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Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations

A message to our donors
THANK YOU! Those two  
words will never be enough  
to express our gratitude to  
you — our loyal donors —  
during this unprecedented time. 
While COVID-19 has greatly 
stricken our communities, our 
country and the entire world, it 
has brought out the best in so  
many of you! 

Thank you for all you have done and continue to do to 
support our Ascension hospitals and caregivers in Southeast 
Michigan. From your handcrafted signs of love and support, 
to donations of personal protective equipment, food and 
needed supplies, and financial gifts of all sizes, you have  
truly revealed your heartfelt concern and generosity. While 
our caregivers give the best of themselves to expertly and  
compassionately care for our patients, you have been  
giving generously to help them in their heroic efforts.  
Your outstanding support of our Associate Hardship  
Fund and COVID-19 funds has assisted our associates  
and hospitals in countless ways, and your acts of kindness 
are deeply appreciated. 

I also extend the gratitude of Dr. Gary Druskovich, President, 
Ascension Macomb-Oakland Hospital; Dr. Kevin Grady, 
President, Ascension St. John Hospital and Ascension River 
District Hospital; and Joe Hurshe, Chief Operating Officer, 
Ascension Michigan, and President, Ascension Providence 
Hospital, for your support of our hospitals and staff during 
this most difficult time. They, like me, are humbled by your 
outpouring of generosity.

In addition, the entire staff of the Ascension St. John and 
Providence Foundations is deeply grateful for your dedication 
to our hospitals, caregivers and support staff. We cannot say  
“thank you” enough. 

I hope you and your family have been, and will continue to  
be, healthy. For those of you who have been stricken with the 
coronavirus or lost family members and friends from this 
devastating illness, I extend my deepest sympathy to you. If 
we can help you in any way, please reach out to us. Stay well!

With gratitude,

Robert E. Hoban 
Vice President, Foundation Development 
Ascension Michigan
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No one living today has been through something like the 
COVID-19 pandemic. These past months have been a time of 
sailing in uncharted waters. 

As dedicated donors, you have been standing together  
strong and united with Ascension to help our hospitals and  
caregivers in Southeast Michigan get through this rough 
voyage. You are the best! Thank you for your support and 
generous donations.

“Blessed are those who can give without remembering and 
receive without forgetting.” — Unknown

With our doctors, nurses and ancillary staff continuously, 
compassionately and professionally caring for those suffering 
from the coronavirus, your support has poured in to assist in 
many ways. Never before have we seen such community 
spirit, support and generosity. Many of you reached out to 
Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations to ask how 
you could help before we asked for your support.

“We must find time to stop and thank the people who have 
made a difference in our lives.” — John F. Kennedy

Corporations, small businesses, doctor and dentist offices, 
community organizations, Foundation Board members and 
individuals came forward to donate personal protective 
equipment (PPE), including N-95 masks, other masks, gowns, 
face shields and goggles, for frontline staff. From there, 
donations escalated. Special COVID-19 funds were created 
so donors could make gifts benefiting our hospitals for 
special internal needs of our associates. Your support  
is outstanding!

In this unprecedented time of hard work and struggle during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the crisis has caused financial 
challenges and personal sacrifices for many of our caregivers 
and support staff. Many have spouses who have lost jobs, so 
families are struggling to pay bills with one income instead of 
two. With children home full time, associates have extra 
expenses and can’t make ends meet. 

To help address these issues and more, Ascension is using  
its Associate Hardship Fund to help caregivers cover extra 
personal costs incurred during these difficult times. Your gifts 
to this fund are assisting those with emergent needs such as: 
eviction or foreclosure of an associate’s primary residence; 
medication expenses for associates, spouses or dependents; 
funeral expenses for members of their immediate family; 
payment of bills for necessary utilities, to prevent shut off; 
and groceries.

