen Ross is a reserved woman who 
doesn’t care for the spotlight. Her late 
husband, Alan, was more outgoing. But 
there’s one thing Helen is openly 
passionate about: supporting doctors 
whose superlative care allows patients 
to maintain their independence.

“I support doctors who go all out for 
their patients and give 130 percent,” 
Helen said.

Alan, who passed away in 2016 at age 
78, founded IFL Group, an airfreight 
service and charter company operating 
out of Oakland County International 
Airport. Alan and Helen’s generous 
support helped establish the Van 
Elslander Neuroscience Center of 
Excellence at Providence-Providence 
Park Hospital (PPPH), Southfield. 
Other gifts helped support Heart and 
Vascular Services, the Neurological 
Research Fund, and the Neurosurgical 
Spine Program. Gifts to the latter 
helped acquire leading-edge technol-
ogy, such as a BodyTom® portable CT 
scanner.

Recently, Helen made another gener-
ous gift to the Neurological Research 
Fund in gratitude for the care she 
received from Teck-Mun Soo, MD, 
Chief of Neurosurgery and Medical 
Director of Complex Spine Services, 
PPPH. He sub-specializes in procedures 
for previous failed spine surgeries. 

“Without Dr. Soo’s care, I wouldn’t be 
able to walk,” said Helen, who enjoys 
visiting with family, her three grand-
children and friends. “Today, I’m 
independent and do what I like with 
some limitations. I’m enjoying life.”

Helen first noticed her spine issues in 
2004 during a yoga session.

“I was in the child’s pose—the simplest 
one you can do—and felt nauseous,” 
she said. “The pain frequently inter-
rupted my exercise routine. I loved to 
go on walks, but I’d have to lie down for 
about three hours after just 20 min-
utes of walking.”

When physical therapy didn’t relieve 
her pain, Helen saw Dr. Soo, who 
performed a spinal fusion on her neck. 
Three months later, he performed 
another fusion procedure on her lower 
back.

Helen spent about 18 months recover-
ing from those surgeries before 
undergoing yet another spine surgery. 
Helen did well until 2011, when she 
experienced several falls in one week.

“I made an appointment with Dr. Soo 
and saw him at 6 p.m. the same day,” 
she said. “He immediately knew I 
needed emergency treatment. By  
7 p.m., I checked into Providence;  
by 8:30 p.m., he read my MRI scans. 
That’s the kind of exemplary care  
Dr. Soo provides.”

Helen underwent emergency thoracic 
spine surgery on her and Alan’s 50th 
wedding anniversary, a nice gift she 
said, since she was a heartbeat away 
from being paralyzed. Helen spent six 
months recovering. Today, she’s thrilled 
to continue driving and living indepen-
dently. She walks with a cane but 
without pain.

Through the years of treatment from 
Dr. Soo, Helen also became acquainted 
with his wife, Doris Tong, MD, MSc, 
FRCPC, Director of Neurosurgical 
Residency Clinical Research, PPPH.

“Dr. Soo and Dr. Tong are brilliant and 
caring people,” Helen said. “I highly 

recommend their care for people 
facing similar spine issues.”

In recognition of their support to  
St. John Providence, Alan (posthu-
mously) and Helen were honored with 
the prestigious Order of Charity Award 
at this year’s Providence Friends’ Ball. 

“Without the care of the doctors at 
Providence, our lives would have been 
greatly diminished,” Helen said. “It’s  
a teaching hospital that’s had a big 
impact on our lives. We hope the 
community will experience the same 
benefits.”

Dr. Doris Tong and Dr. Teck-Mun Soo

Grateful patient supports neurology programs so others can have expert care
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St. John Providence (SJP) opened its 
newest facility in Howell, the county 
seat of Livingston County and one of 
Michigan’s fastest growing areas. The 
$13.5 million, 60,000-square-foot 
outpatient facility, at 1225 Latson Road 
off I-96, offers urgent care, primary 
care, obstetrics/gynecology, pediatrics, 
diagnostic imaging, lab and other 
specialty services.  The building, known 
as Ascension Medical Center, is 20 

miles west of Providence-Providence 
Park Hospital, Novi. Patients seen at 
the center are referred to the Novi 
campus if they need surgery or have 
other acute care needs. 

