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Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations

Ascension St. John Children’s Hospital has launched a vital 
Your Child, We Care campaign to fund a significant 
expansion and renovation of Pediatric Services. The heartfelt 
purpose of the campaign is to give all children served by the 
hospital the best chance to live a full and healthy life.

The goal is to raise $18 million to enhance and renovate the 
Children’s Hospital through a four-part plan.

With a significant capital investment from Ascension and 
generous gifts from visionary supporters totaling more than 
$12 million, the hospital is on its way to making this vision a 
reality. But your support is still needed. When you invest in 
the Your Child, We Care campaign to benefit Ascension  
St. John Children’s Hospital, you’ll join other generous 
supporters who recognize this effort as a worthwhile project 
for children today and for generations to come.

Your support of the campaign will help:

• Build a Pediatric Emergency Department in the hospital 
that is separate and distinct from the current Emergency 
Department, which is a Level 1 trauma center that sees 
every kind of emergency. The Pediatric Emergency 
Department will have its own entrance and waiting area, 
which will help reduce wait times for young patients and 

their families, and keep them separate from adult 
patients in serious distress. 

• Renovate the Pediatric Inpatient Unit to create 28 private 
rooms and incorporate the best practices in functionality 
and design, which will improve delivery of care and the 
patient and family experience. 

• Create a dedicated Women’s and Children’s Entrance to 
the hospital to better accommodate women going into 
labor as well as injured or ill children and their families, 
making the journey seamless and easy.

• Move the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit so it is adjacent to 
the Pediatric Inpatient Unit. This will facilitate easier flow 
between the areas for staff and doctors as well as 
enhance the experience for families. 

Your Child, We Care ... a campaign to benefit  
Ascension St. John Children’s Hospital
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The Fontbonne Auxiliary and THE GUILD have joined 
together to give a $1 million gift to support the Your Child, 
We Care campaign to benefit Ascension St. John Children’s 
Hospital. The groups each made a pledge to donate 
$500,000 from their fundraising efforts.

Since the groups were founded over 70 years ago, they have 
always had a friendly rivalry to raise funds for Ascension  
St. John Hospital. They have worked together on a smaller 
scale for initiatives including supporting the hospital with 
special needs during COVID-19. But the Pediatric campaign is 
the first time the GUILD and Fontbonne have come together 
with such magnitude.

“The community needs to know Ascension St. John has 
fabulous doctors, staff and services, and the Children’s 
Hospital within a hospital,” said Lorna Zalenski, Fontbonne 
President. “From the time we learned about this campaign, 
both the Fontbonne and GUILD felt it was worthy of us being 
a part of and working together to support the cause.”

Greg DeMars was GUILD President at the time the joint gift 
was made. He was instrumental in the decision to donate 
together with the Fontbonne. He and his wife Phyllis’ grown 
children and five grandchildren live in the Grosse Pointe area, 

Fontbonne and GUILD make a combined gift of $1 million
so having Ascension St. John Children’s Hospital close to 
home is important to them personally as well as for the 
community. “The expansion and renovation project for 
Pediatrics will make the community more aware of the 
Children’s Hospital and the excellent medical care available 
right in their backyard,” Greg said.

The combined gift from the Fontbonne and GUILD will be 
recognized with the naming of the courtyard at the new 
Women’s and Children’s Entrance.

Pictured left to right are: Lorna Zalenski, Ascension St. John 
Hospital President Kevin Grady, MD, and Greg DeMars.

The new facility will support the hospital’s world-class 
doctors and staff and the excellent level of care already 
provided. It will help enhance recruitment, attracting even 
more skilled doctors and medical staff to serve children in 
our community.

Marcus DeGraw, MD, Chief of Pediatrics, Ascension St. John 
Hospital, and Debbie Bellovich have been named Co-chairs of 
the campaign. Other members of the campaign cabinet 
include: Division Chairs Peter Ahee, Anthony Kallabat, 
Michael LoVasco, Corey Kennard and Sarah Clarkson, as well 
as Religious Advisor Camille DeMario. The cabinet members 
are working to engage the community, board, physicians and 
associates with the campaign.

“I’m honored to support and co-chair the Your Child, We Care 
campaign benefitting Ascension St. John Children’s Hospital,” 
Dr. DeGraw said. “This exciting campaign will allow our 
institution to expand and improve access to world-class 

healthcare for the children of our community. I’m proud to be 
a part of a campaign that focuses on the health and well-
being of our young families, and will help us in developing, 
improving and maintaining incredible child and family 
centered healthcare for metro Detroit children for decades to 
come.”

Your support of the Your Child, We Care campaign will 
strengthen an already outstanding Pediatric program and 
allow Ascension St. John Children’s Hospital to continue 
providing children and their families with an exceptional 
experience in a comfortable, modern environment. 

To learn more, please contact the 
Ascension St. John Foundation  
at 313-343-7480 or email  
lisa.pinkowski@ascension.org.  
To make a gift online,  
scan the QR code here.

Your Child, We Care campaign continued
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Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations

With the help of generous philanthropic gifts, more people 
recovering from substance abuse at the Ascension Brighton 
Center for Recovery will be able to restore their lives and 
reduce their risk of relapse.

On Aug.3, donors, Ascension Michigan leaders and 
community representatives held a groundbreaking ceremony 
on the Ascension Brighton campus for a new halfway house. 
The halfway house program provides a temporary living 
environment where patients can focus solely on recovery and 
safely transition to independent living and lifelong recovery. 
The house will open in late spring or early summer 2022.