“It takes a village...to change the world.”  — Spinoff of 
African proverb

Thank you for your support during COVID-19 crisis

Continued on next page
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Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations

Your support of the Associate Hardship Fund and COVID-19 
funds has been tremendous! Below is just a sampling of  
the countless ways your donations to Ascension St. John  
and Providence Foundations have assisted during the  
COVID-19 crisis. 

Donations have helped provide:

• iPads and tablets for use by quarantined COVID-19 
patients, so they can connect with Spiritual Care staff 
and their families for emotional support.

• Cell phone chargers for frontline staff and  
COVID patients.

• Crocs shoes for physicians and nursing staff.

• Shower trailers at Ascension St. John Hospital and 
Ascension Macomb-Oakland Hospital, for caregivers 
to use after their shifts, to ease their return home. 

• Washable laundry bags, for frontline staff to use for 
soiled work clothing, so they can return home in clean 
clothes and toss the whole bag in the washer.

• Support bags for frontline staff, including cleaning 
products, toiletries, snacks and more.

• Housing allowances for associates who need to be 
separated from family temporarily due to residence 
location or coming from other Ascension ministries to 
assist in Southeast Michigan. 

• Individually wrapped snacks for associates.

• Boxed meals from local restaurants.

• Gift cards for local restaurants for staff.

• Free meals for associates in hospital cafeterias.

• COVID patient discharge comfort kits with support 
items such as a mask, inspirational card, bottled  
water, lip balm, batteries, hot cereal/soup packets, 
snacks and more.

• Many other items and services. 

Numerous community organizations, foundations, chambers 
of commerce, Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations 
Board members, and others have used social media, local 
media and other methods to request donations of PPE, food, 
personal care items and financial support for our hospitals 
and staff. There are too many to name, without the chance  
of missing someone. Thank you to everyone who has reached 
out to request donations and to everyone who has donated  
in any way.

“It’s not about how much we give but how much love we put 
into giving.” — Mother Teresa

Thank you for your support during COVID-19 crisis - continued

Continued on next page
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The Fontbonne Auxiliary, led by President Lorna Zalenski, 
and THE GUILD, led by President Greg DeMars, have 
worked diligently together, with support from the 
Ascension St. John Foundation Board, to assist Ascension 
St. John Hospital and its associates during COVID-19. 

The Fontbonne and THE GUILD volunteer organizations 
raise significant funds for the hospital annually through 
special events and gift shop/coffee shop proceeds. They 
have broadened their volunteer efforts specifically for 
COVID-19 needs. Members have used social media and 
word of mouth to spread the request for support of the 
hospital. They have been working collaboratively and 
tirelessly to help meet many needs of the hospital and 
associates, including asking for and collecting PPE, food 
and snacks, personal care items, and financial donations. 

During this critical time, the hospital’s Patient Family 
Housing homes have been used by frontline caregivers 
coming from other Ascension ministries across Michigan 
or other states. The Fontbonne and THE GUILD collected 
donations to supply the homes with items to help make 
the caregivers comfortable as they are away from their 
own homes.

The Fontbonne and THE GUILD have also been  
instrumental in collecting, sorting and packing up  
many items for the laundry and support bags for  
frontline associates. Items include personal-size  

shampoo and conditioner, soap, hand lotion, hair ties, 
facial cleansing wipes, laundry detergent (since staff 
need to wash their clothes after each shift), dryer sheets, 
disinfectant wipes, small boxes of tissue, toilet paper, 
trash bags, individually wrapped snacks, power bars, fruit 
snacks, candy, gum, tea and more. These items assist 
caregivers who don’t have the time or energy to obtain 
them after working long, stressful shifts.

The volunteer organizations have spent hours collecting, 
organizing and packing up the care packages for  
associates and asking for assistance for Ascension  
St. John Hospital. Thank you to the Fontbonne and  
THE GUILD for your amazing acts of support!

Fontbonne and GUILD volunteers sort and pack items for 
support bags for associates.