A ribbon-cutting event was held prior 
to the center opening for patients on 
May 5. The program included a special 
remembrance for SJP’s Sr. Xavier 
Ballance, DC, who was instrumental in 

expanding services into the communi-
ties west of metro Detroit. 

Philanthropy from donors like you 
helps ensure the latest equipment is 
available to SJP patients. Recent gifts 
supported Women’s Health Services, 
which has added 3D breast Tomosyn-
thesis imaging to all the breast centers, 
including the Howell facility.

Above: Ascension Medical Center is now open in Howell.

For 17 years, the Ladies of Lochmoor Club sponsored a golf 
outing to benefit an international organization that fights 
cancer. This year, the group decided to support cancer 
patients in their own community with proceeds from the 
Lochmoor Fights Cancer Golf Outing on Aug. 9. After 
researching various causes, Event Co-chairs Kathy Jerger, 
Patty Vaughn and Marilyn Zimmer chose the Needy Patient 
Fund at St. John Hospital & Medical Center’s Van Elslander 
Cancer Center (VECC). By donating the golf outing pro-
ceeds, the Ladies of Lochmoor Club are helping to alleviate 
the financial burden of SJHMC patients undergoing cancer 
treatment who are worrying about paying for medications, 
feeding their families, putting gas in their cars to get to 
appointments and other expenses. The Ladies of Lochmoor 
Club presented a check for $30,718 for the VECC Needy 
Patient Fund. The group had generous support from the 
Lochmoor Club and donors who supported the raffles with 
prizes or sponsored a hole.

Front row, holding the check (l-r): Lochmoor Ladies Patty Vaughn, 
Marilyn Zimmer and Kathy Jerger; back row (l-r), representing St. 
John Hospital & Medical Center: Shelley Corp, Sharon Werthmann, 
Lorrie Lipa, Bob Hoban and Renee Peck. 

Ladies of Lochmoor Club support cancer patients in need

New medical center extends patient care further west
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Thank you to Joseph R. Buck, MD, FACS, who made  
a generous gift to support the renovation of the 
Trauma Unit on 2-East at St. John Hospital & Medical 
Center. Dr. Buck, Director of Trauma and Surgical 
Critical Care, chose to give back to the area he works 
in daily. The specialized unit cares for victims of 
violence or any form of trauma. 

Dr. Buck, who has been dedicated to the care of 
critically injured patients for 25 years, wanted  
patients on the Trauma Unit to have an updated, 
attractive environment conducive to healing. The 
entire unit was renovated, including patient rooms 
and expansion of the desk area.  A new meeting  
space was created by opening up the end of the hall 
to enlarge the area and let natural light in to brighten 
the unit. This room will be named for Dr. Buck in 
recognition of his generosity. 

Dr. Buck is pictured in the new space where natural light abounds.

Patients needing electrophysiology (EP) studies of their 
heart now have the latest technology and state-of-the-art 
facilities for their care at St. John Hospital & Medical Center 
(SJHMC), thanks to Gretchen Valade, one of St. John 
Providence’s most generous donors.

Gretchen made an exceptional gift which allowed for the 
purchase of advanced fluoroscopic technology and mapping 
upgrades and reconstruction of the EP area in the W. Warren 
Shelden Heart & Circulatory Center to accommodate the 
new system. These enhancements are helping SJHMC stay 
ahead of other local hospitals for EP procedures, bringing 
the best possible care to patients.

Benefits of the new EP technology include:

• the ability to perform state-of-the-art procedures 
with better outcomes

• faster and safer ablation of atrial fibrillation, the most 
common sustained heart rhythm disorder

• greater safety for patients and physicians by signifi-
cantly reducing radiation exposure

• enhanced education for cardiology fellows and 
trainees

• increased participation in clinical trials

Shohail Hassan, MD, FACC, FHRS, Medical Director, Cardiac 
Electrophysiology, shows off the new mapping technology in the 
renovated EP Lab area during the grand opening.

New Electrophysiology Lab opens to better serve patients

Physician gives back to help patients on Trauma Unit
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Foundation adds, promotes associates

Kudos

Volunteers honored for commitment to St. John Providence
Congratulations to the St. John Providence (SJP) volunteers recently recognized as “Distinguished Volunteers” by the 
Greater Detroit Chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals at its National Philanthropy Day event.

