THE

SPIRIT
of Giving

Spring 2014

F O U N D AT I O N S

Your safety is number one priority
When you come to the
hospital for medical care,
you want to know that
your physicians and

nurses have been trained
with the latest skills and
technology to provide
you with the best care in

the safest environment.
The Surgical and
Procedural Skills Training
Center at Providence

Providence Hospital
Providence Park
Hospital
St. John Hospital &
Medical Center
St. John MacombOakland Hospital
St. John River District
Hospital
Brighton Center for
Recovery
Medical students practice their skills on a simulation model.

Hospital is at the forefront
of medical education,
technology and patient
safety, recently earning
three-year accreditation
as a Focused Accredited
Education Institute by
the American College of
Surgeons. It is one of only
four in Michigan and 78
worldwide to achieve
this distinction.
To continually improve
patient safety, quality of
care and clinical outcomes,
a new Surgical and
Procedural Skills Training
Center is coming to
Providence in 2015.
Continued on page 5

$1 million gift supports training center
American University of the
Caribbean School of Medicine
(AUC) has donated a generous gift
of $1 million to Providence Health
Foundation to help renovate and
equip the expanded Surgical and
Procedural Skills Training Center,
scheduled to open at Providence
Hospital in Southfield in 2015. The
gift is supporting the $2.5 million
fundraising initiative for the project.
“The donation from AUC is vitally
important to our medical education
and patient safety programs for
our physicians, medical students
and residents, nurses and other
health professionals, and it will
help to ensure the highest level of
patient care at Providence and

Providence Park Hospitals,” said
David Dull, MD, Chief Medical
Officer for Providence. “Through
highly technical and realistic
simulation in a multidisciplinary
setting, participants are able to
hone their skills, gain expertise and
adopt the latest protocols through
hands-on experience.”
“American University of the
Caribbean School of Medicine is
proud to join Providence Hospital
in this important endeavor
focused on improving patient
safety and training students,
residents, staff physicians and
allied health professionals to
provide patient-centered care as
part of a highly integrated medical

team,” said Heidi Chumley, MD,
Executive Dean and Chief
Academic Officer, AUC.
American University of the Caribbean
has more than 5,000 alumni who
practice in all 50 states, Canada
and more than 20 other countries.
AUC graduates regularly compete
for and obtain residency positions
at prestigious health care institutions, and students’ performance
on national licensing exams is on
par with medical schools in the
United States and Canada.American
University of the Caribbean School
of Medicine partners with
Providence Hospital to provide
high-quality clinical training
opportunities for AUC students.
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Piano adds healing power of music to hospital
A new Yamaha player baby grand piano is bringing beautiful music
and a comforting ambiance to those entering the doors of St. John
Macomb-Oakland Hospital (SJMOH), Macomb Center, thanks to
the generous philanthropic support of physicians and associates.
Two dedicated health care givers and music lovers—Gary Pineau,
CRNA, and Stephen Rotter, MD, of the Anesthesiology department
at SJMOH, believe in the value and healing power of music and
spearheaded a campaign to raise funds to purchase a piano for the
hospital lobby.

A blessing celebration was held on Dec. 18 in the lobby where the
piano is located and music now enriches the environment for
patients, visitors and staff. A patient who arrived at the hospital
that day feeling sad said that listening to the piano music changed
her whole spirit and she was very grateful.
Musicians from area high schools and colleges and individuals from
the community volunteer their time to play the piano. More
volunteers are needed; if you are interested, please call Guest
Services at 586-573-5075.

Armed with passion and numerous personal relationships, they
asked fellow physicians and colleagues for support and subsequently
received a significant lead gift from the Medical Staff of SJMOH.
The St. John Macomb Anesthesiologists (MEMAC) also came forth
with a large gift, followed by support from several other donors.

When volunteers aren’t available, the piano is programmed to play
music. With satellite radio capabilities, the piano is a modern day
version of the ‘player piano.’