Fontbonne Auxiliary and THE GUILD support hospital COVID-19 needs

Besides your donations of items and financial support, you 
have provided an abundance of heartfelt emotional support 
for our healthcare heroes. Through our Hope for Heroes 
Campaign, community members have created many signs, 
posters and cards to express messages of thanks and 
inspiration. The beautiful works are displayed throughout the 
hallways, in the parking decks, and on hospital lawns so 
associates can see the words of love, encouragement and 
gratitude. Thank you!

“I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people 
will forget what you did, but people will never forget how 
you made them feel.” — Maya Angelou
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Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations

Thanks to a generous community member, Ascension  
St. John Hospital is getting a new hybrid cardiac  
catheterization laboratory to enhance services for heart 
patients. Thomas Mackey, age 85, of Grosse Pointe Farms, 
gave $1 million to the hospital to make a difference with  
his money while he’s still alive.

Tom wanted to give back to the hospital where he has 
received his healthcare for years, including hip replacements, 
knee surgery, heart care and more. He chose to make his gift 
for a catheterization lab, because he said cardiologist Marc 
Gosselin, MD, saved his life when he had a heart attack. 

“I’m still here because of Dr. Gosselin’s expert care,”  
Tom said. “I can’t say enough good things about him and  
the hospital.”

Since Tom has had catheterization procedures himself, he 
knows the importance of a cath lab and wants to help others 
who need this type of specialized care. 

A hybrid catheterization lab combines the traditional  
diagnostic functions of a cath lab with the surgical functions 
of an operating room. The new cath lab will enhance the 
services offered by the Gretchen C. Valade Cardiovascular 
Hybrid Operating Room and Minimally Invasive Structural 
Heart Program.

“We have always prided ourselves on delivering state-of- 
the-art cardiovascular care to our patients,” said Thomas 
LaLonde, MD, Chief, Cardiology and Cardiovascular  
Services, Ascension St. John. “Mr. Mackey’s generous 
donation will provide advanced technology and allow  
our expert cardiology team to deliver the best possible  
percutaneous cardiovascular intervention.”

While the new catheterization lab will be named for  
Mr. Mackey, he doesn’t donate for recognition. He gives 
because he wants to do everything he can to help while he’s 
around to see the benefit. Besides the cath lab, Tom has 
supported the Skills Simulation and Education Center at 
Ascension St. John Hospital and The Holley Institute.

The generous donor acquired his wealth by working as an 
investment banker for 52 years. Tom is not married and does 
not have children to inherit his estate. He doesn’t buy 
expensive food and designer clothes or have a need for 
material items to be happy.

“I’d rather give my money where it can help than spend it on 
myself,” Tom said. “I’d like to think I’ve made a little bit of 
difference in this world.”

Other organizations can attest to the fact that Tom makes a 
difference. With his love of animals, he especially supports 
animal causes. A beneficiary of his philanthropy is the 
Michigan Humane Society, which has a state-of-the-art 
facility in Detroit named for him — the Mackey Center for 
Animal Care. His gifts also helped create the Thomas A. 
Mackey Animal Adoption Center at the Grosse Pointe Animal 
Adoption Society in Harper Woods.

Tom’s longtime companion is his rescue terrier, Scruffy. “He’s 
as old as I am in dog years,” Tom laughed. “His hair is turning 
white and he moves slow, so he’s good company for me.”

Grateful patient gives $1 million for new catheterization lab

Tom Mackey and Scruffy
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Ascension Providence Hospital, Southfield, recently  
celebrated the completion of Phase I of the hospital’s  
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) renovation project to bring an 
updated environment to patients. Phase I included the  
ICU and Neuroscience ICU.

The $24 million project included a complete renovation and 
rebuild, with the creation of a new floor plan for the unit, 
state-of-art equipment and all new furnishings. A ceiling lift 
was installed in every patient room, allowing staff to safely 
turn, boost and reposition patients with ease.

