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Human trafficking occurs across all ages,
races and socioeconomic groups.

Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations

DeMars family endowment targets human trafficking
Funds from the DeMars endowment
will support ongoing human trafficking
awareness and training programs at
Ascension St. John for all associates
who might encounter a victim. These
programs align with Ascension’s
Mission to serve the poor and
vulnerable.
Although trafficking victims may not
be visible at first glance, they live
among us. Many are forced to work
Greg and Phyllis DeMars

Human trafficking — the crime of
buying or selling of children and adults
for labor or sex by force, fraud or
coercion — is an international crisis
impacting between 20 and 30 million
people. It has become the fastest
growing criminal industry after drug
trafficking.
In the United States, human trafficking
cases jumped 25 percent between
2017 and 2018, according to Polaris,
a nonprofit organization that compiles
comprehensive data through its
National Human Trafficking Hotline.
The problem has also extended into
the American heartland. Michigan is
ranked sixth among all states in
human trafficking cases reported.
To help bring this human suffering to
an end, longtime supporters Gregory
and Phyllis DeMars made a generous
gift to establish the DeMars Family
Endowed Fund Against Human
Trafficking at Ascension St. John
Hospital. Greg serves as President of
THE GUILD of St. John, while Phyllis is
an active member of the Fontbonne
Auxiliary.
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in the illegal sex trade or perform
involuntary labor. Victims include
infants and children, adolescents,
women and men, the disabled and
the elderly.
Trafficking victims often come into
contact with healthcare providers
at hospitals, outpatient clinics and
primary care offices. Unfortunately,
many victims go unrecognized.
“Experience has shown us that human
trafficking victims span all ages, races,
and socioeconomic groups,” said
Cynthia Taueg, DHA, Vice President,
Community-Based Health Services
at Ascension. She oversees the
trafficking identification initiative
across Ascension’s Michigan market.
“Training, resources and collaboration
are critical to identify and assist those

affected to restore their health and
wholeness,” she added.
Since the program launched three
years ago, associates at Ascension
Michigan hospitals have identified
and assisted 36 trafficking victims.
Ascension’s Ministry-wide human
trafficking response program provides
identified victims with safe housing,
a detox facility within 72 hours of
contact, and notification of
appropriate law enforcement.
The DeMars family hopes to grow
the endowment, with the support of
others, to extend training to all
Ascension St. John staff and other
local partners, such as EMS.
“By establishing this endowment,
Phyllis and I hope more Ascension
St. John associates will be able to
identify potential human trafficking
victims and give them the help they
desperately need to regain their lives,”
Gregory DeMars said. “The more
people learn about the signs of
potential human trafficking, the closer
we’ll be to eliminating this problem
from society. We’re passionate about
supporting this training program.
Helping the vulnerable is an important
part of our Catholic faith.”

You can help stop human trafficking
Human trafficking is a growing problem impacting the community. Funds are
needed to help the DeMars endowment meet its goal of providing training
for all Ascension St. John staff who may encounter a trafficking victim.
To make a gift supporting the DeMars Family Endowed Fund Against
Human Trafficking, please use the donation envelope in this newsletter.
If you have questions, please contact Sherry Augustine at 313-343-7481
or sherry.augustine@ascension.org.
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A message to our donors
Dear Friends,
I took on a new role with Ascension
as Vice President, Foundation
Development, for Ascension Michigan,
effective Aug. 19, 2019. I have been
part of Ascension since 2001, joining
St. John Providence as Chief Strategy
Officer. In subsequent years, my role evolved to include
statewide responsibilities for Strategy and Centers of
Excellence, administrative lead for the Cardiovascular
service line, President of the Care Continuum, and President
and CEO of Ascension St. John Hospital and Ascension River
District Hospital. Previously, I worked with a consortium of
50 hospitals across the state for 12 years, and during that
time had some involvement with most of the communities
served by Ascension Michigan.
The focus of this new position is to create alignment across
our foundations statewide, while retaining the local autonomy

and direction that is so important to our donor community.
I have built relationships with many of you over the years and
look forward to working with you to support our foundations.
One of my top priorities is focusing on filling the vacant chief
development officer positions at Ascension St. John Foundation and Ascension Providence Foundation to help guide our
way in fundraising for our Southeast Michigan hospitals.
As part of one of the leading nonprofit and Catholic health
systems in the U.S., our future is exciting. I can’t begin to
thank you enough for your generosity to Ascension St. John
and Providence Foundations. Your gifts help us continue to
lead the way in healthcare, transform treatment for our
patients and make a difference to those we serve in our
community.
Sincerely,

Robert E. Hoban

Ascension St. John Foundation and Ascension Providence Foundation
Fiscal Year 2019 consolidated fundraising activity
Major gifts
Grants
$4,535,117
Major gifts
$6,424,223

Grants
Planned giving
Special events
Annual giving
Third/second party & cultivation
Commemorative giving
Other

Planned giving
$1,192,385
Other
$78,350
Commemorative giving
$79,690

Special events
$817,443
Third/second party & cultivation
events $293,439

Annual giving
$470,610

FY19 total fundraising $13,891,257
Fundraising cost per dollar raised = 22¢
Fundraising return on investment = $4.56

Thank you to our generous donors for helping us raise nearly $14 million last year to enhance patient and community
programs and services, acquire new technology, and expand and renovate our healthcare facilities.
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Paula Schreck, MD, teaches students in the Lactation Consultant Program.