Evola Music pianist plays for the piano blessing event.

Terry Hamilton, SJMOH President; Gary Pineau and Dr. Rotter are happy
to have the new piano.

Message from the President
Reading this issue of Spirit,
I was struck by the very personal
nature of philanthropy. Your
motivation to support St. John
Providence often stems from
the personal experience of a
loved one or yourself, or an area
of our service that has touched
your heart, mind or spirit.

Susan Burns
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Physicians support the new
Surgical and Procedural Skills
Training Center because they
are concerned about the safety
of our patients and understand
the importance of simulation to

medical education. One group
raised funds for a piano because
of their personal love of music
and their belief in its healing
power. Another provides warmth
and comfort through gifts of
blankets and hats, hand knitted
with a generous spirit. Your gifts
have great meaning to you and
to St. John Providence Health
System. Whether small or large,
each gift makes a difference.
Throughout this newsletter,
you will learn how personal
gifts have helped us provide

outstanding, person-centered
care to our patients. Two new
features—“Ways you can help”
names our Centers of Excellence
as areas enhanced by gifts, while
“Every gift makes a difference”
highlights specific funds
supported by donations, showing
what your dollars really do.
Whatever your reason for
giving, your gifts from the heart
are truly appreciated. Thank you
for your generosity.

Donations support Children’s Addiction Prevention Program
More children who are affected by a loved
one’s alcohol or drug problem can get free
help from the Children’s Addiction
Prevention Program at the Brighton Center
for Recovery thanks to two significant
donations.
Blair Bowman, Owner of The Suburban
Collection Showplace, recently presented
$25,000 for the program, and the DeRoy
Testamentary Foundation, another
longtime supporter of St. John Providence
Health System, donated $50,000.
The Children’s Addiction Prevention
Program provides free educational,
therapeutic and addiction prevention
information and activities for children ages
7 to 12. It’s designed for children who’ve
been directly affected by a mother’s,
father’s, sibling’s, grandparent’s or other
family member’s addiction. These loved
ones may be in recovery or still actively
struggling.

significantly expand our program,” said
Raymond Waller, Director, Brighton Center
for Recovery.

“This generous support from The Suburban
Collection Showplace and the DeRoy
Testamentary Foundation will enable us to

Formerly known as Brighton Hospital, the
center is a member of St. John Providence
Health System and one of America’s oldest

and most experienced substance abuse
treatment facilities.
“We are pleased to support this unique
program for children affected by the
addiction challenges faced by a family
member,” said Blair, who serves as
Vice Chair and Treasurer for the Board of
Providence and Providence Park Hospitals.
The four-day Children’s Addiction Prevention
Program is one of only four of its kind
nationally and is modeled after The Betty
Ford Center Children’s Program in
California.
For more information, visit:
http://www.brightonrecovery.org/
addiction-treatment/outpatienttreatment/childrens-addiction-program/
or call 810-227-1211.

Susan Burns, President, St. John Providence Health System Foundations; Blair Bowman, Owner, The
Suburban Collection Showplace; and Raymond Waller, Director, Brighton Center for Recovery.
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Knitting club warms up patients with their donations
Knitting is not just about the yarn it takes to create an item. It’s
often about the act itself—knitting has many benefits, making
people feel good physically and mentally.
At Providence Park Hospital, a dedicated group meets at the
Assarian Cancer Center weekly to knit together, making a variety
of colorful, comfortable items for patients and to sell to benefit the
hospital. As part of the Healing Arts program, the Knit ‘n’ Yarn Club
believes that knitting is therapeutic and feels good about making a
small difference to patients and their families.
Many members, like Barb Williamson, service chair for the club,
have been knitting for years and got involved at the hospital
because their lives have been touched by cancer. Some have had
cancer themselves; others have seen loved ones endure the disease.
Knitting can help reduce stress and anxiety, distract from pain
and help build confidence and self-esteem as you see a project
completed. By knitting together, a solitary activity can turn into
a social one. Knitting is also known to improve concentration,
reduce the risk of dementia, bring down blood pressure, heart
rate and help prevent stress-related illnesses.
This relaxing activity also helps patients and their loved ones who
sometimes see the volunteers knitting in the conference room or
selling items and ask for help learning to knit. “We are happy to
teach them and share our yarn and knitting needles,” Barb said.
“Our club makes hats and blankets for newborns, lap robes and
chemo hats for patients, and specially requested items,” Barb
continued. “Nursing Education asked us to knit ‘uteruses’ to be
used as models in birthing education classes, and we were asked to
make special outfits and blankets for stillborn babies.”