Kathy Derderian is a Deaf fine artist 
who shares her talents with countless 
Deaf children, helping them gain greater 
self-awareness and self-esteem through 
artistic self-expression. For 15 years, 
Kathy has voluntarily served as Art 
Education Director at The Carls Family 
Village (an entity of The Holley Institute, 
a subsidiary of St. John Providence), 
teaching and arranging for other Deaf 
artists to lead children’s workshops.

Sr. Joan Drega, DC, “Sr. Joan the 
Great” to those who personally know 
her, is extremely passionate about the 
community and her work for SJP 
Foundations. She leads by example 
through her strong engagement and 
generosity, taking initiatives to the 
next level.  She provides a Daughters  
of Charity presence on hospital cam-
puses, serving as ambassador with 
patients, families, staff and donors. 

Cherolee Trembath, MD, is best 
described as dedicated. Her inspira-
tional leadership makes her a great 
partner in raising $500,000 for a 
Family Medicine Endowment for 
Providence-Providence Park Hospital 
(PPPH). Recognized as a “Top Doc” by 
Hour Detroit magazine, Dr. Trembath is 
committed to completing her distin-
guished 16-year tenure as Chair, 
Department of Family Medicine, with 
an endowment to benefit future family 
medicine physicians and patients. 

Ph
ot

o 
by

 S
ha

nn
on

 Fe
rg

us
on

Ashley Abaloz is the new Special 
Events Consultant for St. John 
Providence Foundations. She comes 
from The Children’s Center, where 
she was event manager. Before that, 
she worked at Henry Ford Health 
System in events and other fund-
raising positions. 

Sherry Augustine has been pro-
moted to Major Gift Consultant for 
St. John Health Foundation. Since 
1999, she has worked in various 
roles, including annual fund, special 
events, major gifts and capital 
campaigns. Most recently, she was 
funds development consultant for 
SJP east region hospitals. 

Lisa Pinkowski has joined SJP 
Foundations as Annual Giving 
Development Officer to provide 
management and creative direction 
to build the annual giving program. 
Lisa was with the Oakwood Founda-
tion (now Beaumont Foundation) for 
over 20 years in various roles, most 
recently as development officer.
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New board chair and members announced

Jason Phillips is the new Chair of the 
Providence Health Foundation Board 
of Trustees. He has been a board 
member since 2016 and has served 
on the Finance Committee. Jason is 
Finance Director of Lear Corpora-
tion’s Global Financial Planning and 
Analysis group. He is responsible for 
financial and strategic planning and 
development of board of directors 
and earning release reporting. 

Doug Drobnis is a Providence Park 
League (PPL) volunteer who assists in 
the Emergency Center and Pediatrics 
Unit at PPPH, Novi. He is retired from 
the insurance and investment 
industry. Doug previously served on 
the board during his terms as PPL 
president in 2012, 2013 and 2016.

Terence Durkin is a principal attor-
ney at Kitch, Drutchas, Wagner, 
Valitutti & Sherbrook, one of the 
largest law firms in Michigan. He has 
extensive experience in litigation 
focusing on medical malpractice and 
general litigation. 

Jim Hynes is the new President of 
the Our Lady of Providence League 
(OLPL). He volunteers in Patient 
Registration at PPPH, Southfield.  
Jim previously served on the board 
during his terms as OLPL president  
in 2012 and 2013. He is retired from  
a sales position at IBM.

Carole Pavelich is the new President 
of the Providence Park League. She 
volunteers in the gift shop at PPPH, 
Novi. Carole is a retired teacher from 
the Detroit and Redford school 
districts.

St. John Health Foundation has named the following 
members to its Board of Trustees:

Michael LoVasco represents the 
third generation of family in the 
insurance industry. He is Executive 
Vice President for LoVasco Consult-
ing Group, which he cofounded with 
his father Gene. Michael works with 
LoVasco’s benefits team to provide 
financial modeling, peer review, 
strategy and project management. 
He chairs the Finance Committee for 
the St. John Health Foundation Board.

Pam Meyer is the new President of 
the Fontbonne Auxiliary of St. John 
Hospital & Medical Center (SJHMC). 
She had a long career in advertising 
sales, predominantly broadcast sales, 
and was a realtor. Pam is past presi-
dent of the Grosse Pointe Friends and 
Neighbors Club.