Accredited lactation training program increases career opportunities,
breastfeeding support locally
Ascension Michigan is expanding efforts to provide women
with breastfeeding support by creating the Midwest’s first
brick and mortar academically accredited lactation program.
Three grants totaling more than half a million dollars —
$374,311 from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, $75,000 from
the DMC Foundation and $54,000 from the Michigan Health
Endowment Fund — were awarded to Ascension Michigan’s
Lactation Consultant Program (formerly known as the
Mother Nurture Lactation College) for this endeavor.

cation as internationally board-certified lactation consultants
(IBCLC). The aim is to improve community lactation support
by creating a new workforce that is specially trained, costeffective and culturally specific.

A groundbreaking relationship with Henry Ford College in
Dearborn and Ascension Michigan established the Lactation
Consultant Program that allows more women to earn certifi-

both didactic education and clinical experience, and qualify
graduates to take the certification exam. There are currently
only nine CAAHEP-accredited lactation programs in the
world.

The Lactation Consultant Program was recently awarded
accreditation through the Commission on Accreditation of
Allied Health Education Programs (CAAHEP). The certificate
program is provided under the direction of Paula Schreck,
MD, IBCLC, FABM. CAAHEP-accredited programs provide

Evidence shows it is important for mothers to receive peer
and professional support to achieve breastfeeding goals.
Support is more impactful when mothers can relate to their
supporter on multiple levels, so it is critical the support
network represent the community being served.
The Lactation Consultant Program will expand and diversify
the lactation field by providing women, especially those with
only a high school education and limited resources, with an
opportunity to become IBCLC certified. It is designed to
increase accessibility by decreasing costs and by integrating
into a college.
A new mom and baby get ready for breastfeeding.
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Community health programs work together to save lives
Christina Fernandze believes she is
alive today because of a heart and
vascular screening, provided at no
cost to her by the Ascension Mobile
Health Center.
The screening was offered through
Bridges to HOPE (Helping Others Prosper through Empowerment), a collaborative initiative between Ascension Michigan
and The Society of St. Vincent de Paul. This life skills enrichment program, located at Conner Creek Health Center and
Riverview Health and Rehabilitation Center in Detroit,
empowers individuals experiencing poverty with resources
and education to create a path to self-sufficiency.
With a family history of heart disease, her own history of
hypertension and not feeling her best, Christina hadn’t been
able to work in a while. She signed up for the non-invasive
heart screening since it was convenient, and a doctor’s
referral wasn’t needed.
During the screening, Christina was told her blood pressure
was extremely high; she was advised to go to the nearest
emergency room immediately. She went to THE GUILD
Emergency Center at Ascension St. John Hospital, where she
was quickly admitted. After a week of heart monitoring and
testing, Christina had a heart attack in the hospital.
“I stood up, was instantly knocked off my feet and fell onto
the chair next to the bed,” she recalled.

Nurses rushed into the room after witnessing what Christina
described as “a 25-beat run of my heart in 2 seconds.”
Christina said her body felt too heavy to get up from the
chair and into bed, and she was straining to breathe. She
struggled to say, “I have my children to go home to. Please
don’t let me die!”
The medical team appropriately treated Christina. Lying in
her hospital bed on a ventilator for three days, Christina
reflected on how grateful she was to get the heart screening,
sponsored by Bridges to HOPE.
“If I hadn’t had the screening, I’m afraid I might have died at
home, even if I had my phone in my hand calling 911,” she said.
Now able to spend time with her family and at a new job,
Christina is grateful for a second chance at life. Her job with
a community wellness organization allows her to provide
health resources to others. She often shares her story to
encourage them to get screened.
“If I can assist in saving one life by sharing my experience,
then ‘Mission accomplished.’” Christina said.

The Ascension Mobile Health Center brings potentially lifesaving
screenings to the community.

Your gifts help community programs reach more residents
Community health programs are supported by Ascension
Michigan, Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations,
and gifts from community foundations, organizations and
donors like you.
Last year, the Ascension Mobile Health Center provided
1,964 adult heart and vascular screenings and 458 student
heart checks. Sixty percent of the screenings were provided
at no cost to patients. Approximately $50,000 has been
contributed for heart services provided on the Mobile Health
Center since its inception in 2017. Donors include the Aline
Orten Underhill Foundation, Philip and Elizabeth Filmer

Memorial Charitable Trust, Jack and Joyce Fowler, and The
WellBridge Group.
In addition, 47 donors contributed more than $89,000 to
Bridges of HOPE. Donors include Mission and Ministry, Inc.;
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, Detroit Branch of NAACP,
and many other organizations and individuals. Since 2015,
gifts have helped 236 participants graduate from Bridges to
HOPE and break the cycle of poverty.
To support these programs, please call 313-343-7480 or
248-465-5000.
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New patient tower opens to better serve community
The new patient tower at Ascension Macomb-Oakland
Hospital, Warren Campus, opened to enhance the
comfort, privacy and overall care experience for patients
and their families.
The $48 million project was the largest construction
endeavor since the hospital opened in 1966. The expansion
added three new patient floors to the existing building, for a
total of seven floors, and entirely renovated an existing floor.
The expansion enables the hospital to better serve the
community with improved technology; private, more familyfriendly rooms; a larger, more efficient Rehabilitation Unit;
and upgraded furnishings. The project added 75 spacious,
private rooms, increasing the number of private rooms to
220. The total number of inpatient hospital beds is 375.