Barb Williamson shows off a beautiful metallic gold scarf she is working on.

Knitting club representatives meet with hospital administrators
annually to see what is on their ‘wish list’ of items not funded
through department budgets; the club votes on what to support
and makes an annual pledge to the hospital. In 2013, the Knit ‘n’
Yarn Club donated $11,000 to Providence Park. A portion helped
furnish a kitchenette on the Oncology Unit where families can use
the refrigerator, microwave and coffee maker. “It’s nice to know we
are helping families during a difficult time,” Barb said. “The room is
a place where they can visit, relax and have refreshments.”
For 2014, the Knit ‘n’ Yarn Club’s priority is helping to make a family
lounge a reality in a spacious room with a large window next to the
kitchenette. The group will work with the Design and Construction
team to purchase appropriate furniture. The room will also be used
for physicians to meet with families.
The Knit ‘n’ Yarn Club raises funds by
selling items annually at a two-day sale
at Providence Park Hospital before the
holidays. They have held sales at Novi’s
‘Light the Night’ event and church
craft fairs. The women select their own
projects to work on at meetings and
share patterns and ideas. Others knit
items at home and donate them to sell.
Busy hands are happy hands, continually
creating warm items to benefit patients!
If you are interested in joining the club
or donating yarn, please call Barb at
248-668-9123 or 248-207-1565.

From left: Volunteers Bev McCarter, Jo Flora, Linda Swan, Judy McDonald, Linda Potts and Barb
Williamson gather at the weekly Knit ‘n’ Yarn Club.

4

Caring kids have big hearts for other kids!
While charity begins at home, school
also plays an important role in teaching
children to be aware of the welfare of
others. At Maire Elementary School
in Grosse Pointe, 22 fifth-graders in
Mrs. Bednarczyk’s class wanted to reach
out and do more for the community with
their class projects. They decided to
share their efforts with the pediatric
patients at St. John Hospital and Medical
Center, located near their school. They
contacted St. John Health Foundation
and presented the idea of making
Valentine’s Day care packages for
hospitalized children. On Feb. 14,
students delivered the packages they
created and packed with handcrafted
valentines, books, rubber band loom
bracelets and more. Thank you,
Mrs. Bednarczyk’s students, for
sharing your hearts!

Dr. Ying Zhang (left) and Dr. Paul Padesky (right), pediatric residents, accept the donated
gift bags from Charlie Rulison and Kate Skupien to give to patients.

Your safety is number one priority Continued from page 1
Existing and new simulation training
facilities and technology are being
centralized in a state-of-the-art
6,800-square-foot facility on the lower
level of the hospital in Southfield.
The new center is a vital component of
ongoing medical education for physicians,
residents, medical students, nurses and
other clinicians and will provide highly
technical, realistic simulation in a leadingedge setting. A similar Simulation Laboratory
and Patient Safety Education opened at
John Hospital and Medical Center in 2012
thanks to more than $1 million in donor
support.
The new facility design at Providence
reflects the importance of collaboration
and communication among health care
team members, with ample space for mock
team hands-on simulations and individual
learning. Plans include:

•

a procedural skills training room
equipped with task trainers and
high-fidelity simulation models

Director of the training center. “This helps
participants achieve their highest potential
and become experts.”

