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Art Van Elslander
leaves abundant legacy

Van Elslander
Cancer Center

Art therapy helps
cancer patients cope
Long-distance patients
get home away from home
Doctors give back
beyond medical care
Grateful couple supports
spine surgery program

Van Elslander Pavilion

Message from the Foundation President
As we come together as Ascension, we gain the strength of a large national health
system while remaining the local hospitals and physicians you count on. We know
you, our dedicated donors and friends, feel strongly that your local gifts stay local.
Below is an excerpt from a video entitled “Ascension: Local Heritage, National
Strength,” presented by Ascension President and CEO Tony Tersigni. We hope his
message reassures you of this commitment.
As always, thank you for your generous support and all that you do for
St. John Providence and the health of our community.

Scott Smith
President, St. John Providence Foundations
Scott Smith

A message from Tony Tersigni, President and CEO, Ascension
Thank you for being an integral part of our national health ministry, meeting the
needs of our times within your community just as our historic sponsors did before
us...We have come together under one shared Mission and name, to help our
patients and caregivers know they are part of a leading national health system.
As we add Ascension to the local legacy names already embraced in our
communities, we visibly connect the care we provide and ease the burden of
navigation for patients and families.

Tony Tersigni

We know that while we work together nationally, we will always serve locally.
I want to reassure you that the generosity of donors will always support people
and families in your community. All the funds raised by our Foundations will
remain with the local Foundation to serve its local needs. As all of healthcare
deals with rising costs, regulatory complexity and new competitors, our hospitals
and sites of care, caregivers and those we serve must rely now more than ever on
donors like you to sustain this ministry and fulfill our Mission to care for all with
special attention to persons who are poor and most vulnerable.
As with one voice, we are creating a connected community of healing. I want to
thank you for doing your part to bless and strengthen this health ministry as we
strive to fulfill our unified Mission and provide compassionate, personalized care
that heals the whole person—body, mind and spirit.
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Art Van Elslander leaves abundant legacy of compassion
Art Van Elslander, best known as
founder of Art Van Furniture, passed
away Feb. 12 at age 87 surrounded by
his loving family and the devotion of
caregivers at Providence-Providence
Park Hospital, Novi. Through personal
gifts and the family foundation,
Mr. Van Elslander was St. John Providence’s most generous donor, with
contributions totaling more than
$21 million.
A dynamic, successful businessman,
Mr. Van Elslander spent much of his life
giving back—abundantly—to the
community that supported his businesses over the years. His transformational support of St. John Providence
began in 1989 and continued through
his latest gift last year to create an
endowment called the Shukri W.
David, MD, Art Van Elslander Endowed
Chair for Cardiovascular Services for
Providence Hospitals.
The largest gift created the St. John
Providence Van Elslander Neuroscience
Center of Excellence and the Van
Elslander Surgical Innovation Center,
located at Providence-Providence Park
Hospital, Novi. This bio-skills training
facility draws physicians from around
the world to learn innovative surgical
techniques.

Mr. Van Elslander’s donations to
St. John Hospital & Medical Center
(SJHMC) helped build the Van
Elslander Cancer Center and the Van
Elslander Pavilion, which added 144
private patient rooms, a new Heart &
Circulatory Center and Diagnostic
Imaging Center. A gift also supported
and named the Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit and Special Care Nursery.
“But it is inside these facilities where
the real impact of his generosity is
felt,” said Patricia Maryland, Dr.PH,
President and CEO, Ascension Healthcare. “His benevolence has saved lives,
given hope, shared comfort and eased
pain...and will continue to do so well
into the future. What greater legacy
could there be for any man?
“His gifts to our health system—and
to many other charitable programs in
Michigan and beyond—have had
immeasurable impact on the quality of
life for individuals and families within
the community,” Dr. Maryland
continued.
Among the numerous organizations
Mr. Van Elslander supported were the
Capuchin Soup Kitchen, the Solanus
Casey Center, Forgotten Harvest and
Focus: Hope. He was also credited with
singlehandedly saving Michigan’s

Art Van Elslander

Thanksgiving Day Parade with a
significant donation in 1990, then he
continued as a major supporter.
Mr. Van Elslander’s compassion and
humanity will live on through his
generosity and commitment to the
community. The world is a better place
because of Art Van Elslander.
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Busy community facilities gain lifesaving AED equipment
Community members visiting Faith Community Presbyterian Church in Novi and the three Grosse Pointe Public
Library (GPPL) branches can feel secure knowing these
facilities now have automated external defibrillators (AED)
available for emergencies. St. John Providence (SJP) donated

Dr. Lou Saravolatz, SJHMC Chief of Medicine (center), presents
AEDs to Beth Vernon, GPPL Foundation Executive Director (left),
and Jessica Keyser, GPPL Director (right).

the AEDs, partnering with Zoll Medical Corp. for teaching
and maintenance of the equipment.
Both donations were a result of strong community connections between SJP associates/leaders and the organizations.
A minister from Faith Community Presbyterian Church
reached out to Providence-Providence Park Hospital
requesting assistance to obtain an AED. Beth Hill, Director
of Cardiology, worked with SJP Foundations to create a
proposal and establish a community outreach pilot program
that utilized donations to support the initiative. Because the
groundwork was laid with the church, it was possible to
fulfill the request for AEDs for the libraries when its foundation reached out to Anne Nearhood, SJP Mobile Unit Program Coordinator. Anne worked with St. John Hospital &
Medical Center (SJHMC) and the SJP Foundations to obtain
AEDs for the libraries.
Zoll representative Jeremey Millikin trained key members of
the church congregation on the AEDs in February and library
staff in March. The addition of AEDs in these busy community facilities offers an option for immediate treatment in
the event of sudden cardiac arrest.