Mendelson Kornblum Orthopedics, Spine and Pain Specialists,
longtime supporters of the hospital with their clinical work,
orthopedic improvement initiatives and support of hospital
fundraising efforts, gave their largest gift to the tower
campaign. A patient corridor on the Orthopedics Unit was
named for the group.
Kitch Attorneys & Counselors, a loyal supporter of event
sponsorships and special projects for Ascension Southeast
Michigan for over 35 years, contributed a significant gift.
A consultation room on the Cardiac Unit was named for the
law firm.

Guests, including local dignitaries, philanthropic donors,
hospital leadership, doctors and staff, attended a ribboncutting celebration in June when the sixth floor inpatient
unit opened. Following an introduction by hospital President
Terry Hamilton, Warren Mayor Jim Fouts and Macomb
County Executive Mark Hackel spoke. The Most Rev. Bishop
Robert Joseph Fisher, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of
Detroit, gave a blessing.
A key part of the program was thanking the many donors.
More than $1.3 million was raised through the “Caring to
New Heights” campaign to assist with the capital investment
of $46 million. Generous gifts were received from the
Volunteer Auxiliary, medical staff, community, and proceeds
from the hospital’s annual golf outing and Taste Fest.

Mark Wisniewski, CEO, Kitch Attorneys & Counselors, and
Daniel Ryan, MD, stand next to the consultation room named
for the law firm.
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At the grand opening ribbon-cutting for the expansion project
are, from left, Mark Hackel, Mayor Jim Fouts, Linda Root,
Renee Peck, Sally Hock, Jim Nokielski, Bishop Joseph Fisher
and Terry Hamilton.

Terry Hamilton, President of Ascension Macomb-Oakland Hospital;
Jeffrey Mendelson, MD, and Mike Beaubien, of Mendelson
Kornblum Orthopedics, Spine and Pain Specialists, stand by signage
recognizing the medical practice’s gift to the expansion project.
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New patio creates peaceful setting for behavioral health patients

The new park-themed rooftop patio for behavioral health patients provides access to sunlight, fresh air and opportunities to engage in
horticulture and group therapy.

A new outdoor rooftop patio is providing a unique healing
environment for behavioral health inpatients at Ascension
Macomb-Oakland Hospital, Warren Campus. The patio
opened on Sept. 11 with a celebration honoring donors who
supported the recent renovation of the Behavioral Health
Unit and the patio.

In addition, Dr. Gupta and his wife Madhu made a generous
gift. Dr. Gupta was also instrumental in securing a substantial
donation from the medical staff. Along with other donors,
Suresh Aggarwal made a generous gift in memory of her late
husband Verinder Aggarwal, MD, a hospital physician.

The patio was created to help enhance the care environment
for vulnerable behavioral health patients who tend to spend
eight to 10 days on the unit. These patients are often well
enough physically but poor in spirit; Ascension MacombOakland is dedicated to meeting their unique needs.
“The Behavioral Health Unit patio fulfills the holistic care
approach in a natural environment for improving mental
health of our patients,” said Bal Gupta, MD, Chief of Psychiatry.
The patio was funded almost entirely by philanthropy,
including a lead gift from Stephen Kassab and his family.
Steve is a longtime supporter of the hospital and owner of
Kasco, Inc. The project had a special place in his heart
because of the care his brother Louis received on the
Behavioral Health Unit many years ago.

Celebrating the unveiling of the new rooftop patio are, from left,
Anthony Petrilli, MD; Steve Kassab; Jarrett Schroeder, MD;
Cathy Barwick; and Dr. Bal Gupta.
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A GO Kart helps a young patient cope with his long days in the hospital.

Young patients get their game on with GO Karts
Having to stay in the hospital can be stressful for anyone. For
pediatric patients, especially, the experience can be lonely,
isolating and scary.
To help kids cope, Gamers Outreach and the Metro Detroit
Chevy Dealers Association have teamed up to provide
bedside recreation and healing therapy for pediatric patients
with a donation of five GO Karts for Ascension Michigan
hospitals.
GO Karts are portable video game systems built specifically
for the medical environment. Each GO Kart (kiosk on wheels)
is equipped with a gaming monitor, gaming console and an
assortment of video games.
Doctors, nurses and child life specialists believe in the
importance of recreation during a child’s hospital stay.
The GO Karts help hospital staff provide entertainment,
socialization and distraction for pediatric patients unable
to leave their hospital rooms.
Through a sponsorship from the Metro Detroit Chevy Dealers
Association, GO Karts were provided and delivered by Gamers
7

Outreach. GO Karts are available at Ascension St. John
Hospital in the Pediatric Unit and Emergency Center, and in
the Emergency Centers at Ascension Macomb-Oakland
Hospital, Warren, and Ascension Providence Hospital, Novi
and Southfield campuses.
“The GO Karts are an important addition to our Pediatric
Units and Emergency Centers,” said Shay Rocco, Child Life
Specialist, Pediatrics/PICU, Ascension St. John Children’s
Hospital. “They provide great diversion and normalization
to our patients and families, which are essential for assisting
them in coping with their hospital stay.”
Gamers Outreach is a charity dedicated to improving a
patient’s quality of life during treatment by providing safe,
flexible and efficient equipment and games. The Metro
Detroit Chevy Dealers Association, comprising 38 Chevrolet
dealerships, provides ongoing financial support through its
sponsorship of Gamers Outreach.
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Parents create scholarship fund in memory of son
After Jacob Winter died
suddenly at age 21, his parents
Benjamin and Brenda wanted
to do something special to
remember and honor him.
Jacob was a senior at
Michigan State University
when he passed away in 2016.
Before college, he attended
Northville High School where
Jacob Winter
he was a charter member of
the school’s rowing club. He
had also been an active student volunteer at Ascension
Providence Hospital, Novi, devoting nearly 200 hours of his
time as the first male volunteer in the hospital Gift Shop.

active youth volunteer members, as a component of PPL’s
existing scholarship program.
This year, two student volunteers from Northville High School
— Sandra Vasudevan and Elisabeta Ujeniuc — were awarded
$650 each from the Jacob D. Winter Scholarship Endowment.
Two other students also received $100 each to add to their
scholarships from PPL. The Winters attended the hospital’s
teen celebration where the students were awarded.
“We look forward to continuing to honor Jacob’s legacy and
helping more students over the years,” Benjamin said.