Recovery from substance abuse is not a quick process. To 
solidify gains made while in treatment, patients often need 
extended stays before discharge. Ascension Brighton’s 
existing halfway house can accommodate up to 16 residents, 
but demand greatly exceeds program capacity.

The new 8,245-square-foot halfway house has space for up 
to 32 residents and will feature separate wings for male and 
female patients. Clinical addiction professionals will manage 
the facility and provide supervised care 24/7.

The $2.96 million halfway house campaign is entirely 
philanthropic. The DeRoy Testamentary Foundation — a 
longtime supporter of Ascension hospitals in southeast 
Michigan — made a generous lead gift of $300,000 to the 

New halfway house coming soon for patients in recovery
campaign. Among the other gifts received are $300,000 
from the Ted and Jane Von Voigtlander Foundation, and 
$100,000 from Daniel and Anna Oginsky.

“It’s been amazing to see all of the support for the new 
halfway house,” said Ismael Yanga III, MD, Chief Medical 
Officer at Ascension Brighton Center for Recovery. “The 
halfway house is a level of care in addiction treatment that 
supports and treats patients with severe cases of substance 
use disorder when they are most vulnerable. The extended 
time of treatment in a safe environment is often the critical 
missing piece in a person’s recovery journey. With more time 
for the brain to restore and heal, our halfway house patients 
are much more likely to succeed in early recovery. Thank you 
for investing in the lives of our patients.”

Representatives from Livingston County, the state of Michigan, Ascension Brighton Center for Recovery, Ascension Providence Foundation, 
Ascension Michigan and the Daughters of Charity gather to break ground for the new halfway house.

An image of the future halfway house
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Major Gifts

Grants

Planned Giving

Special Events

Annual Giving

Third/Second Party Cultivation

Commemorative Giving

Other

FY21 Total Fundraising $11,282,609

Thank you to our generous donors for helping us raise more than $11.2 million last year to enhance patient and community 
programs and services, acquire new technology, and expand and renovate our healthcare facilities.

Ascension St. John Foundation and Ascension Providence Foundation

Fiscal year 2021 consolidated fundraising activity

Planned Giving
$1,529,286

Special Events
$533,640

Annual Giving
$678,344

3rd/2nd Party
Cultivation
$145,166

Commemorative
Giving $104,448

Other
$23,011

Major Gifts
$7,545,749

Grants
$722,965

One in eight women will get breast cancer 
over the course of her lifetime. Thanks to gifts 
from generous donors like you, 24 women in 
Ascension River District Hospital’s service 
area recently received breast care and 
mammography services at no cost to help 
detect breast cancer early.

These uninsured and underinsured women were assisted by 
the hospital’s Breast Services Needy Patient Fund so they 
could have access to these important screenings for breast 
cancer. Donations to this fund also helped pay for fees for the 
radiologists who read the screenings.

You helped women in need to receive mammograms
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Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations

Thanks to the generosity of Michigan Spine and Brain 
Surgeons, PLLC, the Ascension Providence Hospital 
Neurosurgical Residency Program has secured long-term 
support to the clinical research infrastructure. The 
neurosurgical faculty and residents will continue developing 
innovative ways to enhance neurologic patient care and 
reporting the outcomes.

In August, Michigan Spine and Brain Surgeons, PLLC made  
a generous $400,000 gift to create the MERP (Medicaid 
Enhanced Reimbursement Program) Neurosurgical  
Research Endowment Fund. The gift will provide ongoing 
salary support for research staff and biostatisticians within 
the neurosurgical clinical research unit at Ascension 
Providence Hospital.

Michigan Spine and Brain Surgeons is a private practice that 
serves as the primary faculty base for the Ascension 
Providence Neurosurgical Residency affiliated with the 
College of Human Medicine at Michigan State University.

“For a residency to maintain viability, it must meet strict 
scholarly guidelines set by the Accreditation Council  
for Graduate Medical Education [ACGME],” said Doris  
Tong, MD, MSc, FRCPC. Dr. Tong is the Research Director 
for the Ascension Providence Neurosurgical Residency and 
Director of Business Operations, Research and Quality at 
Michigan Spine and Brain Surgeons. “Our residency program 
educates the next generation of neurosurgeons. This gift 
provides for the longevity and security of the program by way 
of clinical research.”

The residency accepts only two students into its seven-year 
program from more than 200 applicants each year. Today, 14 
residents are conducting approximately 40 clinical studies.

“We’re privileged to work with such bright residents,” said 
Boyd Richards, DO, FACOS, Associate Program Director  
for the Ascension Providence Neurosurgical Residency. 
“Their research is mostly focused on spine surgery clinical 
outcomes. We do spine surgery in a unique way. We want  
to publish our results and contribute to the medical  
literature. Residents must learn about the research process 
in addition to the surgical process. You become a much  
more solid resident when you understand the importance  
of clinical research.”

The published research has earned significant honors, a 
notable achievement for a young residency that achieved  
full ACGME accreditation in 2017, said Teck Soo, MD, 
Program Director for the Ascension Providence 
Neurosurgical Residency and Chief of Neurosurgery at 
Ascension Providence.

“Our published studies won national first-prize awards on 
two occasions,” Dr. Soo said. “Such honors are usually 
reserved for famed institutions like Harvard and Stanford.  
By engaging in research, we’re establishing a culture  
among the residents that learning doesn’t stop after you 
graduate. It’s very important to keep pace with evolving 
medical knowledge.”