At top: Present at the AED training at Faith Community Presbyterian Church were, l-r: Jill Bednarek, Rev. Daniel Michalek, Novi Fire
Department Captain Philip Duczyminski, Michael Everett, Suzanne Everett, Daphne Paulk, Dr. Thomas Anan, PPPH Clinical Faculty/Family
Medicine Residency, and Jeremey Millikin, Zoll Medical Corp.

Spirit of Giving

3

Spring 2018

Art therapy helps patients cope with cancer treatments
Kim Hammonds was diagnosed with
breast cancer in 2003 at age 35 when
her daughter Zoe was just 2 years old.
With no family history of breast
cancer, to say Kim was shocked was
an understatement.

next chemotherapy infusion, she met
Diane Marx, an art student intern from
the University of Michigan who arrived
with a cart full of paints, brushes,
chalks and paper.

She recalls her first chemotherapy
treatment at the Van Elslander Cancer
Center (VECC) at St. John Hospital &
Medical Center: “I was in a lounge chair
for 4-7 hours surrounded by various
levels of cancer patients, some who
didn’t look sick, some with no color in
their faces and clearly fighting for their
life, having a rough time with treatment. I found the experience the most
mentally trying of anything I had ever
faced.”

“Diane worked with me for my next
several chemotherapy sessions,
teaching me how to blend colors,
which brushes to use and patiently
counseling me on where to add color
to each painting,” Kim said. “I started
looking forward to chemotherapy.
Painting became an oasis for positive
thought and helped me avoid dwelling
on terminally ill patients around me or
the threat of my cancer. My daughter
and I started painting together at
home for fun.”

Kim saw a woman walk by pushing an
art supply cart and asked her nurse
how she could sign up to participate in
art activities. This was a positive
turning point for her. During Kim’s

Kim was so grateful for Diane helping
her cope with her treatments through
the expression of art that she wanted
to give others with cancer the same
benefits she experienced. This led to

Kim creating The Zoe Foundation for
Infusion Art Therapy, named after her
daughter. The VECC was the first
cancer center where The Zoe Foundation helped Diane build the art therapy
program it has become today. Kim
holds various fundraisers and generously gives annual donations to
support art therapy at the VECC and
several other cancer centers. Since
2006, The Zoe Foundation for Infusion
Art Therapy has contributed nearly
$150,000 to the VECC alone.
Now a 15-year cancer survivor, Kim
treasures every day with Zoe and her
husband Rod. She is committed to
providing a positive outlet for all people
who must endure chemotherapy. Her
efforts reach many. Approximately 270
people take part in the art therapy
program each year, with nearly 3,000
participants since The Zoe Foundation
began supporting it. Funds from The
Zoe Foundation purchase art supplies,
support the salary of art instructor
Margaret Wielbut and allow her to
attend workshops to get new ideas.
“The art program is a joyful distraction,” said patient Lynne Doyal. “It
gives me something to look forward
to when I come for my infusion treatments. Margaret is a wonderful person
and makes art fun.”

Lynne Doyal works on a pencil drawing during her treatment time.
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Housing program gives long-distance patients a home away from home
Patients tend to heal faster when they are in the comfort
and familiar surroundings of their own home. But what if
your home is 75 or more miles away from the hospital
where you’re receiving treatment or having surgery?
Making travel arrangements and obtaining accommodations can be taxing for patients and families dealing with
serious medical conditions.
To alleviate that burden, St. John Hospital & Medical Center
(SJHMC) established the Patient Family Housing Program
that allows patients’ families to stay in a comfortable, fully
furnished home near the hospital while their loved ones
recover. These houses are in the neighborhood near the
hospital. Each one can accommodate three to six guests.
Houses can be booked for one night, several nights or even
a few weeks, depending on the patient’s/family’s needs.
Families are charged $50-$75/day.

Thankful for the shelter and convenience the home provided, Rev. Bishop shared his story at the White Christmas
Ball. “After a scary diagnosis with cancer, I sought treatment
at St. John Hospital when there were very few options for
me. I live in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, and one of the
challenges of being treated at a facility in an unfamiliar city,
far away from home, was to have a place to stay while I was
having surgery and subsequent cancer treatment,” he
explained. “However, because of the generosity of others,
St. John Hospital has a housing program designed for
patients just like me. A safe haven to call my temporary
shelter while being hundreds of miles away from home.
“I am reminded of the story of Joseph and a very pregnant
Mary, seeking shelter in Bethlehem, a strange and unfamiliar
place,” Rev. Bishop continued. “Their options were limited,
yet they were grateful to have a safe place to stay for the

The Fontbonne Auxiliary of SJHMC recently donated $70,000
to the Patient Family Housing Program, designating the
proceeds from its 64th Annual White Christmas Ball, held
Dec. 8, 2017, to the cause. Funds will help renovate one of the
homes to make it handicap accessible. For the Fontbonne’s
generosity, this home will be named for the organization.
Reverend Don Bishop and his wife Shannon stayed in one of
the houses when he was under the care of Richard Berri, MD.
Dr. Berri serves as Chief of the Surgical Oncology and
Peritoneal Malignancies Program and oversees the Surgical
Oncology Section under the Department of Surgery. He also
leads the Hyperthermic Intraperitoneal Chemotherapy
(HIPEC) Program and Jerome F. Williams Gastrointestinal
Cancer Program.