The Winters decided that establishing a scholarship fund in
Jacob’s name would be a good way to keep his memory alive
at the hospital where he had enjoyed spending time. They
made an initial donation to Ascension Providence Hospital,
Novi, in 2016 for this cause and contributed an additional gift
this year. Family and friends have also contributed.
In 2019, the Jacob D. Winter Scholarship Endowment Fund
was created to carry on Jacob’s legacy. This endowment
provides support to the Providence Park League (PPL) for the
scholarships the volunteer organization awards annually to

Benjamin and Brenda Winter with scholarship winner Sandra
Vasudevan and her mother Priya Vasudevan

Scholarships awarded by volunteer leagues
Each year, the Providence Park League (PPL) and the Our Lady of Providence League (OLPL) award scholarships to
senior student volunteers who volunteer at Ascension Providence Hospital’s Novi and Southfield campuses. The
volunteer leagues designate a portion of the proceeds from their fundraising activities for this purpose. In addition,
the Jacob D. Winter Scholarship Endowment Fund contributes to scholarships for Novi campus student volunteers
as part of PPL’s scholarship program.
The campuses partner with nine school districts to enable students to provide volunteer service to patients and
associates while exploring healthcare careers. To be eligible for a scholarship, students must complete a minimum
of 100 hours of service and remain active through the end of March during their senior year.
In 2019, OLPL, PPL and the Jacob D. Winter Scholarship Endowment Fund awarded nearly $13,000 in scholarships
to deserving teens.
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Physician’s gift honors memory of young boy, supports neurosurgery
Joshua DuRussel had just
turned 7 when he was
diagnosed with an incurable childhood brainstem
tumor, a diffuse instrinsic
pontine glioma. The little
boy, who loved baseball,
dinosaurs, books and
playing outdoors, passed
away six months later.
Alexandra Beier, DO,
FACOS, FAAP, was in the
second year of her neurosurgery residency at Ascension Providence Hospital when
this happened. Her brother, a family practice doctor, called
asking questions about his patient, who was having balance
problems and turning his head to play video games. Because
the siblings often bounced ideas off each other, Dr. Beier
didn’t think much about the call until she learned the patient
was her brother and sister-in-law’s nephew.
Joshua DuRussel

to Teck-Mun Soo, MD, Chief of Neurosurgery, Medical
Director of Complex Spine Services and Program Director of
the Neurosurgical Residency Program, who was her mentor,
instructor and supporter. She uses his teachings and methods
in her own practice and in educating residents and students.
“Giving back to the residency is a small token of my thanks
for what it provided me,” she said. “I’d like to offset the
expenses residents have when pursuing elective rotations
to further their careers. Most importantly, I want to raise
awareness of Joshua’s story and the need for continued
research in pediatric neurosurgical cancers, as children
should be outside playing and not fighting for their lives.”
Dr. Beier is now Surgical Director, Pediatric Epilepsy Program
at Wolfson Children’s Hospital, and Associate Professor
of Neurosurgery and Pediatrics, Division of Pediatric
Neurosurgery, University of Florida Health Jacksonville/
Lucy Gooding Pediatric Neurosurgery Center at Wolfson
Children’s Hospital.

Joshua’s death in 2007 deeply affected Dr. Beier, who
has a special place in her heart for children. “During my
neurosurgery residency, it was the pediatric patients where
I felt I could have the most impact,” she said. “I love being
able to get children back to being children, even when they
are fighting tough conditions such as seizures, brain injury
and tumors.”
To honor Joshua’s memory, Dr. Beier and her husband Shaun
made a generous gift to establish the Joshua DuRussel
Neurological Surgery Resident Endowment at Ascension
Providence. This gift will be matched by Shaun’s employer,
doubling the impact. Shaun is a staff scientist in research and
development at Johnson and Johnson Vision Care.
The purpose of the endowment is to encourage residents in
the Neurological Surgery Residency Program to broaden their
clinical and research expertise. Support will be awarded to
those needing financial assistance for off-site rotations; and
presentation, publication and research expenses.
Dr. Beier feels fortunate to have had her neurosurgery
residency at Ascension Providence. She is especially grateful
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Shaun Beier and Dr. Alexandra Beier
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Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery Center Campaign kicks off
Ascension Providence Hospital is embarking on a fundraising
campaign to elevate the expertise of the Minimally Invasive
Spine Surgery Program to the next level. The vision includes
highlighting the renowned Ascension Providence Neurosurgery Program at the Southfield campus as a destination
center featuring the clinical leadership of Dr. Teck-Mun Soo
and his team.
Renovations will be made to enhance the experience of
neurosurgery patients and their families. A dedicated
Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery Center check-in desk will
welcome patients at the hospital’s Providence Drive entrance,
beginning a seamless process of specialized care. After
registration, a concierge will lead patients and their families
to a renovated waiting area for neurosurgery patients.
Funds raised will enable the hospital to acquire leading-edge
surgical technology and leverage the exceptional skills of the
surgical team, continuing to change the lives of brain and
spine patients. Program endowments, like the Joshua
DuRussel Neurological Surgery Resident Endowment,
will help educate the next generation of neurosurgeons
by providing funding to support the residency program
and clinical research.