Philanthropy played a significant role in the renovation,  
with $3.5 million in gifts supporting the project. A generous 
donor, who wishes to remain anonymous, gave $2.5 million  
to create the ICU Suites. In addition, David and Ann Conrad 
contributed $1 million for the Neuroscience ICU. Ascension 
provided $20.5 million in capital funding. 

A ribbon-cutting and blessing was held to celebrate the 
completion of Phase I of the ICU renovation. Community 
members, donors, city of Southfield dignitaries, Ascension 
Providence Foundation Board members, hospital leaders, 
physicians and associates came to celebrate and tour the new 
area. In addition, Dr. Ken Berkovitz, Senior Vice President, 
Ascension, and Ministry Market Executive, Ascension 

Michigan; and Patricia Maryland, former CEO, Ascension 
Healthcare, attended the event.

Phase II of the ICU renovation project began in March,  
with completion expected in the fall. This phase includes 
renovating the Cardiovascular Intensive Care Unit and  
Seton West Stepdown Unit. Upon completion of both  
phases, the combined ICUs will total 33,250 square feet  
of dedicated space. 

Anonymous large gift helps fund ICU renovation

Joe Hurshe, Chief Operating Officer, Ascension Michigan, and 
President, Ascension Providence Hospital; donors David and 
Ann Conrad; and Lynn Chiesa, Chief Nursing Officer, Ascension 
Providence Hospital

One of the new ICU patient rooms

Jason Blanks, Executive Director, Southfield Area Chamber 
of Commerce; Elvin Barren, Police Chief, Southfield; Rochelle 
Freeman, Business & Economic Development Director, Southfield; 
Joe Hurshe, Chief Operating Officer, Ascension Michigan, and 
President, Ascension Providence Hospital; Margaret Klobucar, 
Chief Operating Officer, Ascension Providence Hospital; and Lynn 
Chiesa, Chief Nursing Officer, Ascension Providence Hospital
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Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations

Ascension St. John Hospital has built a solid reputation for 
providing expert care that patients of all ages need and 
deserve — from the smallest, most vulnerable infants to 
seniors. As healthcare continues to evolve with new  
treatments and technology that lead to better patient 
outcomes, so too does Ascension St. John, which offers 
specialized services that other local hospitals do not provide.

To better meet family needs and enhance the patient care 
experience, the hospital has embarked on a $58.2 million 
Surgical and Pediatric Services Expansion and Renovation 
project. Ascension is providing $41 million in capital funding 
for the project; philanthropic gifts through a capital campaign 
will fund the remaining $17.2 million.

Pediatric services
Pediatric services — offered by Ascension St. John Children’s 
Hospital, a credentialed hospital within Ascension St. John — 
is a major focus of the campaign. Board-certified pediatric 
specialists provide specialty care in many areas, including the 
Inpatient Pediatric Unit, Level III Mary Ann Van Elslander 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and Special Care Nursery, 

Pediatric Burn Room and Child Life Activity Room. In  
addition, the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit, one of just  
three in southeast Michigan, cares for critically ill and  
injured infants, children and teenagers.

While these pediatric areas bring critical services to the 
community, significant enhancements are needed to better 
meet community expectations. The expansion and  
renovation project will include:

• A separate Pediatric Emergency Department with its 
own waiting room.

• A separate Women and Children’s entrance and 
courtyard to better accommodate maternity patients 
and children needing emergency services, separating 
them from adult patients.

• Renovations to the Pediatric Unit to create a more 
efficient space to care for young patients.

• Renovations to create private pediatric inpatient 
rooms, allowing parents to stay overnight with their 
children.

Physician leaders give back to support Pediatric Services

Continued on next page
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“These major enhancements will give 
pregnant women and children direct 
access to the specific care they need,” 
said Marcus DeGraw, MD, Chief of 
Pediatrics, Ascension St. John 
Hospital. He and his wife, Melissa Ann, 
made a generous gift to the campaign. 
“Comfort is part of it. If a patient 
arrives to have a baby or if a parent 
brings a child who needs medical help, 

they will have their own separate entrance from adult patients 
with different needs.”