Continued on next page

Dr. Richard Berri, Rev. Don Bishop and his wife Shannon at the White
Christmas Ball

Above: Proceeds from the Fontbonne White Christmas Ball are assisting with renovation costs for one of the houses.
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Housing program gives long-distance patients a home away from home
Continued from page 5

birth of their son, Jesus. They found comfort in the help of
strangers during a difficult time in their lives. Like Joseph
and Mary, my wife and I found similar relief in the help of
strangers. The Patient Family Housing Program at St. John
Hospital provided my wife and me more than shelter; it
provided comfort and security while receiving my cancer

treatment at the hospital. It was my home away from home
and tremendously helped me in my healing process. I am
grateful this program exists.”
If you are interested in making a gift to support the Patient
Family Housing Program, please call 313-343-7480 or visit:
www.stjohnprovidence.org/foundation/donate.

Home Improvement: Retired physician supports SJMOH facility enhancements
It’s no wonder Hisham Dado, MD,
describes St. John Macomb-Oakland
Hospital (SJMOH) as his “home away
from home.” He’s spent countless
hours there over a 43-year medical
career. Dr. Dado retired as Chief of
Nephrology in 2015 but continues
working there in an administrative role
as a physician advisor.
“I’ve formed great ties with many
physicians and nurses over the years,”
Dr. Dado says. “I started dialysis care
here when I joined the hospital in 1975.
Now we have an inpatient dialysis
center and lots of nephrologists on
staff.”
As a physician devoted to meeting the
needs of the community, Dr. Dado also
supports facility improvements at
SJMOH that impact the patient care
experience.
“Every enhancement is very important
to me, because I want the hospital to
continue to thrive and serve the
community,” Dr. Dado said. “It’s a very
busy hospital and I’m proud to have
been part of its growth.”
Dr. Dado has made a number of
charitable gifts to support SJMOH.
Among them are funds supporting
the creation of the Acute Care of the
Elderly Unit. The 27-bed unit addresses
the unique needs of patients 65 and

older, focusing on safety, mobility and
independence. Dr. Dado has also
supported fundraising events like the
SJMOH Taste Fest and annual Golf
Outing.
Most recently, Dr. Dado made a generous gift supporting the $48.1 million
East Tower expansion project at SJMOH,
which will add three floors. The new
space will feature 75 new private
medical/surgical rooms, resulting in
reduced wait times in the Emergency
Center, increased patient privacy, and
more space for equipment and staff.
In recognition of Dr. Dado’s significant
gift, the hospital will name a private
patient room in the tower in memory
of his late daughter, Antoinette Dado.
She passed away in 2006 at age 32
after a long battle with diabetes.
“I made the gift to honor Antoinette
because she’s still alive in my heart,”
Dr. Dado said. “Every time I support a
charitable effort at the hospital, I do so on
her behalf. My other three children also
encourage me to honor her in this way.”
Dr. Dado, who was born and raised in
Syria, left the country in 1970 to escape
political upheaval and pursue a medical
career in the United States. Although
he missed his family and home country, he quickly established roots at
SJMOH by bonding with his patients.

Dr. Hisham Dado

“Everyone has a rough day once in a
while, including physicians,” Dr. Dado
said. “On those occasions, I would
make rounds in the Intensive Care
Unit and talk with patients and their
families. It was therapeutic for me and
kept me going. By helping others, you
help yourself.”
Even though he’s no longer a practicing
physician, Dr. Dado still takes time to
talk with patients and families at the
hospital. Maintaining those connections is important to him.
“It feels great to comfort them,” he
said. “This hospital is a wonderful
place. It’s given so much to me, and
giving back makes me very happy.”
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Racing For Kids helps sick children get better faster!
Racing For Kids® is a unique national charity, which supports
children when they are most vulnerable — sick and hospitalized. Drawing on the popularity of motorsports, the
organization uses its distinctive position as the longest
running children’s charity in racing to bring attention and
funding to child health institutions, including St. John
Providence Children’s Hospital.
For the past 29 years, Racing For Kids has been bringing
celebrity race car drivers to the bedsides of hospitalized
children across the country. Drivers spend time with each
sick child, sign autographs, pose for photographs and give
out baseball-style hats, coloring books and posters. Physicians and hospital staff say these visits play an important
part in each child’s recovery therapy by brightening their
lives and inspiring them to get better faster.
Racing For Kids and St. John Providence joined forces in 2016
to present one of the most popular events in the Grosse

Pointe community — Racing For Kids to the Hill. In 2017,
St. John Providence became Reigning Champion, the major
event sponsor. Racing For Kids to the Hill is a daylong
community celebration of all things racing. It features a
street fair, hundreds of amazing cars on display, a sidewalk
sale, live music, bounce houses, games for kids and a scavenger hunt. The evening includes a cocktail reception with
food stations, jazz entertainment and a silent and live luxury
auction. The party raises funds for pediatric health initiatives
throughout metro Detroit, including St. John Providence
Children’s Hospital, and helps underwrite the Racing For
Kids hospital visit program.
Since its founding in Detroit in 1989, Racing For Kids has
visited over 32,000 children in more than 650 hospital visits
in the United States, Brazil, Canada, Mexico, Japan and
Australia. It has raised $6.5 million for the hospitals and
other children’s health institutions.