Ann Conrad, with Dr. Teck-Mun Soo, is grateful for his expertise
diagnosing and resolving her serious neck and spine conditions.

An event, hosted by longtime, generous donors Ann and
David Conrad, launched the campaign. The Conrads’ lead gift
will serve as a catalyst for the multi-million-dollar campaign.
To learn more about the Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery
Center Campaign and naming opportunities, please contact
Natalie Reilly-Finch at 248-465-5008 or
natalie.reilly-finch@ascension.org.

Generous donors give CuddleCot to Ascension River District Hospital
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Marshall recently donated a CuddleCot™
to Ascension River District Hospital to help families spend
more time with their babies after death occurs. The CuddleCot is a cooling device that allows the parents of stillborn
infants or those who die shortly after birth to extend their

time with their baby at the bedside before the child is moved
to the morgue. The cooling device attaches to a bassinet, so
the infant can remain in a hospital room longer, giving time
for family members to meet the baby, perhaps take photos or
make memory items, and say their goodbyes.
The device improves Ascension River District’s ability to
provide holistic care by supporting parents in their grieving
process. Several other Ascension hospitals have similar devices,
which were also donated by families and organizations.
A family member of the Marshalls experienced the loss of a
child many years ago, and at the time no such device existed.
The experience left Mr. Marshall looking for a way to prevent
his family’s loss from happening to others.

Accepting the CuddleCot are, from left, Jason Forbes, RN, Manager;
Chris Tomaszewski, NP, Director of Nursing; Mrs. and Mr. Marshall,
and Leslie Heuninckx, RN.

“I hope you never have need of it, but if you do, knowing I was
able to provide support to a family with this need is the most
important role I can have,” said Mr. Marshall.
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Halfway houses to help more substance abuse patients rebuild their lives
Over the past 15 years, a dramatic increase in the number
of patients addicted to opioids and other substances has
created new challenges for Ascension Brighton Center for
Recovery, a world-class facility for addiction recovery.

addiction. Residents participate in daily group therapy, attend
meditation educational sessions and daily community 12-step
meetings, and participate in other programs that help solidify
gains made in treatment while decreasing the risk of relapse.

Ascension Brighton’s programs are running at capacity and
often have a two-week waiting list for admissions. In addition,
the center’s halfway house — a living environment where
patients transition from inpatient and outpatient treatment
to independent living and lifelong recovery — has space for
just 16 beds. While 409 men and 322 women have resided in
the halfway house program over the past five years, demand
for this service greatly exceeds capacity.

Jamie, a former Ascension Brighton patient now in recovery,
credits the halfway house program with turning her life around.

As part of a comprehensive strategic facility master plan,
Ascension Brighton Center for Recovery plans to build two
new halfway houses to help reduce crowding, maximize
efficiency and create an optimal living environment for
people seeking recovery.
To reach this goal, Ascension Brighton recently launched
a $2.8 million fundraising campaign to support the
construction of the halfway houses ($2.3 million) and
to create an endowment program ($500,000) that will
provide scholarships for patients without adequate health
insurance. Endowment funds will help patients have an
appropriate length of stay so they can maintain abstinence
and rebuild their lives.
Ascension Brighton Center for Recovery’s halfway house
program has proven effective at helping patients overcome

One of the halfway houses, before and after
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“Halfway houses allow patients to work on the underlying
issues that contributed to their addiction, take responsibility
for their actions, and above all, build a foundation for a
successful recovery,” Jamie said. “My halfway house
experience at Ascension Brighton genuinely saved my life
and is the true component that jump-started my journey into
recovery. Giving patients a safe place where they can focus
solely on recovery for an extended period of time will
substantially reduce their risk of relapse. Constructing new
halfway houses will certainly help save more lives.”
Both of the two new 4,350-square-foot halfway houses will
be community living facilities housing 16 residents in each
house — doubling the current program capacity while
maximizing efficiency. The buildings will have dual entries,
comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act, and provide
adequate storage for residents and office space for staff.
In addition, the new houses will have proper proximity to
Ascension Brighton’s inpatient and outpatient buildings
and allow appropriate separation between male and
female residents.
Continued on next page
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Continued from page 11

The $2.8 million campaign is entirely philanthropic. To date,
Ascension Brighton Center for Recovery has raised more than
$500,000. The DeRoy Testamentary Foundation, a longtime
supporter of Ascension Southeast Michigan hospitals, made
a generous lead gift of a $300,000 grant for the project.

To learn more about the Ascension Brighton Center for
Recovery Halfway House Campaign or to make a gift in
support of this critical need, contact Christa Williams at
248-465-5006 or christa.williams@ascension.org.