Dr. DeGraw continued, “Creating private individual rooms  
for each pediatric patient is also very important. We know 
that privacy minimizes patient distress, which leads to 

improved outcomes.” 

Muthayipalayam Thirumoorthi, MD, 
FAAP, FIDSA, Director of Pediatric 
Infectious Diseases, Ascension  
St. John, and former Chief of  
Pediatrics, also made a generous  
gift with his wife, Vani. They support 
the campaign because pediatrics is 
close to their hearts.

“Pediatrics has comprised my entire 
professional life,” Dr. Thirumoorthi said. “Pediatrics and 
women’s care are intertwined, so when the opportunity came 
to support this expansion and renovation campaign, I took full 
advantage of it.”

Dr. Thirumoorthi encourages people to support the campaign 
because Ascension St. John Children’s Hospital is such an 
important community resource. 

“Our doctors, nurses and support staff are willing to go the 
extra mile for our patients,” he said. “People who can  
contribute in any way to the campaign will make an already 
excellent pediatric resource even better.” 

Surgical Services
The other component of the project involves expansion  
and renovation of the Surgical Services Department.  
Enhancements will include:

• New bypass corridors to accommodate the expansion 
and provide meeting rooms and additional storage space.

• A redesign of the entire Surgical Services area, including 
a new inpatient and outpatient surgical waiting area on 
the second floor.

• Renovation of 18 operating rooms and expansion of eight 
operating rooms to accommodate the latest technology.

Renovations are underway. Once completed, surgical 
patients will experience pre-op care, have their surgery and 
recover all on the same floor. Family members will also have 
new, spacious waiting rooms.

To learn more about the expansion project or make a gift, 
please contact Lisa Pinkowski at 313-343-7581 or  
lisa.pinkowski@ascension.org.

Local car dealer owner gives $20,000 to neurosurgery campaign 

Dr. Gustavo Anton, neurosurgical resident; Bob Page; 
Natalie Reilly-Finch, Ascension Providence Foundation; 
Dr. Elise Yoon, neurosurgical resident; and   
Dr. Teck-Mun Soo

Robert (Bob) Page, owner of Page Toyota of Southfield and  
Page Honda of Bloomfield, generously donated $20,000 to  
the Ascension Providence Foundation’s Minimally Invasive 
Spine Surgery Center Campaign. He is thankful for the care  
he received from Dr. Teck-Mun Soo, Chief of Neurosurgery, 
Ascension Providence Hospital. To show his gratitude, Bob is 
happy to support Ascension Providence Hospital’s efforts to 
acquire new technology and support the neurosurgical research 
and residency program at the Southfield campus. To learn more 
about this campaign to elevate the renowned neurosurgery 
program as a destination center, please contact  
Natalie Reilly-Finch at 248-465-5008.

Dr. Marcus DeGraw

Dr. Muthayipalayam 
Thirumoorthi
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Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations

Detroit police officer Donald 
Hiatt suffered a heart attack and 
died last year at the age of 33. 
He had a full life ahead of him 
and left behind his siblings, 
parents and beloved German 
shepherd, Bella. 

Donald had no family history of 
heart disease and no apparent 
symptoms. His death may have 

been prevented if he had a heart and vascular screening like 
the one available through the Ascension Mobile Health Center. 

Donald’s untimely death devastated his mother, Rita Hiatt, 
and put her on a mission to have all police officers in Detroit 
and surrounding communities screened for heart issues.  
She reached out to Ascension in Southeast Michigan, which 
already has a heart screening program in place on the 
Ascension Mobile Health Center. Her initiative helped put  
the mobile health screening in motion at all Detroit police 
precincts and expand the service to surrounding communities.

The screening includes a detailed health risk assessment, 
blood pressure, body mass index, electrocardiogram  
and cardiomyopathy screening. The cost to have a  
screening is $60. 