Above: Robbie Buhl, former INDYCAR racer and Grosse Pointe native, visits a young patient at St. John Providence Children’s Hospital.
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Medical education director leads by example to build culture of philanthropy
centers before joining PPPH as a staff
physician in 2010. He became Director
of the Internal Medicine Residency
Program before departing in 2011. He
returned in 2016 in his current role.
Dr. Dubaybo oversees a robust medical
education program involving more
than 200 residents and fellows in 16
training programs, including eight
sub-specialties. The program serves
nearly 100 medical students from
three partner schools, including its
most recent addition — the Michigan
State University College of Human
Medicine.
Dr. Basim Dubaybo

While Basim Dubaybo, MD, grew up in
his native Lebanon, philanthropy was
beyond his family’s means.
“The concept of giving back was
impractical,” said Dr. Dubaybo, Medical
Education Director at ProvidenceProvidence Park Hospital (PPPH),
Southfield. “We simply didn’t have
the resources.”
As he developed a distinguished career
as a physician and educator, Dr. Dubaybo acquired a deep sense of the impact
of philanthropy, both personally and
professionally. Now, “giving back” is
his mantra.
“It takes a group effort to make any
program successful,” Dr. Dubaybo said.
“When we contribute to something
that’s enduring and helpful to others,
we develop a sense of satisfaction.
What could be more gratifying?”
After coming to the United States in
the early 1980s, Dr. Dubaybo had
appointments at several medical

One of Dr. Dubaybo’s first acts as
Medical Education Director was
making a substantial personal gift to
create an endowment for the hospital’s
Simulation and Education (SIM)
Center. The state-of-the-art facility
allows physicians and nurses to train
and practice cutting-edge procedures
in a highly technical and realistic
setting.
“The SIM Center is one of our most
valuable resources at Providence,
because medical education today
requires a great deal of simulation
training,” Dr. Dubaybo said. “We’re
very fortunate to have such a wellequipped center with a tremendous
capacity for growth. That growth
should be fostered.”
Dr. Dubaybo made the gift in honor
of the National Arab American Medical
Association (NAAMA), an organization
he was president of at the time.
“The association gave so much to me
over my career,” he said. “No one gets
to where they are alone, no matter how
gifted they are personally. I also wanted

to set an example for my peers by making NAAMA more relevant in American
communities.”
Last year, Dr. Dubaybo established a
new Medical Education Endowment
Fund with the Providence Health
Foundation. The funds support faculty,
resident and student activities that
maintain an educational environment
and promote the development of
future leaders in medical education
and research.
“Outside funding for medical education has declined steadily,” Dr. Dubaybo said. “We wanted to create our own
source of revenue by investing the
funds. We must ensure medical education has the resources for future
growth.”
Ever mindful of leading by example,
Dr. Dubaybo often encourages his
peers and colleagues to support philanthropic endeavors at Providence and
elsewhere.
“I truly believe there is more satisfaction in giving than receiving,” he said.
“Fortunately, my wife shares the same
principle. Together, we donate our time
and resources to multiple causes, such
as relief for displaced refugees in places
like Syria.
“Whenever I deliver a presentation,
‘giving back’ is the theme. That’s what
we want to achieve at Providence
through the endowments we created.
We’ve developed a vision and planned
ahead so we can provide the best
educational opportunities for future
generations of medical professionals.”
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Physician’s work and generosity have broad effect on patients
Mitchell Dombrowski, MD, believes the biggest factor for
success in life is luck and that your success should be used to
make the world a better place. “If you were lucky enough to
be born with access to medical care, a good education and
have the opportunity to work hard and make a good living,
shouldn’t you give back and help others if you have the
means?” he said.
That’s the philosophy behind generous gifts Dr. Dombrowski
and his wife Jocelyn have contributed to St. John Providence
(SJP) over the years. Their recent gift helped enhance the
Cracchiolo Birthing Center at St. John Hospital & Medical
Center (SJHMC). For a physician who is board certified in
Obstetrics, Gynecology and Maternal Fetal Medicine, this
project was natural to support. Dr. Dombrowski has been a
physician for 39 years and on the SJHMC medical staff since
2000. He was Chief of the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology from 2002 to 2017. Over the years, he has
delivered thousands of babies.
As a specialist in Maternal Fetal Medicine, Dr. Dombrowski
continues to consult with high-risk expectant mothers in
the Birthing Center. To recognize the Dombrowskis’ generosity for the Birthing Center renovation, the day room will
be named for them.

Dr. Dombrowski and Jocelyn have supported many St. John
Providence projects, including: the SJHMC expansion
campaign that helped build the Van Elslander Pavilion,
the expansion/renovation of the Mary Ann Van Elslander
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and Special Care Nursery, and
the Infant Mortality Program. In addition, Dr. Dombrowski
was instrumental in establishing the Arthur and Carolyn
Ulmer Endowed Chair of Women’s Health at SJHMC; the
couple generously supported the initiative. The endowment
was created to support education and to help improve the
healthcare of women, reduce premature deaths and infant
mortality, and research women’s health issues.
Dr. Dombrowski has done important work on improving
healthcare for women and infants. He co-authored an
article on reducing recurrent pre-term birth; in 2012, it was
listed by the prestigious New England Journal of Medicine as
one of the most important articles in the history of Obstetrics. Dr. Dombrowski has been heavily involved in medical
research. He made national news as part of a team from the
National Asthma Education and Prevention Program that
developed guidelines for managing asthma during pregnancy. He has served as principle investigator on multiple
National Institutes of Health grants. An inventor as well,
Continued on next page