Dr. Soo continued, “More importantly, our research is having 
a significant impact on patients and their families. Research 
can be looked at as a reflection and self-evaluation of our 
surgical outcomes. I see research as a form of humility,  
which is the only way to improve medical care. As in any 
consequential effort, it requires an investment of time, 
emotion, dedication and finances. That’s why this gift is so 
important. Without it, the program would not be able to stay 
at the forefront of neurosurgery.”

Surgical practice makes gift to support neurosurgical resident research

Dr. Doris Tong, Dr. Teck Soo and Dr. Boyd Richards
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May peace, joy and happiness 
 be with you and your loved ones 

 during this holiday season!

has made a  

Holiday Blessings  
gift to

Ascension in Southeast Michigan

This heartfelt gesture helps so many
in need by providing HOPE

   This year, the impact of COVID-19 is especially difficult for patients who have been
laid off or furloughed while still trying to get the healthcare they need...without the financial

resources to do so. Your Holiday Blessings gift will help a patient with expenses for necessities
that are vital for health and healing after discharge from the hospital such as prescriptions,

medical equipment, gas for follow-up appointments, food, electricity and more.
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As you know, the holidays can be a very stressful time of 
year. Now imagine you have been discharged from the 
hospital without the means to get the follow-up care your 
doctor has recommended for your recovery.

This year, the impact of COVID-19 has been especially 
difficult for patients who were laid off or furloughed while 
trying to get the healthcare they desperately need...without 
the financial resources to do so.

At the time of discharge, many patients do not have the 
money or resources for prescription medications and other 
necessities that are vital for their recovery. 

Your gift today will help with needs that are essential for 
health and healing after discharge from the hospital, such as:

• Prescription medications

• Medical equipment

• Gas for the car to keep follow-up appointments

• Food, electricity and more

Will you help a patient by making a gift of $25 today? Or 
perhaps you can help 3 patients with a gift of $75?

Your support will provide hope for a patient in need, and you 
can send a holiday card in honor or memory of someone 
special in your life (minimum donation of $25 per card).

To make your gift online, visit: stjohnprovfoundations.org/
donate. Under “Designation,” select “Holiday Blessings-
HOPE Fund” and choose the hospital where your gift will help 
a patient in need. Don’t forget to click on the “Tribute Gift” 
box to make your Holiday Blessings gift in honor or memory 
of someone special in your life.

You can help a patient recover after discharge from the hospital

If you choose to make your Holiday Blessings gift as a 
tribute to someone special to you, a special Holiday 
Blessings card will be sent to those you designate 
(minimum gift of $25). The card has a message of 
gratitude for the Holiday Blessings received (amount 
not disclosed). You will receive an acknowledgement 
and tax-deductible receipt. Cards will be mailed from 
the Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations 
office by Dec. 20 (or may be returned to you for hand 
delivery). Gift forms received after Dec. 20 will mail 
through Jan. 7.

You can also contact Heidi Crisman at heidi.crisman@
ascension.org or 248-465-4511 to make your Holiday 
Blessings gift.

Thank you for providing Holiday Blessings and HOPE during 
the holidays!

Holiday Blessings especially for you

Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations

19251 Mack Ave., Suite 102, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

248-465-4511

Visit our secure website at:

https://stjohnprovfoundations.org/donate
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Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations

To recognize the generous philanthropic supporters of 
Ascension St. John Hospital, a new donor wall has been 
created in the main lobby of the Van Elslander Pavilion. 

The wall was designed and recently installed through  
the collaboration of hospital leaders and the Ascension  
St. John Foundation. 

The display replaces the original donor wall that was installed 
in 2008 when the Van Elslander Pavilion opened. Since then, 
there has been tremendous growth in support from the 
community, and space on that display was outgrown.

The new donor wall recognizes individuals, corporations and 
foundations that have supported the hospital with a cumulative 
giving total of $25,000 or greater. Donors who’ve contributed 
$5 million or greater are prominently displayed on panels on 
the top of the display, while donors who’ve contributed 
$100,000 or greater are recognized by category within 
illuminated shadow boxes below. These names are static.

Donors honored on new wall display at Ascension St. John Hospital
New to the display is a digital monitor with scrolling names of 
donors who’ve given cumulative gifts totaling $25,000 or 
more. Biographies and photos of the generous donors who 
have given a total of $1 million and greater are showcased 
intermittently on the screen.  

The modern design also features a large mural of a  
photo from the hospital’s groundbreaking ceremony on  
Sept. 17, 1950.

You are welcome to stop by and check out the donor wall 
display once COVID restrictions are lifted.

Thank you to all of our generous donors!
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While completing his internal medicine residency at 
Ascension Providence Hospital, Southfield, in the 1970s, 
Jeffrey Zaks, MD, FACP, FACC, FCCP, learned firsthand  
about the financial difficulties related to preparing for the 
medical board exam. Today, he’s leading a group of  
physician donors in relieving those burdens for the next 
generation of doctors.

Following Dr. Zaks’ leadership, in May, the Providence 
Internal Medicine Research and Education Fund (PIMREF) 
Board made a generous $400,000 gift to the Ascension 
Providence Foundation. These funds, generated by gifts from 
attending physicians, provide supplemental financial support 
in perpetuity to internal medicine residents and fellows to 
enhance their educational training at Ascension Providence, 
Southfield and Novi campuses.

As Dr. Zaks pointed out, residents typically work long hours 
for very modest salaries. They also incur significant academic 
expenses — the costs for textbooks, study guides and other 
exam prep materials can cost up to $20,000 per year.