Daniel Roma is in his third term on 
the board. As the new President of 
THE GUILD of SJHMC, he represents 
the organization on the board. Dan 
has served on several GUILD and 
Foundation committees and chaired 
the GUILD Dinner. He is Chief 
Financial Officer for National Coney 
Island, Inc.; National Chili Company. 
His career spans finance and real 
estate development.

Providence Health Foundation has named the following 
members to its Board of Trustees:
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Annual Fund Endeavors

St. John Providence (SJP) associates and physicians believe in our sacred work, as 
evidenced by their dedication to helping others and through their generosity. In fiscal 
year 2017, 1,166 associates and physicians supported SJP hospitals, services and 
community programs with gifts totaling over $1.66 million! These numbers include 
540 individuals who supported the yearly giving campaign, raising more than 
$164,800. The Associate Hardship Fund, St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital, St. 
John Hospital & Medical Center and Community Health’s Infant Mortality Program 
were the top funds supported. Thank you!

In the coming year, associates will see an all new annual giving campaign with a 
simplified donation process, access to more funds in need of support and face-to-
face interactions for questions. The hope is that everyone in the SJP family finds 
fulfillment in making a positive impact for those who turn to St. John Providence for 
their care.

If you supported the “Holiday Blessings” program in the past, watch your mailbox for 
this year’s opportunity—a perfect way to show you care during the holiday season.

Doctor’s Day, March 30, 2018, is the ideal time to honor a special physician who made 
a difference in your life. More details on how you can recognize your favorite doctor 
will be sent out in the new year.

MAKE A  

DIFFERENCE!

Dedicated couples support gastrointestinal program 
Thank you to Mike and Nancy Timmis and Doug and Tracy 
Blatt for supporting Mohammed Barawi, MD, and his team 
who are advancing cures for gastrointestinal disorders and 
cancers. Dr. Barawi is Medical Director of the Endoscopy 
Department and Chief of Gastroenterology at St. John 
Hospital & Medical Center. The Timmis and Blatt families, 
longtime generous supporters of the hospital, hosted a 
reception at the Timmis home in September to raise funds 
for the Gastrointestinal Education and Research Fund. This 
fund is instrumental in providing cutting-edge treatment 
and technology. Education is a key component to leading-
edge care; the fund enables Dr. Barawi and his staff to host 
medical experts and attend international conferences to 
learn about breakthrough procedures and advanced 
therapies.

Pictured at the Timmis home are: Richard Berri, MD, Chief of Surgical 
Oncology; Dr. Mohammed Barawi; Doug and Tracy Blatt; and Nancy 
and Mike Timmis.



Fall 2017

14

Providence Friends’ Ball: The annual event on May 6 
raised $335,157, supporting Women’s Health Services, 
Medical Education, Orthopedics, Oncology, Neuroscience, 
and Heart and Vascular. Alan* and Helen Ross and Southfield 
Radiology Associates, PC, received the Order of Charity Award 
for exemplifying the Providence-Providence Park Hospital 
Mission. Barry Feldman, MD, and Sherri Lynn Graf, DO, were 
honored as The Caduceus Society Physicians of the Year. Art 
Van Elslander, special friend and major benefactor of St. John 
Providence, was recognized as Honorary Physician and 
Caduceus Society Member of Distinction. Kelly Hurshe and 
Beth Moore co-chaired the event, which had over 600 
guests at the Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance Center.

Jean Meyer, Ascension Michigan COO, with Art Van Elslander

GUILD Dinner: The 57th annual event on May 12 raised 
$95,000 in net proceeds for the center hub renovation at  
St. John Hospital & Medical Center (SJHMC). The project 
includes expanding THE GUILD Coffee Shop and common 
area near the center lobby. Honorees included: Karlest Ford, 
Sr. Verenice McQuade Distinguished Service Award; James 
B. Nicholson, Philanthropic Service Award; Jacqueline 
Wetherholt, CSJ, Lifetime Achievement Award; and Edward 
Schervish, MD, Physician of the Year Award. Greg DeMars, 
Esq., was Event Chair; Sean Lane was Vice Chair. The event 
was held at the MGM Grand Detroit.

Honorees are pictured (as listed above) with Dominic Pangborn (left), 
designer of the awards, and Paul Treder, past GUILD President (right).