Above: Dr. Mitchell Dombrowski and Jocelyn Dombrowski hold the signage for the room that will be named for their family. The room
construction wasn’t completed at press time.
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Physician’s work and generosity have broad effect on patients
Continued from page 9

Dr. Dombrowski holds 11 U.S. patents, including the insulin
pen, glucose test strips, safety needles and self-capping IV
catheters, for which he was named among the “Top 10
Physician Inventors” in 2007.
Dr. Dombrowski is also a member of THE GUILD of SJHMC,
which raises funds for the hospital through events like THE
GUILD Dinner and coffee shop proceeds.
Jocelyn belongs to the Fontbonne Auxiliary and is a current
board member of the organization, which supports SJHMC
through events such as the White Christmas Ball and hospi-

tal gift shop proceeds. She has assisted with Run for a
Reason, the event jointly sponsored by THE GUILD and
Fontbonne. She is very active volunteering for other organizations, including Detroit Industrial School, Soar tutoring at
Grace Community Church, Front Porch, the Detroit Institute of Arts and Grosse Pointe Arts Academy.
“We have worked hard and been very fortunate in our lives,”
Dr. Dombrowski said. “We have the resources to help others
and have elected to do that through our giving to St. John
and other organizations.”

Hospital honored for women’s health services
Providence-Providence Park Hospital
(PPPH), Novi, was recognized at the
annual Novi Toast of the Town for its
excellence in providing women’s health
services, including Labor, Delivery,
Recovery and Postpartum (LDRP) care.
A portion of the proceeds from this
Novi Chamber of Commerce awards

gala and live auction was donated to
support the hospital’s purchase of new
fetal monitors for the LDRP, which has
27 spacious private rooms.
More than 400 people attended the
Mardi Gras themed event, held at
Suburban Collection Showplace on

Feb. 2. PPPH representatives included
hospital President Joe Hurshe, staff
from the Labor Delivery Recovery and
Postpartum Unit and Providence
Health Foundation.

Laura Ashburn, Maureen Kelly-Nichols and Kathy Hall represented PPPH’s LDRP Unit at the event.
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Grateful couple supports Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery Center
Ann and David Conrad began their longstanding relationship with Providence-Providence Park Hospital (PPPH) in
1978 when Ann had knee surgery. Since then, they have
utilized the hospital for their health issues. The couple has
had positive experiences with many PPPH specialists and
wanted to share their story.

service,” David said. He had his own health concern a year
ago and ended up in the Emergency Department on the
Southfield campus. David noted, “Providence Society staff
provided a ‘fast pass’ through the crowded ED and the
doctor in charge greeted me with a friendly smile, taking
excellent care of me medically.”

They are most thankful for the expertise of Teck-Mun Soo,
MD, Chief of Neurosurgery, Medical Director of Complex
Spine Services and Director of the Neurosurgery Residency
Program. Dr. Soo was critical in identifying and resolving a
paralysis-threatening degeneration of the vertebrae in
Ann’s neck in 2006. Ann has since undergone numerous
procedures, including a successful lumbar fusion, positively
impacting the quality of the couple’s life together. Among
their favorite ways to spend time is sailing on their vessel
affectionately named Friendly 4.

The Conrads’ latest gift was a substantial one to support the
Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery Center at the Southfield
campus. “Our hope is to help others in our community who
suffer from chronic back pain gain a better quality of life
under the excellent care of Dr. Teck-Mun Soo and his
associates at Providence,” Ann said.

Married 43 years, the Conrads retired over 14 years ago but
are still quite busy. Their involvement with the hospital has
become much more than as patients. Ann joined Providence
Health Foundation’s Finance Committee in 2002. She now
serves as Chair of the committee and is Treasurer of the
Providence Health Foundation Board of Trustees. Ann has
also been active on the Friends’ Ball Committee for over a
decade; she served as co-chair of the 2012 and 2013 events.
Ann and David are generous donors to PPPH. They became
Providence Society members over five years ago and continue their philanthropic commitment. “Our principle
reason for joining the Providence Society is our desire to
support the work of doctors who have provided unequalled

Proceeds from the 2018 Friends’ Ball are benefitting the
expansion of the Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery Center.
A regional leader for complex spine and neck procedures,
the center specializes in the treatment of degenerative
spine diseases and spinal deformity with minimally invasive
techniques.
“Our vision includes expanding our renowned neurosurgery
program and highlighting it as a national destination
center,” Dr. Soo said. “Our plan is to acquire the newest
technologies to ensure the best outcomes for patients.
Funds raised will also enhance education for the next
generation of neurosurgeons in our newly accredited
residency.”
To support the Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery Center, call
248-465-5000 or visit www.stjohnprovidence.org/foundation/donate.

Above: David and Ann Conrad
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First Friends’ Ball presenting sponsor hosts VIP event
Thank you to Warren Rose and Rose Senior Living for hosting
the inaugural VIP reception for the Providence Health Foundation Friends’ Ball and for stepping forward as presenting sponsor of Friends’ Ball! This is the first time the annual fundraiser
for Providence-Providence Park Hospital (PPPH) has had a
sponsor at this generous level.
The VIP reception took place Feb. 6 at the new Rose Senior
Living facility on the campus of PPPH, Novi. Over 150 guests,
members of the Providence Health Foundation Board and staff,
hospital administration, medical staff and community leaders
gathered to kick off Friends’ Ball, held April 21 at Cobo Center,
Detroit. The VIP event provided an opportunity for guests to
learn how Friends’ Ball proceeds will benefit the Minimally
Invasive Spine Surgery Center at PPPH, Southfield, and help
establish the renowned program as a destination center.