You can provide HOPE to patients with Holiday Blessings

Holiday
Blessings
especially for you

Now through Dec. 20, you can honor someone special
through the Holiday Blessings program while providing
HOPE to patients. Your Holiday Blessings gifts will support
the HOPE Fund (“Helping Our Patients in Emergencies”) at
Ascension Macomb-Oakland Hospital (Warren or Madison
Heights), Ascension Providence Hospital (Novi or Southfield),
Ascension River District Hospital or Ascension St. John
Hospital. This fund assists patients with limited financial
resources or insurance coverage who have immediate basic
needs after a hospital stay. The HOPE Fund is made possible
entirely by donations. Last year, over $45,000 in aid was
given to patients for food, medication, utility bills and much
more after discharge.
For a minimum gift of $25, a special Holiday Blessings card
will be sent to those you recognize. The card has a message

of gratitude for the Holiday Blessings received (amount not
disclosed). You will receive an acknowledgement and
tax-deductible receipt. Cards will mail from the Ascension
St. John and Providence Foundations office by Dec. 20 (or
may be returned to you for hand delivery). Forms received
after Dec. 20 will mail through Dec. 27.
You can make a gift:
• Online at stjohnprovfoundations.org/donate
(Under designation, select “Other,” indicate
“Holiday Blessings” in comments section, select
“Tribute Gift” box and complete your details.)
•

By contacting Heidi Crisman at 248-465-4511 or
heidi.crisman@ascension.org

Thank you for providing HOPE. Happy holidays!

Honor your special doctor
Would you like to recognize a doctor whose skill and compassion have made a difference in your life? Doctor’s Day,
March 30, is an ideal time to do so.
In the new year, you’ll receive information explaining how to make a Doctor’s Day recognition gift; or contact Heidi
Crisman now, at 248-465-4511 or heidi.crisman@ascension.org. Your tribute will be shared with your doctor on
Doctor’s Day. (The gift amount will be kept confidential.)
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Patient’s granddaughter and friend create mural in cancer center
Morgan Krupic and her mom Janice
wanted to do something special for the
Assarian Cancer Center at Ascension
Providence Hospital, Novi, following
her grandfather’s treatment there a
few years ago. When her grandfather
was transported from the hospital to
the cancer center via the basement
tunnel, Morgan noticed the area was
very uninviting.

The center offers patients and family
members a full spectrum of programs
and resources for healing in body,
mind and spirit.

art can help patients. Their artwork
can be found in the Assarian basement, across from the conference
room.

The girls’ mural, “Step into the Daylight,” is a wonderful example of how

After her grandfather passed away,
Morgan and her mom decided to help
brighten up the space. They came up
with the idea to paint a mural in the
tunnel and secured hospital administration’s approval.
Morgan enlisted her friend Alexis
Felcher to help. The girls set up a
GoFundMe account to help cover
the cost of painting the 8-foot-by12-foot mural. In just two weeks, they
raised $2,000. This was more than
they needed for the project, so they
donated the remaining $1,370 to the
Assarian Healing Arts Center.

Alexis Felcher and Morgan Krupic proudly stand in front of their finished mural, which is
brightening the basement tunnel for patients and staff.

Local artist donates painting to hospital
Local artist Paul Zenian donated a beautiful painting of a
cross called “Re-Ordered” to Ascension Providence Hospital,
Southfield. Paul was an art instructor at Washtenaw
Community College from 1968-1995, and has donated art
to several hospitals and nonprofit organizations throughout
Southeast Michigan.
“It can be said that in art, beauty is the residue of glory,”
Paul said. “To God be the glory, great things he has done.”

Gathering for the dedication of the painting “Re-Ordered” are, from left, Manhal Tobia, MD, Chief Medical Officer; Paul Zenian,
artist; Margaret Klobucar, Chief Operating Officer; Michael Murray, friend of the artist; Lynn Chiesa, Chief Nursing Officer;
Emma Honsowetz, Donor Relations; and the Rev. Dr. Billie Beverly.
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In memory of a dedicated donor and community member
St. John Hospital, a member of the
McQuade Society and lifetime
member of THE GUILD.

Dan and Margaret Grady

Ascension St. John Hospital and the
community lost a devoted, generous
friend — E. Daniel Grady, who passed
away on Feb. 8, at the age of 87. Dan
was an exemplary individual whose
dedication to serving his community
was unparalleled. He was a member of
the board of trustees of Ascension

In addition, Dan contributed much of
his time toward the betterment of
education. He supported Catholic
education, including the University of
Detroit Jesuit High School and
Academy, and Loyola High School of
Detroit; and the Sisters, Servants of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Dan
was president of the college of business
administration’s advisory council and
president of the president’s cabinet at
University of Detroit/Mercy College.
He was also involved with many other
community organizations.

Dan had a long, successful career with
Michigan Bell, moving up through the
ranks to achieve the position of vice
president of several departments.
An extraordinary family man, Dan
always put family first. The most
important, meaningful positions of
his life were those of husband, father,
grandfather and great-grandfather.
Dan and his wife, Margaret, have four
children: Daniel (Carol), Kevin (Cathy),
Nancy Hames (Douglas) and Kathy
(Clif). They also have seven grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
Dan was a great friend to many and
always available to help. He will be
greatly missed.

Associates, doctors and executives hit it out of the park in 2019!
Thank you to all associates, doctors and executives
who made a gift to the 2019 Spirit of Giving Campaign.
The campaign was a great success, raising $326,456 from
1,578 donors. This represents a 39% increase in dollars
raised and a 15% increase in participation over last year.
Through your generosity, patients and communities served
by Ascension Southeast Michigan hospitals and programs
can receive the best care possible. Associates can also
benefit from funds donated for educational conferences,

special equipment needs, and for financial assistance through
the Associate Hardship Fund.
Those who gave to the campaign were invited for a complimentary day at Jimmy John’s Field in Utica to watch the
championship game of the United Shore Professional League.
Nearly 600 associates and family members enjoyed a
barbecue buffet and great seats. Two lucky family members
got to throw out the first pitch.