•

a virtual reality surgical skills
training room

•

a simulation operating room and two
team training rooms that can be used
as delivery rooms, emergency exam
rooms or inpatient hospital rooms

For more details about the center,
contact Dr. Overholt at 248-849-4719
or valerie.overholt@stjohn.org

•

rooms for viewing and assessing
communication and clinical skills
with simulated patients

•

meeting areas for workshops and
conferences

•

advanced videotaping/
videoconferencing capabilities

You can help!
A campaign to raise $2.5 million for
the new Surgical and Procedural Skills
Training Center is under way. To date,
more than half of the goal has been
raised. To learn how you can support
this project, please contact Mia Axon
at 248-465-5008 or
margaret.axon@stjohn.org

“Our approach to training is: ‘See one,
practice many times on a model, assess the
skill, do one,’” said Valerie Overholt, DO,
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Patients pay tribute to their physicians
on National Doctor’s Day
March 30th marks a day to honor doctors who
dedicate their lives to the health and healing of
others. At St. John Providence Health System
(SJPHS), our physicians provide unique care that
focuses on the whole person—body, mind and
spirit—utilizing the latest technologies in a
holistic environment. We are grateful to have
such dedicated, talented physicians and
apparently so are you! This year, 663 SJPHS
physicians were recognized by their patients
and loved ones, and more than $20,000 was
donated to SJPHS hospitals and programs in
their honor.
It is a pleasure to share some of the heartfelt
tributes received from you:

The red carnation is commonly used as the
symbolic flower for National Doctor’s Day.

From a patient of Dr. Mark Hamilton

From a patient of Dr. Thomas LaLonde

You are an outstanding diagnostician, a great medical
educator and a compassionate caregiver. I always come away
feeling confident and encouraged even when the news is bad.

Thanks a million for all your expertise and care. You’ve given
us a more meaningful quality of life.

From a patient of Dr. Vinay Malviya
I can’t imagine where I’d be if I never met you. Thank you for
your efforts and caring way. Cancer is a horrible, scary word,
but you pulled me through. I thank you and the Lord; you
have given me another chance in life.

From a patient of Dr. Cheryl Wesen
When you hear, “You have breast cancer,” the world stops.
But Dr. Wesen added me to her schedule that very same day.
It was a beautiful sunny Friday in June and she stayed to see
my husband and me at 5 p.m. Not once during the hour and a
half she sat with us did she look at her watch. Her sole focus
was on us. She said it was a very early detection...She took my
hand and that of my husband and said, “You are going to be
fine.” She treats the mind, body and soul, not just the
diagnosis. I was not afraid...That strength came from the
confidence that Dr. Wesen had given me.

From a patient of Dr. Edward Schervish
Thank you for taking such wonderful care of me. God used
you in a tremendous way to bring healing to my body and to
lead me through a difficult chapter in my life.

From a patient of Dr. Franklin Hull
Dr. Hull is a meticulously careful and up-to-the-moment
physician. I credit him with completely restoring my life on
one occasion and saving it on another. He is also expert in
teaching one to monitor conditions between office
consultations.

From a patient of Dr. Patrick McLaughlin
At our darkest hour, God sent an angel in the guise of a doctor
whose kindness touched our heart. Thank you for watching
over us.