“The salaries residents receive barely cover their living  
costs, let alone the costs of their educational activities,”  
said Dr. Zaks, who’s worked his entire career at Ascension 
Providence, Southfield, as an invasive cardiologist and 
geriatric cardiology specialist. “PIMREF helps pay those 
additional expenses so residents can continue their 
excellence in medical education.”

In 1984, Dr. Zaks founded PIMREF following the 
encouragement of Sr. Juliana Beuerlein, who was Director  
of Special Development Programs — including fundraising —
at Ascension Providence, Southfield. Others closely involved 
with PIMREF’s inception were Drs. Barry Feldman and Sidney 
Prystowsky, and Sr. Gertrude Bastnagel of the Daughters of 
Charity of St. Vincent de Paul. Attorney Adrienne Zarghami 
served as PIMREF administrator for many years.

“PIMREF is the result of people like Sr. Juliana, Sr. Gertrude 
and other Daughters of Charity who encouraged the medical 
staff to contribute to the fund,” Dr. Zaks said. “The fund has 
helped hundreds of internal medicine residents and 
subspecialty fellows over the years. Our resident and fellow 
certification rates have consistently been over 90 percent, 
which shows PIMREF’s huge impact.”

Fundraising has been a constant thread throughout Dr. Zaks’ 
career. He was instrumental in founding The Caduceus 
Society, a philanthropic organization of physicians committed 
to advancing the healing Mission at Ascension Providence 
Hospital by raising seed funds. Gifts from the society have 
helped launch many projects at Ascension Providence, 
including care for the poor and community service initiatives. 
Dr. Zaks has served as Caduceus Society Chairman since 
1991. He has also been a member of the Ascension 
Providence Foundation Board for more than 30 years.

In addition, Dr. Zaks is known for his empathy toward the 
poor and vulnerable. As one example of his great kindness, 
when he learned that a patient ready for discharge on a frigid 
winter day was without a coat, Dr. Zaks gave his own coat to 
the patient.

This kind of benevolence inspires Dr. Zak’s colleagues to 
make their own generous gifts.

“I’d like to give thanks to the members of the medical staff 
involved in charitable gift giving,” Dr. Zaks said. “Their 
generosity moves the Mission, Vision and Values of 
Ascension forward.”

Physician-led fund helps next generation of doctors  
with educational expenses

Sr. Juliana (second from left) and Dr. Zaks (far right) share a 
moment with other hospital staff in the 1990s.
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Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations

Approximately 1.6 million Americans are living with Type 1 
diabetes, including more than 200,000 youth — those less 
than 20 years old. This autoimmune condition happens when 
your body attacks your pancreas with antibodies. Anyone 
with Type 1 diabetes must have lifelong insulin therapy by 
injection or an insulin pump.

Joseph and Jane Simpson* didn’t expect to have one of their 
three daughters among this statistic. Emily* was diagnosed 
with Type 1 diabetes five years ago when she was 16. She 
began receiving care from Bernard Degnan, MD, Chief of 
Pediatric Endocrinology at Ascension St. John Hospital.  
Her life changed dramatically when she had to begin insulin 
therapy every day.

This was quite an adjustment for the active teen and her 
family. But according to Emily’s mother, their youngest 
daughter has handled it well and is doing great. “Emily is now 
21 and a senior in college. She has a huge heart and is wise 
beyond her years,” Jane said.

“Dr. Degnan has been fantastic with Emily. From the start,  
he talked to her as if she was an adult and expected her to 
handle her condition maturely, and it was exactly what she 
needed,” she continued. 

Emily is grateful she has been able to receive care from  
Dr. Degnan and that her family has the means to afford the 
medications and supplies she needs. Even with medical 
insurance, managing Type I diabetes is costly.

Some patients are not as fortunate as Emily. Their families 
may not have health insurance, or they have limited funds 
and struggle to pay for basic needs like food, utilities and 
rent/mortgage. Jane said Emily is concerned about these 
patients and wanted to help in some way.

Driven by Emily’s concern for others, her family donated 
$25,000 to Ascension St. John Hospital to establish a 
Pediatric Diabetes Support Fund. The fund will support 
pediatric diabetes management for families with limited 
financial resources. The Simpsons are thankful to have the 
financial capacity to do this and wanted to help other children 
and their families.

It was through Dr. Degnan that they first learned of others 
who cannot afford the medical supplies they need to keep 
their diabetes under control.

“Dr. Degnan’s medical care and compassion have helped 
Emily adjust to her condition,” Jane said. “We’ll be forever 
grateful to him.” 

While Emily is no longer considered a pediatric patient,  
Dr. Degnan has agreed to see her until she graduates  
from college. He has referred her to another doctor for 
continued care. 

*Names changed for confidentiality

Family gives back to help other young diabetes patients
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Having a new baby should be a joyous occasion. But, for 
many, it can be a frightening, stressful and emotional 
experience, especially when a mother does not have the 
proper resources to adequately care  for her newborn.

For every 1,000 Michigan live births, almost seven infants  
die before reaching their first birthday. Even more alarming, 
the infant mortality rate continues to be twice as high for 
African American babies in Michigan, and even higher in 
some Detroit and Southfield areas. Leading contributors  
to infant mortality include premature birth, low birth weight 
and sleep-related infant death among infants less than  
one year old.