PPPH President Joe Hurshe and Warren Rose

Associates and physicians commit personal gifts to support patient care
Associates and physicians at St. John Providence demonstrate their dedication to the health and well-being of the
community by the work they do every day. But many of
these individuals take their devotion one step further by
making philanthropic gifts to the health system.
The Spirit of Giving Campaign provides an avenue for
associates and physicians to support St. John Providence’s
commitment to healthcare innovation and excellence for
our patients, colleagues and the communities we serve.

Our sincere gratitude goes out to the generous associates
and physicians who have contributed to the annual campaign. Through our own family’s compassion and teamwork,
we have raised *$121,644 from 608 individuals so far to
support programs and services that significantly impact
patient care.
Together we can transform lives! Thank you!
* Amount at press time

Spirit of
Giving

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
If you are interested in making a gift to the Spirit of Giving Campaign, please contact Heidi Crisman at 248-465-4511
or heidi.crisman@ascension.org or Lisa Pinkowski at 313-343-7581 or lisa.pinkowski@ascension.org.

A MESSAGE FROM JEAN MEYER, COO
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Physicians honored by their patients
March 30 is a special day proclaimed across the nation annually to honor doctors who dedicate
their lives to the health of others. St. John Providence (SJP) is grateful to everyone who wrote a
tribute in honor of their doctor for National Doctor’s Day 2018. Gifts received with tributes
support our sacred work and healing Mission. Thank you for helping our patients grow stronger,
fight harder and live longer.
This year, 187 physicians were recognized by 155 patients and family members, and a total of
$10,000 was donated to SJP hospitals and programs in their honor.*
Here is a sampling of the many heartfelt tributes to our physicians:
* Amount at press time

Edward Pazuchowski, MD: Dr. Paz has made such a
difference in my life. I have struggled with years of health
problems and have seen many doctors. Dr. Paz always has
answers, and he will give you the medical option as well as a
natural approach. I can’t tell you the peace of mind it gives
to walk out after an appointment and feel completely
confident. He has a very calming, understanding way. He is
an amazing blessing!
Seilesh Babu, MD: I really can’t say enough good things
about Dr. Babu; he has been so helpful and patient with me
in my persistent problems. He demonstrates so much care
for his patients.
Christine Crader, MD: Dr. Crader greets me with a smile,
takes her time with me so I feel like I’m her only patient. She
listens to me, which is a lost art.
Carrie Dul, MD: Thank you for your dedication to me. Your
care and concern has made my cancer journey much easier.
I’m blessed to have you as my doctor.
Manisha Garg, MD: Thank you for keeping me on the
straight and narrow!

Jef Getzinger, MD: I believe many underestimate the value
of excellent family care. Thank you! Thank you for your
warm, friendly, funny bedside manner. I believe you truly
care about each of your patients. You are the best!
Prashant Kelkar, DO: You saved my life; you’re in my
prayers every night. You’re brilliant. God bless you forever.
Gregor McKendrick, MD: A patient must have confidence
in his doctor. Need I say more. My doctor is the greatest!
Kamran Sheikh, MD: There are no words...you are an
amazing physician, diagnostician, and your caring goes
above and beyond.
Tara Scott, MD: Thank you for being a role model doctor
with compassion to serve patients and community. Always
pleasant, positive and on point! The Go Red event you
chaired was amazing!
Virginia Zacharias, MD: She has seen me through thick and
thin and never gives up on me.
Mark Zainea, MD: If it wasn’t for you, I might not be
around.

We are grateful to our physicians who provide exceptional patient care, using advanced technologies with special attention
to the whole person—body, mind and spirit. For information about honoring your physician, please contact Heidi Crisman
at 248-465-4511 or heidi.crisman@ascension.org.
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Announcements
New board member announced
Jared Fedele was recently named as a member of the Providence Health Foundation Board
of Trustees, and he is on the Finance Committee. He is Finance Director of Lear Corporation’s
Global Seating Financial Planning and Analysis Division. Jared has held a series of increasingly
responsible positions since joining Lear in 2003. He was previously on the Providence Health
Foundation Board for a year.

Jared Fedele

New associates join Foundation

Sara Stauffer

Stan Simek

Shelly Watts

Sara Stauffer is the new Chief Development Officer for Providence Health
Foundation. She is overseeing fundraising efforts for St. John Providence’s
West Region, including ProvidenceProvidence Park Hospital, Southfield
and Novi, Brighton Center for Recovery and Ascension Medical Center in
Livingston County. Sara has a wealth
of experience in healthcare and
philanthropy. She worked for Saint
Joseph Mercy Health System for 11
years, most recently as Director of
Development. She also held various
positions in Development at Oakwood
Healthcare System Foundation (now
Beaumont Health Foundation).

Stan Simek has been named Senior
Development Officer for St. John
Health Foundation. He is fundraising
for several service lines including
Cardiovascular, Rehabilitation, Neuroscience, Adult Chronic Diseases and
Orthopedics. Stan has worked for
Walsh College, Children’s Hospital of
Michigan Foundation, Henry Ford
Village and the Society of Manufacturing Engineers.