St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital Taste Fest & 
Health Fair: Over 500 guests tasted samples from 24 area 
restaurants and participated in a free health fair at the 16th 
annual event on May 22 at the San Marino Club, Troy. 
Proceeds of $71,550 will support the renovation and expan-
sion of the East Tower at SJMOH’s Warren Campus. Event 
Chairs were Denise Hubbard, Joann Lademan and Audra 
Stoker. People’s Choice Awards were presented to Carraba’s 
Italian Grill (best 
entrée), bd’s Mongo-
lian Grill (best casual 
entrée), Zoyo 
Neighborhood 
Yogurt (best dessert) 
and Touchpoint 
Support Services 
(best presentation). 

Taste Fest Co-chairs: 
Joann Lademan, Denise 
Hubbard and Audra 
Stoker

Providence Golf Classic: The 38th annual golf outing on 
June 5 raised $185,519 to benefit Care of the Poor programs 
for those in need at Providence-Providence Park Hospital. 
Proceeds went to the Believe in Miracles Fund, which assists 
families in crisis as a result of cancer, and supported the 
Infant Mortality Program, which assists at-risk pregnant 
women to help lower the infant mortality rate. The outing 
was again chaired by Dave Imesch and held at the Indian-
wood Golf and Country Club, Lake Orion, with 252 golfers.

Providence Golf Classic participants: Dave Imesch, Jim Wlosinski, 
Skip Bearance, Tom Petroske, Steve Smark, Mike McElmeel and  
Fred Smark

Your event support helps improve patient care

Continued on page 15*posthumously
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St. John River District Hospital Golf Outing: The 40th 
annual outing on June 13 raised $51,083 to help fund the 
purchase of a 3D breast Tomosynthesis imaging machine. 
This equipment is a breakthrough in imaging technology 
that provides a higher rate of breast cancer detection. Bill 
Zweng chaired the golf outing, which had 108 golfers at  
the St. Clair Golf Club. To celebrate the 40th anniversary, 
trophies were introduced to recognize the top foursomes  
in male, female and mixed team categories.

The 2017 St. John River District Hospital Golf Outing Men’s Flight 
winning team: Randy Fernandez, Matt Fernandez, Jeff Horner and 
Ralph Livingston 

Jerry Williams Shootout for a Cure Golf Outing: The 
3rd annual event raised $32,500 for the Jerome F. Williams 
Gastric Cancer Program at SJHMC. The program was estab-
lished to fulfill the vision of Jerry, a former gastric cancer 
patient, to ensure other patients receive the care they need 
and do not endure the struggles of cancer care alone. Anne 
Marie Williams worked with Richard Berri, MD, Chief of 
Surgical Oncology, to create the program in honor of her 
late husband. The outing was held on Aug. 18 at the St. Clair 
Golf Club.

Dr. Richard Berri, the Wagener family (Alicia holding Nathan, and Eric 
with Noah in front) and Anne Marie Williams; Eric is a patient of Dr. Berri.

Your event support helps improve patient care Continued from page 14

Climb to Beat Breast Cancer ~ Brasstown Bald Challenge:  The 2017 St. John Providence Climb to Beat Breast Cancer 
team, chaired by Melony Johnson, raised over $49,000 for the Maria R. Lucarelli Endowment Fund in support of the  
St. John Providence Breast Care Program. On June 24, 33 climbers hiked 7.5 miles through the Blue Ridge Mountains to 
summit Brasstown Bald, the highest peak in Georgia at 4,485 feet. This is the 9th year a team has trekked up a mountain  
to help uninsured and underinsured women get diagnostic tests to ensure early detection of breast cancer.
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St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital Golf Outing: The 
18th annual golf outing on Aug. 21 raised $97,665 to benefit 
the expansion of the East Tower at SJMOH’s Warren Campus. 
Pete Seilo chaired the sold-out event at Plum Hollow Golf 
and Country Club, Southfield, where warm temperatures 
and a solar eclipse added to a successful day. The Caduceus 
Cup challenge was won by Mike and Deb Cattaneo; Mike 
Piper, MD; and Marc Piper, MD (pictured below).

St. John Medical Staff/GUILD Golf Outing: The 12th 
annual outing raised over $50,000 in net proceeds to benefit 
the Magnet Status for Nursing at SJHMC. Once again, 
Edward Schervish, MD, was Chair and Benjamin Capp and 
Don Mattes were Co-chairs of the event held on Sept. 13 at 
Lochmoor Club, Grosse Pointe Woods. Dr. Schervish was 
the tournament’s Medical Staff winner; Jerry Gadette was 
the non-medical staff winner.