The Infant Mortality Program (IMP) offered by Ascension 
Southeast Michigan Community Health provides advocacy, 
education and support services that help reduce the infant 
mortality rate among babies born to at-risk pregnant women 
in Detroit and surrounding communities. The IMP empowers 
families to help themselves by making a connection with 
mothers and fathers to help build and sustain families, 
reverse the high infant mortality rate, promote literacy and 
increase access to healthcare. The program promotes the 
importance of healthy pregnancies, nutrition and 
breastfeeding, and infant safety.

Since the program’s inception nearly 30 years ago, more  
than 2,000 babies have been born to clients, and more than 
10,000 clients have been served through the initiatives 
offered by the IMP. These include parenting classes, a safe 
sleep program and educational counseling for those with 
reading deficiencies.

The Infant Mortality Program is near and dear to the heart  
of Sister Betty Granger, a member of the Sisters and 
Congregation of St. Joseph (SSJ). In the early 1980s, 

members of SSJ and other religious women’s groups  
involved in healthcare came together to establish the  
Infant Mortality Program to better serve pregnant  
women and infants most in need.  

Sister Betty also played an integral role in shaping Catholic 
healthcare at Ascension, promoting associate spirituality and 
care for patients in body, mind and spirit. Her longtime 
ministry to Ascension includes serving as Senior Vice 
President of Mission Integration for St. John Providence 
Health System from 2002 to 2013. After that role, she served 
on the Ascension Michigan Market Board from 2013 to 2021.

To honor Sister Betty on her retirement from Ascension and 
for her extraordinary commitment to caring and serving 
others, the Sister Betty Granger Infant Mortality 
Endowment has been created. The fund will provide at-risk 
mothers with the essential tools, resources and support 
needed to safely care for their infant, thus reducing maternal 
and infant mortality, and having a positive impact on the lives 
of families throughout Michigan.

The committee for the Flew Shot Sporting Clay Invitational 
event held on Oct. 8 has committed to matching gifts up  
to $100,000 to support the Sister Betty Granger Infant 
Mortality Endowment. This annual event raises funds  
for local Ascension programs.

To join Sister Betty’s legacy of helping those in need, please 
call the Ascension St. John Foundation at 313-343-7480. You 
can make a gift online at stjohnprovfoundations.org/donate; 
select the “Sister Betty Granger Infant Mortality Endowment” 
in the drop-down menu under “Designation.”

Endowment supports Infant Mortality Program  
to help at-risk families and save babies

Sister Betty Granger at her retirement event
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Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations

With approximately 2,000 babies born each year at 
Ascension Providence Hospital, Novi, it is important to  
have modern equipment readily available during delivery.  
To help this cause, the Providence Park League (PPL) 
volunteers recently donated $7,500 to purchase three new 
labor and delivery carts for the Labor, Delivery, Recovery  
and Postpartum (LDRP) Unit.

Nearly $2,000 was donated from proceeds from PPL’s  
annual Golf Outing. The remainder of the funds came from 
personal donations provided by generous volunteers through 
a mail campaign. 

“Our volunteers recognized the importance of having 
state-of-the-art equipment at the time of birthing,” said 
Kathy Zaguroli, Manager of Volunteer Services. “And with 
our on-site volunteer program still suspended due to COVID, 
many volunteers are trying to find ways to actively contribute 
to our patient safety and satisfaction.” 

The three carts funded by PPL’s generous donation are 
among five purchased so far by the LDRP Unit to replace 
older carts. Labor and delivery carts are used to store all the 
supplies and equipment doctors and nurses need during the 
delivery of babies. The drawers open easily to quickly access 
the supplies needed. The top of the new carts is the perfect 
height and width for the doctors to effortlessly reach the 
supplies and instruments set out for them. 

“We are very thankful for the new carts,” said Shannon 
Caldwell, RN, Assistant Manager, LDRP. “They are a 

Volunteers generously give for new labor and delivery carts
wonderful addition to our unit, which strives to give excellent 
care to our new moms and babies. The doctors and nurses 
love the carts. They are easy to clean, sleek and easy to roll 
into the delivery rooms, which is important when they are 
needed quickly. They are also very sanitary, which is 
especially important in this new COVID world.” 

Pictured left to right are: Shannon Caldwell; Maureen  
Kelly-Nichols, RN, Director, Women and Children’s Services; 
Laura Ashburn, RN, Manager, LDRP; and Jim Rankine, President, 
Providence Park League

Are you leaving a legacy

The Legacy Society honors donors who demonstrate their deep commitment to Ascension  
St. John and Providence Foundations by including Ascension Michigan hospitals, programs or 
services within their estate plans. Legacy gifts are recognized during your lifetime and can be in 
the form of a charitable bequest or other planned giving arrangement. A planned gift of any 
amount qualifies you for this membership.

You can make a difference in the health of those in your community, leave a legacy and even achieve tax savings 
by making a planned gift and joining the Legacy Society.

As a Legacy Society member, you will receive a special pin to proudly wear and demonstrate to others your 
generous commitment to Ascension.

For more information on making a planned gift and joining the Legacy Society, please call 313-343-7480 or 
248-465-5000 and ask to speak with Stan Simek, Planned Giving Director.
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Cancer is one of the most expensive medical conditions to 
treat in the United States. Even with medical insurance, 
cancer patients are paying more for copayments, deductibles 
and coinsurance than in the past.

This cost burden can lead to “financial toxicity,” a harmful 
side effect of cancer that creates significant barriers to 
treatment and healing. Regardless of socio-economic status, 
financial toxicity can lead to crippling debt, bankruptcy and 
disruption in medical treatment, resulting in poor quality of 
life and reduced chance of overall survival for some patients. 