Shelly Watts has also joined St. John
Health Foundation as Senior Development Officer. She is fundraising for
various areas including Pediatrics,
PICU/NICU, Women’s Health, Medical
Education, Nursing and St. John River
District Hospital. Shelly was most
recently Director of Development at
Central City Integrated Health.
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Lasting Legacy
What the new tax law
means for donors
May is Leave a Legacy Month and a
perfect time to make a planned gift to
St. John Providence. But what does the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, passed in
December 2017, mean for donors?
Above all, the changes have made gift
planning more important than ever.
Beginning with tax year 2018, the
standard deduction nearly doubles to
$12,000 for individuals/$24,000 for
couples. This means if your itemized
deductions (which includes your
charitable giving) are less than the
standard deduction, there is no reason
to itemize. This change will most affect
taxpayers who itemize deductions and
give small to moderate amounts to
charity. This group will likely find the
increased standard deduction will
lower their tax bill more than itemizing
would, and they will not take the
charitable deduction.
While tax incentives are consistently
at the bottom of the list of reasons
people make donations, you may still
want to do more planning to maximize
tax-advantage methods of giving.
Possible strategies include:
•

•

You may have an incentive to
give more to charity in one
particular year over another year
to exceed the standard deduction and itemize your deductions. This is referred to as
“bunching” or “bundling” gifts.
You may have an increased
interest in donor-advised funds

(DAFs). DAFs are helpful because
you can make contributions to
your DAF in one year in an
amount that exceeds the
standard deduction, so all your
charitable giving is tax-deductible that year. Then you take the
standard deduction the following year. You can distribute gifts
in future years from your DAF.
•

You might consider an increased
usage of IRA charitable rollover
gifts. The new tax legislation did
not change this offering. If you
are over 70½ years or older, you
can withdraw up to $100,000
from your IRA to contribute to a
501(c)(3) charitable organization. Gifts are excluded from
gross income, potentially
reducing income tax, and count
toward your required minimum
distributions. These gifts are
beneficial regardless of whether
you itemize your taxes.

•

Capital gains tax remains
unchanged. Gifts of appreciated
stock and property could be
advantageous as individuals will
be subject to capital gains tax
unless appreciated property is
donated to charity. With the
stock market doing well, the
opportunity to give appreciated
stocks to nonprofits is more
beneficial than ever.

Many of you will find yourselves with
more disposable income due to the
lower tax brackets. You may now have
an opportunity to give more to charitable organizations you care about,
such as St. John Providence.
For more information on planned
giving, contact Mia Axon, Planned
Giving Consultant, at 248-465-5008
or margaret.axon@ascension.org, or
visit www.stjohnprovidence.org/
foundation/planned-giving/.

Disclaimer: This information is not to be considered legal or tax advice. You should consult your independent legal counsel
and financial advisor when considering your charitable giving.
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Volunteer leagues generously support Providence campuses
Thank you to the Providence Park League (PPL) and Our
Lady of Providence League (OLPL) for their semi-annual
donations to Providence-Providence Park Hospital, Novi
and Southfield.
PPL volunteers presented a check for $44,300 to the
Providence Health Foundation (PHF). Funds support PPL’s
$1.5 million pledge for capital construction at the Novi
campus and donations to the Believe in Miracles Fund,
which provides emergency basic needs for patients undergoing cancer treatment.

(l-r) Sara Stauffer, PHF Chief Development Officer; Lou Grieshaber,
PPL President Elect; Heidi Crisman, PHF; Margaret Klobucar, PPPH
Chief Operating Officer; Denise McLean, PPPH Chief Nursing
Officer; Carole Pavelich, PPL President; Joe Hurshe, PPPH President;
and Jim Dauer, PHF

OLPL volunteers donated $60,000 to the Providence
Health Foundation toward the organization’s pledge for
renovation of the Providence Cancer Center at the Southfield campus. A portion of the donation is allowing the
Clinical Decision Unit to purchase new furniture for
patient rooms.
Funds for both organizations are raised through hospital gift
shop proceeds, membership donations and other fundraising events sponsored by the volunteers.

(l-r) Kathy Zaguroli, Manager, Volunteer Services; Joe Hurshe, PPPH
President; Faith Straton, Manager, CDU; Jim Hynes, OLPL President;
and Jim Dauer, PHF

Ways you can help
You make a difference to St. John Providence in many ways with your donations. Gifts of any size help us provide
the best care to our patients. Please know that your gifts always go toward the areas you select.
We are continually enhancing services in our Centers
of Excellence:
• Heart and Vascular
• Cancer Care
• Neuroscience
• Weight Loss
• Orthopedics
• Minimally Invasive Surgery
To learn how you can support these areas or to talk
with us about an area of special meaning to you,
please call 313-343-7480.
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Your event support enhances patient care
Flew Shot: The 6th annual Flew Shot Invitational raised
$100,000 to benefit the Joseph R. Buck, MD, FACS, Trauma
Consultation Room within St. John Hospital & Medical
Center’s newly renovated Trauma Center. Special thanks to
the Cotton family, who hosted the event, held Oct. 27, 2017,
at Fox Hollow Farms in Metamora.

St. John River District Hospital Dinner Dance: Proceeds of
more than $70,000 from “An Evening to Share” will support
the renovation of the Infusion Center at St. John River
District Hospital. Over 200 guests attended the Michigan
Winter Wonderland event, chaired by Dee Cole, held on
Jan. 27 at Alexander’s Banquet Center in Marysville. Congratulations to the honorees: Maria Chamberlain, Associate
of the Year; Paul Dingeman, Community Leader of the Year;
and Kenneth Son, MD, Physician of the Year.