Many associates and their families enjoyed a fun-filled afternoon of baseball and complimentary treats at Jimmy John’s Field as a thank-you
for their contributions to the Spirit of Giving Campaign.
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Your event support enhances patient care
Friends’ Ball: The event raised more than $182,000 for
oncology services at Ascension Providence Hospital, Novi
and Southfield. Proceeds will support capital improvements
and program needs at the Ascension Providence Cancer
Institute, and patient care programs through the Believe in
Miracles Fund. Rose Senior Living at Providence Park was the
presenting sponsor. Cardinal Adam Maida and Mohammad
Qazi were honored with the Order of Charity Award. Michael
LaRouere, MD, and Cherolee Trembath, MD, were recognized
as The Caduceus Society Physicians of the Year, and Jeffrey
Zaks, MD, received The Caduceus Society Lifetime Achievement Award. Kelly Hurshe chaired the “Diamonds are

Providence Golf Classic: The 40th annual outing on June 3
raised nearly $180,000 for Care of the Poor programs at
Ascension Providence Hospital. Proceeds will support the
Believe in Miracles Fund and Infant Mortality Program.
The Believe in Miracles Fund helps patients struggling with
financial burdens by providing assistance for essential living
needs during treatment. Dave Imesch chaired the event, held
at Indianwood Golf and Country Club in Lake Orion, where
252 golfers participated in contests, a silent auction, raffle
and buffet dinner.

Forever” themed event, held Apr. 27 at Suburban Collection
Showplace, with nearly 700 guests in attendance.

The winning foursome included, from left, Dave Pohl, Janice Pohl,
Christine Meier and Steve Meyer. Christine also won the
Women’s Longest Drive on the Old Course and Closest to
the Pin on Hole #17 on the Old Course.
Cardinal Adam Maida and Dr. Jeffrey Zaks stand to be recognized.

Climb to Beat Breast Cancer ~ Whitetop Mountain
Challenge: The 2019 Climb to Beat Breast Cancer team,
of 39 climbers, hiked eight miles round trip to the summit
of Whitetop Mountain near Abington, Virginia, on June 29.
Following the historic Appalachian Trail, the climbers
paused at Buzzard Rock, which offers views of the high
peaks of North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia and West
Virginia. Melony Johnson chaired the event, which raised

nearly $50,000 for the Ascension Southeast Michigan
Breast Care Program. The team set records by including its
youngest climbers (ages 9 and 3 months), and its first
canine climber, Cooper! This is the 13th year a team has
trekked up a mountain to help uninsured and underinsured
women get diagnostic tests to ensure early detection of
breast cancer.

The team gathered at the base of the mountain following the climb.
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Taste Fest: More than $40,000 was raised to support the
renovation and expansion of the Webber Cancer Center
at Ascension Macomb-Oakland Hospital, Warren. The
July 22 event attracted more than 200 people to Jimmy
John’s Field in Utica, to enjoy delicious food samples and
a rousing game of kickball: Madison Heights Campus vs.
Warren Campus. Proceeds will update the chemotherapy
hood to the most current standard, expand clinical space,
and bring a new medical oncology practice into the center.
Event chairs were Dee Hubbard, Caitlyn Marsh and
Audra Stoker. Nothing Bundt Cakes won the award for
Best Dessert, City Barbecue received Best Entrée, and
TouchPoint took home both Best Presentation and Best
Snack, Side or Starter, honors.

Terry Hamilton, President, Ascension Macomb-Oakland
Hospital (left), congratulates TouchPoint staff for winning
two awards for their entries at Taste Fest.

Jerry Williams Shootout for the Cure Golf Outing: The 5th
annual event raised $35,000 for the Jerome F. Williams
Gastric Cancer Program at Ascension St. John Hospital. The
program was founded by Anne Marie Williams, based on the
vision of her late husband, Jerry. Richard Berri, MD, leads the
program to ensure that patients with gastrointestinal cancer
have access to the best quality cancer care. The golf outing,
held on Aug. 16 at St. Clair Golf Club in St. Clair, hosted 92
golfers. A surprise announcement allowed Anne Marie to
recognize a new family that will be assisted by a portion of
the proceeds.

Macomb-Oakland Golf Outing: More than $80,000 was
raised at the outing on Aug. 19 at Plum Hollow Country
Club in Southfield, where 144 golfers enjoyed sunny skies.
Proceeds will benefit equipment and facility upgrades of
the Labor & Delivery Unit at Ascension Macomb-Oakland
Hospital, Warren. After competing, golfers enjoyed a buffet
dinner, package raffle, 50/50 drawing and the presentation
of awards for Longest Drive, Closest to the Pin, Skins, and a
three-way tie for the Putting Contest! The famed Caduceus
Cup was awarded to the first-place team that included two
or more Ascension physicians. This year’s winning foursome
included Matt Chuba, Paul Chuba, MD; Jeff Falk, MD; and
Kyle Verdecchia. John Siedlik chaired the event.

Pictured from left are, Elango Edhayan, MD; Kim Coughlin; Michael
Grady; Anne Marie Williams; Richard Berri, MD; and Lauren Sall.

The winning scramble team included, from left, Thomas
Bilinski, Drew Bogelei, Andy Denryter and Michael Converse.