To fight this financial battle, the Ascension Macomb-
Oakland Hospital Medical Staff recently donated $5,000  
to help establish a Patient Support Fund to assist cancer 
patients treated at the Webber Cancer Center. The  
Medical Staff’s donation also leveraged additional gifts  
from grateful patients and community members through  
an annual fund appeal. 

Cancer patients can get assistance through new support fund
Donations to this new Patient Support Fund will help pay for 
medical bills, utilities, rent/mortgage payments, as well as 
transportation to and from treatments. The fund can also 
support basic necessities such as toiletries and/or food.

To make a donation online, please scan the QR code below 
with your cell phone. For more information about how you 
can provide financial relief to a cancer patient in need,  
please contact Sherry Augustine at 586-212-7724 or  
sherry.augustine@ascension.org. 
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Faygo partnered with Ascension Providence Foundation to 
generously donate beverages and fun promotional items to 
more than 4,800 hospital associates at the Novi and 
Southfield campuses. The associates of Faygo are incredibly 
grateful to the hospital associates for their tireless efforts and 
hard work every day, and especially for their continued 
dedication throughout the pandemic. 

Faygo recognizes Ascension Providence Hospital associates

Associates from the Clinical Decision Unit are happy to get their 
Faygo bags; pictured (l-r) are: Kimberly Kuhowski, Casey Ringler, 
Joyce Williams and Sarah Northfell.

Volunteers (l-r) Nicole LaVigne, Judy Peppenger, Jean Evans, Gwen 
Dyc and Sharon Huczek help assemble the Faygo gifts.

Our Foundations are on Facebook!
Ascension St. John Foundation and Ascension 
Providence Foundation are now on Facebook! 
This Facebook page will share updates about 
fundraising campaigns and events, connect with 
the community and share the amazing progress 
taking place at Ascension in southeast Michigan 
because of our donors.

Please like, follow and share 
the Facebook page with your 
friends, family and 
colleagues. To access the 
page, simply scan the QR 
code with your cell phone.

If you already have Facebook open, you can 
search for the page called Ascension Southeast  
Michigan Foundations.
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New Board Chair and members announced
Peter Ahee is the new Chair of the 
Ascension St. John Foundation Board 
of Trustees. He has been on the board 
since 2014. Peter is President of 
edmund t. AHEE jewelers, leading 
three generations of family members 
in representing top jewelry and 

timepiece brands. Peter continues his family’s legacy of 
serving the community. His charitable and community work 
includes co-founding the Capuchin Souper Summer 
celebration, which to date has raised over $6 million for 
Detroit’s needy. 

Dennis I. Bojrab, MD, has rejoined  
the Ascension Providence Foundation 
Board of Trustees as a member. He 
was a board member from 2009-
2015. Dr. Bojrab is a board-certified 
otolaryngologist/head and neck 
surgeon who is on the medical staff  

of Ascension Providence Hospital. Dr. Bojrab is a founding 
member, CEO and Director of Research for Michigan Ear 
Institute. He is currently the Director of Neuroscience and 
Chief, Skull Base Surgery and Dizziness, Balance and Falls,  
for Ascension Providence Hospital. 

Van Nguyen was named as a member 
of the Ascension Providence 
Foundation Board of Trustees. She is 
Chief Marketing and Communications 
Officer for Schoolcraft College, where 
she is responsible for planning, 
development and execution of the 

college’s marketing and public relations strategies. Prior to 
that, she was Director of Trustee Development for Beaumont 
Health Foundation and Executive Director of the Asian Pacific 
American Chamber of Commerce. 

Brian Slocum is a new member of  
the Ascension Providence Board of 
Trustees. He is Vice President of 
Operations for ITC Holdings in Novi. 
He held various other roles before 
that. ITC is the largest independent 
electricity transmission company in 

the United States. ITC has been a generous supporter of 
Ascension Providence Hospital for several years, sponsoring 
fundraising events held by Ascension Providence Foundation. 
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Announcements
New Foundation staff

Rebecca Sellers has been named 
Chief Development Officer for 
Ascension St. John Foundation. She  
is overseeing fundraising efforts for 
Ascension St. John Hospital, 
Ascension Macomb-Oakland Hospital 
and Ascension River District Hospital. 

Rebecca has a diverse background in philanthropy. Most 
recently, she worked at Henry Ford Health System as  
Director of Annual Giving. She led all non-employee annual 
solicitation efforts. She also provided leadership for Game On 
Cancer, employee and physician giving, and alumni relations. 
Prior to Henry Ford, Rebecca held numerous positions at 
various non-profit organizations beginning in 2001.

Kelly Dean is the new Major Gifts 
Strategist for the Cardiology service 
line for the Ascension Michigan 
Foundations. She has  a great deal  
of experience in philanthropy with 
nonprofit organizations such as  
Older Persons’ Commission, 

Crittenton Hospital Medical Center and, most recently, Next 
Steps for Seniors where she was the Executive Director. Kelly 
reports to Kim Tyle, Chief Development Officer, Ascension 
Providence Foundation, and Shukri David, MD, Cardiology 
Market Chair.