Congratulations to Jon Cotton (second from left) and his winning
team from Meridian.

Fontbonne Auxiliary White Christmas Ball: The 64th
annual event raised $70,000 for the Patient Family Housing
Program at St. John Hospital & Medical Center. Chaired by
Jennie Silva, the event was held on Dec. 8, 2017, at the
Detroit Athletic Club. Honorary Chairs were Richard Berri,
MD; Holly Gilmer, MD; and Darla Granger, MD.

Event Chair Jennie Silva with her mother, Pam Meyer, Fontbonne
President
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Maria Chamberlain, pictured with husband Gary, was recognized
for her work caring for and cleaning the hospital “as if it’s her own
home.”

Left: Paul Dingeman accepts his award for
his work with the local cable TV network.

Right: Dr. Kenneth
Son (center) expresses
his gratitude for
his award as Kim
Ronnisch, RN, Vice
President of Nursing
and Operations, and
H. Lee Bacheldor, DO,
Chief Medical Officer, look on.
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Thank you to our event sponsors
The sponsors listed below supported St. John Providence Foundations at one of the following events: Flew Shot and the
St. John River District Hospital Dinner Dance. Thank you for your generosity!

St. John River District Hospital

“An Evening to Share”
Michigan Winter
Wonderland
All State Fastener

DeMaria

MI Head & Spine

Argent International

Gensler

PVS Chemicals

Dr. Joseph R. Buck

Jeffrey Littmann

R.S. Dale

Jim & Dee Cole

LoVasco

Rex Metal Recycling

Peter & Camille Cracchiolo Family

Medstar

Warner, Norcross & Judd

Cytacki Family

Meridian

X-Ray Associates

For information on upcoming sponsorship opportunities, please call 313-343-4530 or email specialevents@stjohn.org.

A mom’s cancer journey leads to donation for breast cancer
A few months after Jennifer Madigan
had a 3D mammogram with normal
results, she found a lump in her breast
and was diagnosed with breast cancer.
Her son JD’s hockey team, the St. Clair
Shores Saints White, took the news hard
and wanted to support the family. They
dedicated a game to breast cancer
awareness in honor of Jennifer, Lead
Infection Preventionist for St. John
Providence’s Infection Prevention &
Control Department. They collected
donations for pink ribbons, wristbands
and “Hockey Fights Cancer” name cards
and held a raffle. Players put pink ribbons
on their helmets and sticks and wore

pink socks. In an emotional ceremony,
Jennifer’s son presented her with pink
roses.
JD decided the $300 in proceeds from
the game should benefit St. John
Hospital’s Liggett Breast Center, where
his mom received care. Jennifer had a
bilateral mastectomy and reconstructive
surgery but didn’t need radiation or
chemotherapy. The Madigans are
grateful for the compassionate, expert
care Jennifer received. Jennifer is proud
to be a Liggett Breast Center survivor
and hopes her story encourages others
to do self-exams and pay attention to
their bodies.

JD & Jennifer Madigan
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NOTICE
St. John Providence complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex.
ATTENTION: If you speak a language other than English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-586-753-1888 (TTY: 1-313-343-3126).
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-586-753-1888 (TTY: 1-313-343-3126).
.(313-343-3126-1 : )رﻗﻢ ھﺎﺗﻒ اﻟﺼﻢ واﻟﺒﻜﻢ586-753-1888-1  اﺗﺼﻞ ﺑﺮﻗﻢ. ﻓﺈن ﺧﺪﻣﺎت اﻟﻤﺴﺎﻋﺪة اﻟﻠﻐﻮﯾﺔ ﺗﺘﻮاﻓﺮ ﻟﻚ ﺑﺎﻟﻤﺠﺎن، إذا ﻛﻨﺖ ﺗﺘﺤﺪث اذﻛﺮ اﻟﻠﻐﺔ:ﻣﻠﺤﻮظﺔ

Save the Date
Providence
Golf Classic

June 4

Indianwood Golf and Country
Club, Lake Orion
Benefitting Providence-Providence Park
Hospital Care of the Poor programs
St. John River District
Hospital Golf Outing

June 12

St. Clair Golf Club, St. Clair
Benefitting the renovation of the Infusion
Center at St. John River District Hospital
Climb to Beat Breast Cancer
~ Mount Marcy Challenge

June 30

Lake Placid, New York
Benefitting SJP Breast Care Program &
the Maria R. Lucarelli Endowment Fund

St. John Macomb-Oakland
Hospital Golf Outing

Aug. 20

Plum Hollow Golf and
Country Club, Southfield
Benefitting the renovation & expansion
of the East Tower at St. John MacombOakland Hospital, Warren

Fontbonne Auxiliary
Fashion Show

Sept. 27

Andiamo Banquet Center,
Warren
Benefitting St. John Hospital programs
Flew Shot Invitational
FLEW SHOT

St. John Medical Staff/
GUILD 13th Annual
Golf Outing

Sept. 10

Lochmoor Club, Grosse
Pointe Woods
Benefitting St. John Hospital programs

Oct. 12

Fox Hollow Farms, Metamora
Benefitting St. John Hospital programs
Fontbonne Auxiliary
65th Annual
White Christmas Ball

Nov. 30

Detroit Athletic Club, Detroit
Benefitting St. John Hospital programs

For details, call 313-343-4530 or visit www.stjohnprovidence.org/fundraising/events.

If you would like to learn more about giving opportunities at
St. John Providence hospitals and entities, please call 313-343-7480.