For more information about honoring your physician, contact Heidi Crisman at 248-465-4511 or heidi.crisman@stjohn.org.
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Announcements
New President/CEO named
Jean Meyer, MSN, RN, was named President and Chief Executive Officer for St. John Providence Health
System (SJPHS), effective December 2013. Jean had been serving as Interim President and CEO since
Patricia Maryland, Dr.PH, became Ascension Health President of Healthcare Operations and Chief
Operating Officer in June 2013.
Jean held several executive leadership roles since joining SJPHS in 2008, including Providence Park
Hospital President, President of Acute Care Operations, and Senior Vice President and Chief Nursing
Officer for the health system. Prior to SJPHS, she held a variety of leadership positions, including with
St. Vincent’s Hospital in Indianapolis for 15 years. She began her career in health care as an oncology
nurse. Jean earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in nursing from Loyola University of Chicago and a
bachelor’s degree in public health from the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse.
Jean Meyer

New officers elected for
volunteer leagues
Our Lady of Providence League (OLPL)
and the Providence Park League (PPL)
recently celebrated their volunteers,
installed new boards of directors and
presented checks totaling $114,000 to
Providence Health Foundation to benefit
pledges and equipment for both hospitals.

OLPL board members, from left: Marilyn Beverly, President
of the Southeast District of Michigan Association of
Healthcare Advocates, who installed the new OLPL
officers; Jim Hynes, Counselor; Lucille Jednachowski,
Secretary; Joyce Redmond, Treasurer; Connie Orr,
President Elect; and Carolyn Drake, President.

PPL board members, from left: Doug Drobnis,
Counselor; Nancy Gormley (standing in for Michele
Robinet, Secretary); Lou Grieshaber, Treasurer; and
Patricia Poirier, President.
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Your event support helps enhance patient care
Friends who supported St. John River District Hospital’s Dinner Dance, “An Evening to Share,” at Alexander’s in Marysville on Jan. 25
enjoyed “A Night at the Races” and helped raise $40,000 for new orthopedic specialty patient rooms at the hospital. These rooms will
enhance the patients’ experience by allowing them to do physical therapy in their own rooms which improves recovery time.
Congratulations to Bryan Neiman on receiving the Community Leader of the Year Award and John Zmiejko, MD, on receiving the
Physician of the Year Award. The event’s success was made possible by the many friends and community business leaders who provided
support through underwriting, ticket purchases, in-kind donations and ads.

Dr. John Zmiejko and his wife Kay, Frank Poma, SJRDH President; and Stephanie and Bryan Neiman

Save the Date

June 2

June 10

Aug. 18

Sept. 28

Providence Health
Foundation’s 35th Annual
Golf Classic, Indianwood
Golf and Country Club, Lake
Orion. Call 313-343-4530
or email specialevents@
stjohn.org.

St. John River District
Hospital’s 37th Annual Golf
Outing, St. Clair Golf Club,
St. Clair. Call 313-343-4530
or email specialevents@
stjohn.org.

St. John Macomb-Oakland
Hospital’s Annual Golf
Benefit, Plum Hollow Golf
and Country Club, Southfield.
Call 313-343-4530 or email
specialevents@stjohn.org.

St. John Guild 10K/5K Run
for a Reason, includes a
1K family walk, Grosse Pointe
Yacht Club. Call 313-343-3674
or visit www.stjohnguild.org.

June 28

Sept. 8

St. John Providence Health
System Breast Care
Program Climb to Beat
Breast Cancer ~ Mt. Mitchell
Challenge, Burnsville, NC.
Call 313-343-4530 or email
specialevents@stjohn.org.

St. John Medical Staff/Guild
Golf Outing, Lochmoor Club,
Grosse Pointe Woods. Call
313-343-3674 or visit
www.stjohnguild.org.

June 4
54th Annual St. John Guild
Dinner, Penna’s of Sterling,
featuring comedian/
actor Dave Coulier. Call
313-343-3674 or visit
www.stjohnguild.org.

8

Thank you to our event sponsors
The following sponsors supported the Physician Celebration, St. John River District Hospital Dinner Dance and St. John Macomb-Oakland
Hospital Taste Fest. Thank you for your generosity!
Accretive Health, Inc.

Hall, Render, Killian,
Heath & Lyman, PLLC

AIM Construction, Inc.

Pomeroy Living, LLC
Precious Home Health Care, Inc.