Community members have stepped forward to make gifts  
to support the Ascension Mobile Health Center, so free 
screenings can be offered to first responders. The mobile 
center has been visiting police precincts and fire stations to 
offer the screenings. Since the program kicked off, 306 first 
responders have been screened, including 233 in Detroit. 

One generous donor is Zeidman’s Jewelry and Loan, which 
has made gifts totaling $100,000 to support the heart 
screenings offered by the Ascension Mobile Health Center. 
The owners of Zeidman’s are grateful to the police officers 
and all first responders who keep the community safe near 
their stores in Detroit and Southfield, and want to help keep 
them healthy.

Thank you to everyone who contributed gifts for the Ascension 
Mobile Health Center. Your gift is appreciated! However, 
more assistance is needed to honor Donald’s memory and 
make Rita’s vision of screening all officers a reality. 

Your gift can help save lives, one screening at a time. To make 
a gift or learn more, please contact Natalie Reilly-Finch at 
248-465-5008 or natalie.reilly-finch@ascension.org. You 
can make a gift online at stjohnprovfoundations.org/donate 
(select “Ascension Mobile Health Center – heart screenings” 
in the drop-down menu under “Designation”).

Son’s death inspires mother to help Ascension offer  
free heart screenings for first responders

Donald Hiatt

Julie O’Mell, Manager, Diagnostic Cardiology & Cardiac 
Rehabilitation, meets with a Detroit police officer to review his 
health information before performing his heart screening on the 
Ascension Mobile Health Center.
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The Family Medicine Endowment campaign at Ascension 
Providence Hospital met its goal of $500,000 to start a 
scholarship program for medical students making a  
commitment to the Family Medicine residency program. 
With the success of this fundraising campaign, Ascension 
Providence Foundation plans to create more scholarship 
opportunities in other medical specialties.

Annual proceeds generated from the interest on the Family 
Medicine Endowment are designated for a $20,000  
scholarship for one medical student plus $5,000 for the 
educational needs of Family Medicine faculty and residents. 

The scholarship was established to encourage medical 
students to enter family medicine and remain at the hospital 
as attending physicians. Currently, more than 50 percent of 
the Family Medicine Residency department staff consists  
of Ascension Providence Family Medicine graduates. The 
goal is to maintain or even increase this track record. The 
scholarship is intended to help combat the high levels of debt 
students incur, which discourages many from considering 
family medicine, one of the lower-paid specialties. 

Family Medicine Endowment scholarship winners earn their 
award installments as they progress through their fourth year 
of medical school and when they match with the Ascension 
Providence Hospital Family Medicine residency program. 

The Family Medicine Endowment effort began with the  
vision of Dr. Karen Mitchell, former Program Director,  
Family Medicine Residency. It was carried to fruition by  
Dr. Cherolee Trembath, former Chair, Department of Family 
Medicine; Dr. Teneisha Wright-Jones, current Program 
Director, Family Medicine Residency; and Dr. Glenn Taylor, 
current Chair, Department of Family Medicine.

Physicians from a vast array of specialties supported the 
endowment. A recognition plaque honoring the donors is 
displayed outside the physician lounge at the Southfield 
Campus. In addition, a celebration recognized the donors  
and honored the first recipient of the scholarship, Dr. Gavin 
Taylor, who is finishing up his first year of residency at 
Ascension Providence. An additional student will receive  
the scholarship each year.

The goal of the Ascension Providence Foundation, with  
the support of the hospital’s new Director of Medical  
Education, Abdulghani Sankari, MD, PhD, is to replicate  
the success of the Family Medicine Endowment to create 
scholarship opportunities in a variety of specialties at 
Ascension Providence.

“There is no more profitable investment than investing in  
our future physicians,” Dr. Sankari said. “It is the true way  
to improve the health of our community and the education  
of a diverse group of talented future healers. Your support 
will secure a brighter future for the next generation of 
physicians. Scholarships are vital in helping retain young 
talent in their medical careers, so they can make a difference 
in patients’ lives.”