Michele Harding has transitioned 
from part-time Donor Relations 
Specialist at Ascension St. John 
Hospital to full-time Donor Relations 
Specialist for Ascension’s Metro West 
region, which includes Ascension 
Providence Hospital, Novi and 

Southfield; and Ascension Providence Rochester Hospital. 
She works to provide the unique services available to 
Providence Society members and will work with the 
Foundation team and donor community to create a 
Providence Rochester Society. Michele is a registered  
nurse who has worked at Ascension for many years.
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Providence Golf Classic: The 42nd annual outing on June 7 
raised $121,087 for the Care of the Poor Fund and the Believe 
in Miracles Fund at Ascension Providence Hospital. Dave 
Imesch chaired the event, held at Indianwood Golf and 
Country Club, Lake Orion, where 252 golfers participated. 
The Old Course winning foursome included: Josef Imesch, 
Brad Nadeau, Ryan Nadeau and Kevin Uetz. The New Course 
winner was the foursome from Varsity Automotive Group.

Swing into Summer Golf Outing and Patio Party: This event 
on June 11 raised $35,258 for the expansion and renovation of 
Ascension River District Hospital. Held at St. Clair Golf Club, 
St. Clair, the event had 126 golfers and 176 guests for dinner. 
The first place mixed flight winners included: Peter 
Bergmann, Sarah Knisely-King, BJ Predum, and Thomas 
Rohs, MD. The first place men’s flight winners were: Corey 
Matt, Jerry Matt, Chris Simons and Larry Simons.

Lochmoor Fights Cancer Golf Outing: The dinner on  
Aug. 12 and golf outing on Sept. 1 raised $73,154 to benefit 
the Van Elslander Cancer Center Needy Patient Fund at 
Ascension St. John Hospital. Katie McSkimming chaired  
the event at Lochmoor Club, Grosse Pointe Woods, where 
120 golfers participated.

Jerry Williams Shootout for the Cure: The seventh annual 
golf outing on Aug. 13 raised $21,056 for the Jerome F. 
Williams Gastric Cancer Program at Ascension St. John 
Hospital. Anne Marie Williams chaired the event held at 
Lochmoor Club, Grosse Pointe Woods, where 127 golfers 
participated. Coming in first place were: Eric Gunderson, 
Steve Gunderson, Adam Pennewell and Pat Van Lehn.

Macomb-Oakland Golf Outing: The event on Sept. 27 raised 
$58,920 to benefit the purchase of a portable ultrasound 
machine for the Emergency Department at Ascension 
Macomb-Oakland Hospital, Warren Campus. John Siedlik 
chaired the outing, which had 144 golfers at Cherry Creek 
Golf Club, Shelby Township. The first place winners were: 
Kevin Grady, MD;  Michael Madden, Jeff Marley and Don 
Simmons. The Caduceus Cup winners were: Andrew 
Cracchiolo, Gary Druskovich, MD; Sherry Krug and Tim 
Stover, MD. The traveling Caduceus Cup is presented to the 
top team that includes two or more Ascension doctors.

The Fontbonne Auxiliary and THE GUILD continue with their 
fundraising efforts to support Ascension St. John Hospital 
despite the challenge of COVID-19. 

In lieu of a live fashion show, the Fontbonne held a  
Spring into Action! mailing event fundraiser to support the 
DigniCap® Scalp Cooling System for cancer patients going 
through chemotherapy at Ascension St. John Hospital’s Van 
Elslander Cancer Center. Chaired by Camille Cracchiolo, this 
effort raised more than $35,000. Losing hair is one of the 
most noticeable and upsetting side effects for cancer 
patients. Dignicap therapy minimizes hair loss and helps 
patients maintain a sense of normalcy and dignity. Medical 
insurance typically doesn’t cover the cost of using DigniCap. 
The Fontbonne’s efforts will help patients with limited 
financial resources to receive this treatment.

Ascension St. John Medical Staff/GUILD Golf Outing: The 
16th annual event on Sept. 13 raised approximately $32,000 
to benefit new ultrasound equipment for the Anesthesia 
department at Ascension St. John Hospital. Anthony Kallabat 
and Kevin Grady, MD, chaired the event, held at Lochmoor 
Club, Grosse Pointe Woods, where 156 golfers participated. 
Tom LaLonde, MD, was the medical staff winner, and Ryan 
Allemon was the non-medical winner. The scramble winning 
team included: Nick Coriasso, MD; Dominic Brink, MD; 
Dilshan Dhillon, MD; and Phil Vendittelli, DO. 

In lieu of THE GUILD Dinner, normally held in June,  
THE GUILD made a $100,000 donation to Ascension  
St. John to support the DeMars Family Endowed Fund 
Against Human Trafficking.

Your event support enhances patient care



 Spirit of Giving – Fall 2021

16

The sponsors listed here supported one or more of the recent events with $5,000 or more. Thank you!

Thank you to our generous event sponsors

Ascension Macomb-Oakland Hospital,  
Graduate Medical Education

Ascension Macomb-Oakland Hospital Medical Staff

Ascension River District Hospital Medical Staff

Jim & Dee Cole

DeMaria

Independent Emergency Physicians

J & B Medical Supply

Our Lady of Providence League

Providence Park League

Southfield Radiology Associates

Suburban Collection Showplace

Tompkins Products

Varsity Automotive Group

For information on upcoming events or sponsorship opportunities, please email specialevents@ascension.org.

For details, visit stjohnprovfoundations.org/events or  
email specialevents@ascension.org, unless other contact 
details are indicated.

Important note: Event dates are accurate as of print date. 
Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations reserve the 
right to postpone or cancel events based on the COVID-19 
situation. We will follow the guidance of Ascension 
leadership and state and national recommendations.