Hazel Park Medical Center

Arden Courts - Memory Care
Community

Radiation Oncology Specialists, PC

Home Instead Senior Care

Relevar Home Care

Be Well Medical Center

IPC - The Hospitalist Company

Binson’s Hospital Supplies, Inc.

Karlene Dermatology

Blue Care Network of Michigan

Kasco, Inc.

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan

Lawrence Technological University

Bortz Health Care, Inc.

Macomb Surgical Specialists, PLC

Boulevard Health Center

Medstar Ambulance Corp.

St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital Inc. Medical Staff

C & G Newspapers

Mendelson Kornblum Orthopedics
and Spine Surgeons

St. John River District Hospital Medical Staff

Meridian Health Plan

The Macomb Daily/Oakland Press

Mr. and Mrs. James W. Cole Jr.

Tri-Hospital EMS

My Doctor’s Inn

Universal-Macomb Ambulance
Service, Inc.

Cherrywood Nursing & Living Center
Consultants in Internal Medicine
Consultants in Sleep & Pulmonary
Medicine, PLLC

Right at Home of Oakland County

Custom Home Health

Neiman’s Family Market

Diagnostic Radiology Consultants, PC

Oakland Internal Medicine
Associates, PC

Dynaflex Home Health Care, LLC
Emergency Medicine Specialists, PC

Villa Bella of Clinton Township
Warner Norcross & Judd, LLP
Windmere Park Senior Community
Wolverine Packing Co.
Wright and Filippis, Inc.

Physician Healthcare Network, PC

Fifth Third Bank/Southfield

S T.

Stifel Nicolaus

PerfectServe

Falcone, Listwan & O’Neil, PC
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Semco Energy

Pathology Specialists of Southeast
Michigan, PC
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Every gift makes a difference
You truly touch lives with the gifts you make to St. John Providence
Health System (SJPHS). Some of the funds supported by your
donations will be highlighted in this new feature so you can see
how your gifts directly help our patients and their families.

Believe in Miracles Fund
The Believe in Miracles Fund for Providence and Providence Park
Hospitals celebrated its 10th anniversary of service in 2013. Due to
the giving hearts of several donors and a generous commitment
from Providence Health Foundation, $27,772 was given out to 58
families in financial crisis as a result of their cancer diagnosis.
Those figures nearly double the totals from 2012.
The fund assisted families with transportation costs (i.e., cab fare
to/from the hospital), rent/mortgage assistance, utility bills,
medical equipment and more. Specifically, your donations helped:
•

a mother of five with stage 4 lung cancer keep the
utilities on for her family at home

•

a single mother with ovarian cancer stay in her home
as she went through treatment with no sick pay

•

an elderly man, who was the primary caregiver for his
disabled son, get car repairs so he could come to
treatment consistently

Meade Family Pediatric Oncology Fund
Similar funds at other SJPHS hospitals support the needs of
patients and enhance their hospital experience. At St. John Hospital
and Medical Center, the Meade Family Pediatric Oncology Fund
provided $16,942 to assist patients in 2013. Besides transportation
and housing expenses, this fund provided assistance for patient
experience/enhancements, Healing Arts services, medical bills for
19 patients, and 74 gas/food/store gift cards for families.
Patient experience/enhancements included painting brightly
colored murals on the walls and reupholstering chairs to make the
Pediatric Oncology area more pleasant and comfortable during
treatment. Healing Arts services included massage, reflexology and
Reiki therapies for young patients to support the whole person—
body, mind, spirit and emotions.