Thomas LaLonde, MD, presents the trophy to winner Dr. Schervish.

Run for a Reason: The 4th annual 5k Run/Walk and 1 Mile 
Fun Walk on Sept. 24 was co-sponsored by THE GUILD of 
SJHMC and Fontbonne Auxiliary. Net proceeds of $7,000 
will go toward the Magnet Status for Nursing at SJHMC. 
Rhonda Schervish chaired the event; 300 people participated 
in the run/walk at the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club. Peter 
Cueter and Amanda Vinteroghel were the overall race winners. 

Winner Peter Cueter races toward the finish line. 

Ways you can help
You make a difference to St. John Providence in 
many ways with your donations. Gifts of any size 
help us provide the best care to our patients. Please 
know that your gifts always go toward the areas 
you select.

We are continually enhancing services in our 
Centers of Excellence:

• Heart and Vascular
• Cancer Care
• Neuroscience
• Weight Loss
• Orthopedics
• Minimally Invasive Surgery

To learn how you can support these areas or to talk 
with us about an area of special meaning to you, 
please call 313-343-7480. 
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Thank you to our event sponsors
The sponsors listed here supported St. John Providence Foundations at one or more of the following events: Providence 
Friends’ Ball, St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital Taste Fest & Health Fair, Providence Golf Classic, St. John River District 
Hospital Golf Outing, Climb to Beat Breast Cancer ~ Brasstown Bald Challenge and St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital 
Golf Outing. Thank you for your generosity!

AIM Construction, Inc.
The Arbor Inn

Daniel Aronovitz, DPM
Art Van Furniture, Inc.

Backer Landscaping, Inc.
Be Well Medical Center - Paul Benson, DO

Binson’s Home Health Care Centers
Blue Care Network of Michigan

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
Boulevard Health Center

Bumler Mechanical
C & G Newspapers

Cadillac Asphalt, LLC
Center Line Electric, Inc.

Cherrywood Nursing & Living Center
Jim and Dee Cole

Concord EMS
Peter and Camille Cracchiolo

Raymond M. and Jane E. Cracchiolo Foundation

CSM Group
Steven Dehnke

DeRoy Testamentary Foundation
Diagnostic Radiology Consultants, PC

Digestive Health Associates, PLC
DTE Energy

Emerald City Designs
Executive Language Services, Inc.

Gammons Medical
George W. Auch Co.

Guardian Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Tarik Hadid, MD, MS, MACP

Hall, Render, Killian, Heath & Lyman, PLLC
Terry and Debbie Hamilton
Hazel Park Medical Center

HKS Architects
Robert and Judy Hoban

Home Instead Senior Care
Hubbell, Roth and Clark, Inc.

Once Upon a Time...
St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital

Taste Fe
st  

and Health Fa
ir
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For information on upcoming sponsorship opportunities, please call 313-343-4530 or email specialevents@stjohn.org.

Huron Valley Ambulance, Inc.
Independent Emergency Physicians, PC

ITC Holdings Corp.
John Paul Home Care, Inc.

Seyburn Kahn
Kasco, Inc.

Kendall Electric, Inc. / Merlo Energy
Lake Huron Medical Center

Lawrence Technological University
Lear Corporation

Alphonse S. Lucarelli
MA Engineering

Macomb Community College
Macomb Mechanical, Inc.

Medcraft Healthcare Real Estate
Medilodge of St. Clair

Medstar Ambulance Corp.
Mendelson Kornblum Orthopedic  

& Spine Specialists
Merge Healthcare Solutions, Inc.

Meridian Senior Living
Mestdaugh Group

Michigan Head and Spine Institute, PC
Michigan Healthcare Professionals, PC

Michigan Institute for Neurological Disorders
Michigan Precision Swiss Parts Co., Inc.