Friends’ Ball
April 9, 2022
Suburban Collection Showplace, Novi
Proceeds to benefit Ascension Providence Hospital, 

Providence Golf Classic
June 6, 2022 
Indianwood Golf and Country Club, Lake Orion
Proceeds to benefit the Care of the Poor Fund and the Believe in 
Miracles Fund at Ascension Providence Hospital

Save the date
Swing into Summer
June 17, 2022 
St. Clair Golf Club, St. Clair
Proceeds to benefit Ascension River District Hospital

Fontbonne Auxiliary White Christmas Ball
Dec. 2, 2022
The Henry, Dearborn
Proceeds to benefit Ascension St. John Hospital
Contact Lorna Zalenski, 313-590-5607 or  
lorna.zalenski@ascension-external.org
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Many years after graduating from Ferris State University, 
Martin Maiuri is still friends with his Lambda Chi Alpha 
fraternity brothers. For the past four years, he has held a pig 
roast on his property in Leonard, Michigan, to keep in touch 
with this group. This past summer, Martin decided to 
transform the social event into a fundraiser as well.

After going through treatment for pancreatic cancer at the 
Van Elslander Cancer Center at Ascension St. John Hospital, 
Martin was grateful for the care he received and wanted to do 
something to help others.

Martin is a patient of Richard Berri, MD, and Attasit 
Chokechanachaisakul, MD (or Dr. Choke, as his patients  
like to refer to him, because of his lengthy last name). 

“They are wonderful, compassionate doctors,” Martin said.  
“I am also blessed to have support from family and friends 
and the financial resources to get me through my battle with 
pancreatic cancer.”

Cancer takes a toll on patients and their families physically, 
mentally, emotionally and financially. After beating pancreatic 
cancer, Martin felt compelled to do something to give back 
and saw the Lambda Chi Alpha pig roast as the perfect 
opportunity for a fundraiser.

Grateful patient transforms annual social event  
into fundraiser for cancer patients

Martin Maiuri is pictured in front row, fifth from left, with his fraternity brothers at the 2021 pig roast.

The Lambda Chi Alpha’s mission is to inspire and  
equip men to lead an ethical life of growth, service  
and leadership, and engage in opportunities to build  
a better world. 

Despite the cold, rainy weather, nearly 100 friends and 
family gathered for the Lambda Chi Alpha 4th Annual 
Pig Roast on July 24. A silent auction and golf contests 
raised funds through donations. Proceeds from the event 
will provide financial assistance for cancer patients with 
limited resources, so they can focus on their health and 
well-being instead of worrying about bills. Funds will be 
used to pay for medications, utilities, mortgage/rent, 
groceries and more.

Martin said it is his hope to continue to increase awareness 
and raise additional funds to assist cancer patients.

“I want to help take the pressure off someone’s load when 
they’re going through cancer treatment,” he said.
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The American Cancer Society (ACS) recently awarded 
Ascension Michigan a $15,000 grant to help alleviate the 
financial burden of transportation costs for cancer patients  
in communities served by Ascension hospitals across the 
state. The grant will enable Ascension Michigan to assist 
hundreds of cancer patients with rides to treatment.

For cancer patients, lack of transportation creates a 
significant barrier to receiving lifesaving treatment and is 
known to contribute to disparities in cancer outcomes. The 
ACS grant is part of a $2 million national transportation 
investment provided to health systems across the country.

Transportation grant from American Cancer Society  
will assist cancer patients with rides

Update your mail preferences
To receive the Spirit of Giving newsletter via email, or to opt out of receiving future editions, 
please scan the QR code on your cell phone or tablet and complete the form. Thank you for 
helping us update your mail preferences.

Our facilities are currently taking precautions to help keep patients and visitors safe, which may include conducting screenings, restricting 
visitors and practicing distancing for compassionate, safe care. We continuously monitor COVID-19 guidance from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) and adjust our safety practices and safeguards accordingly.

“The American Cancer Society grant in support of 
transportation services for cancer patients receiving care  
at Ascension Michigan cancer centers is consistent with our 
Mission to provide holistic care that sustains and improves 
the health of individuals and communities,” said Thomas 
Klein, Vice President, Ascension Michigan Oncology Service 
Line. “Timely access to critically needed cancer treatment 
supports optimal outcomes and provides peace of mind for 
patients who experience transportation challenges.” 
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Therapy dogs not only provide comfort for 
patients while in the hospital, they help in 
the recovery process. Patients experience 
reduced stress, lower blood pressure, and 
an easing of fear and anxiety.

Gifts from donors like you are used to 
purchase food, medication, veterinary 

care and other program-related costs. Your donations have 
helped us add a new therapy dog named Josie, who is 
currently in training and will be visiting patients soon.

If you are a dog owner or have ever spent time with a dog, 
you know the comfort they can bring. A therapy dog like me 
will bring the same comfort to a patient in need. 

You can support a therapy dog at the following locations:

• East Region Therapy Dog Program: Ascension 
Macomb-Oakland Hospital, Warren and Madison 
Heights; Ascension River District Hospital; and 
Ascension St. John Hospital

Will you support a therapy dog at one of your local Ascension hospitals?
• West Region Therapy Dog Program: Ascension 

Providence Hospital, Novi and Southfield; Ascension 
Brighton Center for Recovery

To make your gift online, go to stjohnprovfoundations.org/
pet-therapy/pet-therapy-donation or scan the QR code 
below. You may also use the envelope inside this newsletter. 
Your gift will be split equally between the East and West 
Region Therapy Dog program unless you indicate otherwise.

Thank you,

John, Lead Therapy Dog
Ascension in southeast Michigan