To see more event photos, visit: flickr.com/photos/sjpfoundations/albums.
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Thank you to our generous event sponsors
The sponsors listed here supported Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations and your local hospitals with $5,000 or more
at one or more of the following events: Friends’ Ball, Providence Golf Classic, Taste Fest or the Macomb-Oakland Golf Outing.
Thank you for your generosity!
•

Bellbrook and Fraser Villa

•

Newland Medical Associates

•

DeRoy Testamentary Foundation

•

Our Lady of Providence League

•

Emerald City Designs

•

Peter Basso Associates, Inc., and HKS Architects

•

HOUR Detroit

•

Providence Park League

•

IBM Watson Health

•

Rose Senior Living at Providence Park

•

Independent Emergency Physicians

•

The Sehn Foundation

•

ITC Holdings Corp.

•

Gary and Lisa Shiffman

•

Kasco and Guardian Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

•

Southfield Radiology Associates, PLLC

•

Lifeline Concord, LLC

•

Suburban Collection Showplace

•

Medical Staff of Ascension Macomb-Oakland Hospital

•

The Physician Alliance and Ethica

•

Michigan Ear Institute

•

Varsity Automotive Group

•

Michigan Spine and Brain Surgeons

For information on upcoming events or sponsorship opportunities, please call 313-343-4530
or email specialevents@ascension.org.

Leave a legacy
You can make a difference in the health of your
community, create a legacy and perhaps achieve
tax benefits by making a planned gift. A bequest,
IRA, 401(k), 403(b), annuity and stock are some
of the ways you can help us fulfill our Mission for
generations to come.
If you have included, or would like to include, one of
the hospitals of Ascension Michigan in your estate
plan or wish to learn more, please call us at
313-343-7480 or 248-465-5000.
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Kudos
Volunteers honored

New board chairs and member announced

Congratulations to the following individuals honored as
Distinguished Volunteers by the Greater Detroit Chapter
of the Association of Fundraising Professionals at its National
Philanthropy Day event. They were nominated by Ascension
St. John and Providence Foundations.

Terence Durkin is the new Chair of
the Ascension Providence Foundation
Board of Trustees. He has been on
the board since 2017. Terence is a
principal attorney with Kitch,
Drutchas, Wagner, Valitutti &
Sherbrook, one of the largest law
firms in Michigan. He has extensive experience in litigation,
focusing on medical malpractice and general litigation.

Ed Echelmeyer truly exemplifies the
Ascension Mission. His selfless,
personable nature is demonstrated
through his work with Ascension
Providence Hospital and Ascension
Providence Foundation.
Ed has been volunteering for the
Foundation, working with the annual fund team, for two
years. He also serves on the Foundation’s finance committee.
His financial expertise and benevolent spirit have been an
infallible resource to the hospital.
Christal Lewandowski is tireless
when it comes to volunteering for
Ascension Macomb-Oakland
Hospital events. She prides herself on
seeing a project through from start to
finish. Christal is wise, thoughtful and
strong. She believes, “It’s important
to share time, talent and treasure. It makes for a fuller life.”
Christal is involved with Michigan Senior Olympics, Troy
Nature Society, Troy Historical Society, Detroit Historical
Society, Detroit Zoo, Michigan Jazz Fest and Clinton River
Watershed Council.
Lorna Zalenski is President of the
Fontbonne Auxiliary for Ascension
St. John Hospital. “Involved” is a good
word to describe her. Anyone who
has met Lorna knows she can
accomplish anything with her
dynamic personality. Her creative
thinking, incredible energy and community connections
help achieve grand results. She inspires other volunteers
and has been instrumental in making improvements in
Fontbonne operations and fundraising initiatives. Lorna
is one in a million!

Jennifer Kluge is the new Chair of the
Ascension St. John Foundation Board
of Trustees. She has been on the
board since 2015. Jennifer is President
and CEO of the Michigan Business
and Professional Association and its
sister organization, the Michigan
Food and Beverage Association. She is also owner and
publisher of Corp! magazine.
Raymond Waller, MPH, is a new
member of the Ascension Providence
Foundation Board of Trustees. He is
Administrator of Ascension Brighton
Center for Recovery. Raymond leads
the center’s strategic direction,
oversees the budget, supervises
administrators and provides leadership for the direction of
clinical care. He is responsible for supporting tele-behavioral
health across Ascension Michigan.

New hospital president named
Kevin Grady, MD, is the new President
of Ascension St. John Hospital and
Ascension River District Hospital.
Dr. Grady was Chief Medical Officer
of Ascension St. John for five years
and has served on the medical staff
as a pulmonary/critical care physician
for 33 years. He has served in various medical staff leadership
roles, been on several boards within Ascension Southeast
Michigan, and acted as Chief Medical Officer of Ascension
Southeast Michigan.
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Save the Date
Fontbonne Auxiliary
White Christmas Ball
Dec. 7, 2019
The Dearborn Inn
Benefiting new Pediatric Emergency Department at Ascension St. John Hospital
Friends’ Ball
March 14, 2020
Suburban Collection Showplace, Novi
Benefiting Ascension Providence Hospital,
Southfield Campus, Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit (NICU) Renovation

Providence Golf Classic
June 1, 2020
Indianwood Golf and Country Club, Lake Orion
Benefiting Care of the Poor programs at
Ascension Providence Hospital
Climb to Beat Breast Cancer ~
Mount Mansfield Challenge
June 20, 2020
Underhill, Vermont
Benefiting the Maria R. Lucarelli Endowment
Fund, which supports the Ascension Southeast
Michigan Breast Care Program

For details on these and other upcoming events, call 313-343-4530, or visit stjohnprovfoundations.org/events.

If you would like to learn more about giving opportunities at
Ascension Southeast Michigan hospitals and entities, please call 313-343-7480.