Van Elslander Cancer Center Needy Patient Fund
and Support Services Fund
The Van Elslander Cancer Center Needy Patient Fund and Support
Services Fund provided patients with $20,565 in assistance and
services last year. These funds helped patients with the same type
of bills as above while also providing finances to support the Team
Angels Support Group, Team Angels Gentle Fitness Class and Zoe
Foundation Art Therapy Program for patients.
The Team Angels Foundation raises funds for breast cancer
research/awareness and for assisting cancer patients facing
financial hardships. The Zoe Foundation Art Therapy program
enables patients to create artwork while receiving treatment to
relax and renew their body, mind and spirit.
“Those we are able to help with these funds are so very grateful,”
said Jessica Chapman, Oncology Social Worker for Pediatrics, Van
Elslander Cancer Center. “Thanks to donations from our generous
supporters, we can assist many patients and their families who are
already struggling with a difficult diagnosis and don’t need to be
worrying about how they are going to pay for their daily expenses.”

Ways you can help
You make a difference to St. John Providence Health System in many ways with your donations. Gifts of any size help us
provide the best care to our patients.
We are continually enhancing services in our Centers of Excellence:
• Heart and Vascular

• Neuroscience

• Orthopedics

• Cancer Care

• Weight Loss

• Minimally Invasive Surgery

For information on how you can support these areas or to talk with us about an area of special meaning to you, please call
313-343-7480 or visit www.stjohnprovidence.org/foundation.
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Planned gifts allow donors to retain control of assets for life
Want to make a major gift in support of St. John Providence Health System (SJPHS) and maintain control of your
assets or receive income for life? Then consider a planned gift.
The most common planned gifts individuals choose to benefit SJPHS include:
•

Naming SJPHS within a will or trust document to receive a bequest

•

Listing SJPHS on a beneficiary designation form for retirement plans or life insurance policies

•

Establishing a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA): A CGA of $10,000 or more is part gift/part annuity, which allows
the donor and another beneficiary to receive income for life while benefiting SJPHS; donors also receive
valuable income tax deductions

Establishing a planned gift for SJPHS provides you with membership in the Legacy Society, our planned gift donor
recognition group. You may also qualify for membership in our McQuade and Providence Societies, which assist
donors in coordinating medical appointments and care.
To learn more or if you have already included SJPHS in a planned gift arrangement, please call 313-343-7480.

Event proceeds help create new dialysis unit
Patients needing kidney dialysis have a newly expanded,
renovated area where they can receive care comfortably. A
new kidney dialysis unit opened in March, increasing the
number of beds from 4 to 10 to support the growing need
for dialysis services in the Providence community.
The expanded dialysis unit was partially funded by
proceeds from the 2013 Friends’ Ball and the DeRoy
Testamentary Foundation. Thank you to everyone who
supported this project; because of you, more dialysis
patients can receive the care they need.

Renal Services team members (from left) Iwancia
Middleton, Naomi Wilson, Julie Ishak, Nephrologists
Susan Steigerwal, MD, and Fawaz Al-Ejel, MD, and Linda
Partlow celebrate the new unit at a recent open house.
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Your gifts help provide healing environment for infants
Our tiniest patients will benefit from an enhanced healing environment when the newly
redesigned and expanded Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and Special Care Nursery opens at
St. John Hospital and Medical Center in 2015.
This project will significantly enhance space, privacy, comfort and the overall patient/
family-centered experience for the approximately 450 babies cared for each year. As part
of this renovation, a milestone was reached Feb. 26 when a construction crew lifted an air
handling unit onto the roof of the hospital for the NICU area. The heating and cooling unit
and mechanical system upgrades are an essential part of what will become the Mary Ann
Van Elslander Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and Special Care Nursery.
The $12 million project, now in the
third and final construction phase, is
being funded with a $7 million capital
investment from St. John Providence
Health System and donations from a
$5 million fundraising campaign. To
learn more or make a gift, please call
Sherry Augustine at 313-343-7481 or
visit www.stjohnprovidence.org/
NICUcampaign.
Mary Ann Van Elslander, longtime volunteer
in the Special Care Nursery and generous
philanthropic supporter of St. John Providence
Health System, cuddles an infant. The new area
will be named in her honor.
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A new air handling unit for the NICU is lifted and
installed on the hospital roof.