Michigan Spine and Brain Surgeons, PLLC
Michigan State University College of Osteopathic Medicine

MVP Collaborative
My Doctor’s Inn Management  

Company, LLC
My Spine Team

Nelson Mill Company
Oakland Primary Care

Orchard Grove Health Campus
Our Lady of Providence League

PACE Custom Printing
Pain Clinic Management Group, PLLC

Pathology Specialists of Southeast Michigan, PC
The Physician Alliance
Gary L. Pineau, CRNA

Providence Park League
Pulmonary Medicine Associates

R1 RCM, Inc.
Radiation Oncology Specialists, PC

Relevar Home Care
Reverence Home Health & Hospice

Rose Senior Living
Nancy Salden

SEMCO Energy
Shelby Crossing Health Campus 

Shores Primary Care
Southfield Radiology Associates, PLLC
St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital -  

Graduate Medical Education
St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital - Medical Staff

St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital - Osteopathic Medicine
St. John Providence Center for Wound and Hyperbaric Medicine

St. John River District Hospital - Medical Staff
Stonecrest of Rochester Hills Senior Living

Stonecrest of Troy Senior Living
Joe and Karen Tasse

TeamHealth Emergency Medicine
Total Health Care, Inc.

TouchPoint Support Services
Tri-Hospital EMS

Trilogy Health Services, LLC
United Healthcare Services

Universal Macomb Ambulance Service, Inc.
The Van Elslander Family

Varsity Lincoln, Inc.
Vascular & Endovascular Institute of MI, PC

Warner Norcross & Judd, LLP
The Webber Group

WellBridge of Rochester Hills, LLC
WellBridge of Romeo, LLC

Windemere Park Senior Community
World Heritage Foundation

The Law Office of  
Douglas C. Wozniak, PLC

X-Ray Associates of Port Huron, PC



St. John River District 
Hospital 41st Annual Golf 
Outing
June 12, 2018
St. Clair Golf Club, St. Clair

Benefitting St. John River District Hospital 

Climb to Beat Breast Cancer 
~ Mount Marcy Challenge
June 30, 2018
Lake Placid, New York

Benefitting SJP Breast Care Program and 
the Maria R. Lucarelli Endowment Fund

St. John Macomb-Oakland 
Hospital 19th Annual Golf 
Outing
Aug. 20, 2018
Plum Hollow Golf and 
Country Club, Southfield

Benefitting St. John Macomb-Oakland 
Hospital

St. John Macomb-Oakland 
Hospital Taste Fest
May 14, 2018
San Marino Club, Troy

Benefitting St. John Macomb-Oakland 
Hospital

58th Annual GUILD Dinner
May 23, 2018
MGM Grand Detroit

Benefitting St. John Hospital & Medical 
Center

Providence 39th Annual 
Golf Classic
June 4, 2018
Indianwood Golf and Country 
Club, Lake Orion

Benefitting Providence-Providence Park 
Hospital 

Spirit of Giving is a 
publication of St. John 
Providence Foundations
for donors and friends in 
the community.

Editor: Kathy Torick
Designer: Debra Hoban

If you prefer to be removed 
from the mailing list, write to:
Newsletter Editor
SJP Foundations
Mack Office Bldg, Ste 102
22101 Moross Road
Detroit, MI 48236 
or call 248-465-4511.

ST. JOHN PROVIDENCE FOUNDATIONS
Mack Office Building, Suite 102
22101 Moross Road
Detroit, MI 48236

If you would like to learn more about giving opportunities at  
St. John Providence hospitals and entities, please call 313-343-7480.

NOTICE 
St. John Providence complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex.   

 ATTENTION:  If you speak a language other than English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-586-753-1888 (TTY: 1-313-343-3126). 
 ATENCIÓN:  si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística.  Llame al 1-586-753-1888 (TTY: 1-313-343-3126). 
 ).3126-343-313-1(رقم ھاتف الصم والبكم:  1888-753-586-1كنت تتحدث اذكر اللغة، فإن خدمات المساعدة اللغویة تتوافر لك بالمجان.  اتصل برقم ملحوظة:  إذا  

 

 

Save the Date

For details, call 313-343-7480  or visit www.stjohnprovidence.org/fundraising/events.

Fontbonne Auxiliary 64th 
Annual White Christmas Ball
Dec. 8, 2017
Detroit Athletic Club, Detroit

Benefitting St. John Hospital & Medical 
Center Patient Guest Housing Program

St. John River District 
Hospital Dinner Dance
Jan. 27, 2018
Alexander’s Banquet Center, 
Marysville

Benefitting St. John River District Hospital 

Providence Friends’ Ball
Apr. 21, 2018
Cobo Center, Detroit

Benefitting Providence-Providence Park 
Hospital 

THE 
GUILD