Ascension is among the top health systems in the country 
with the highest number of medical students. If you would 
like to learn more about supporting medical education at an 
Ascension hospital in Southeast Michigan, please contact:

• Ascension Providence Hospital: Natalie Reilly-Finch, 
248-465-5008 or natalie.reilly-finch@ascension.org. 

• Ascension St. John Hospital: Lisa Pinkowski,  
313-343-7581 or lisa.pinkowski@ascension.org.

• Ascension Macomb-Oakland Hospital: Sherry Augustine, 
313-343-7481 or sherry.augustine@ascension.org.

Family Medicine Endowment inspires more scholarship opportunities

Dr. Glenn Taylor, Dr. Karen Mitchell, Natalie Reilly-Finch from 
Ascension Providence Foundation, Dr. Teniesha Wright-Jones 
and Dr. Cherolee Trembath, worked together to make the Family 
Medicine Endowment a reality.
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Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations

The birth of any baby is significant, but the arrival of Matteo 
John DeMars at Ascension St. John Hospital was extra 
special. He was the first great-grandchild of the late Peter J. 
and Connie Cracchiolo born in the Cracchiolo Family Birthing 
Center, named in their memory.

Matteo arrived on Nov. 26, 2019, weighing 8 pounds 9 ounces 
and measuring 21 inches long. His parents are Melissa and 
Gregory DeMars, son of Gregory and Phyllis DeMars.  
Phyllis is Peter J. and Connie’s daughter. Matteo has a big 
sister Colette. 

Matteo was soon followed by the arrival of another  
Cracchiolo great-grandbaby — Brayden Michael Jensen, who 
was born on Jan. 27, 2020, at 8 pounds and 20 inches. His 
parents are Michael and Laura Jensen. Laura is the daughter 
of Grace Cracchiolo-Torre, daughter of Peter J. and Connie. 
Brayden has a big brother Jeffrey.  

As a popular saying goes, “Good things come in threes!” Next 
came Ashton Zane Matus, who was born in the Cracchiolo 
Family Birthing Center on April 22, amidst the COVID-19 
pandemic. He arrived weighing 7 pounds 4 ounces and 
measuring 20 inches long. His parents are Bethany and Alex 
Matus. Bethany is the daughter of Gregory and Phyllis 
DeMars. Ashton has twin big brothers Owen and Everett.

Matteo, Brayden and Ashton bring the total number of 
Cracchiolo great-grandchildren to 17. The Cracchiolos  
left a wonderful legacy with their beautiful family that 
continues to grow! 

Peter J. and Connie’s four children — Peter T. Cracchiolo, 
Phyllis DeMars, Grace Cracchiolo-Torre and Bernadette 
Cracchiolo Lindquist — made a lead gift through the Peter J. 
and Constance M. Cracchiolo Foundation to support the 
expansion and renovation of the Cracchiolo Family Birthing 
Center to commemorate their late parents, who were 
generous supporters of the hospital.

The Cracchiolo Family Birthing Center welcomes more than 
3,000 babies into the world each year. 

Babies make arrival in Birthing Center named for their great-grandparents

Brayden made his debut in the Cracchiolo Family Birthing Center. Ashton, with his parents Alex and Bethany Matus

Matteo is the first Cracchiolo baby born in the Cracchiolo Family 
Birthing Center
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Many individuals and families are struggling financially and 
personally due to the impact of COVID-19 and other factors 
in their lives. As you look for ways to help, please consider 
making a gift to Ascension St. John and Providence  
Foundations to assist our patients, associates and the 
community. The following funds are just some you can 
choose to support: 

Associate Hardship Fund: Provides confidential assistance  
to Ascension associates in Southeast Michigan whose 
resources are limited and who are experiencing a legitimate, 
immediate financial hardship, especially due to COVID-19. 
This fund helps those with emergent needs such as eviction 
or foreclosure of an associate’s primary residence; medication 
expenses for associates, spouses or dependents; funeral 
expenses for members of their immediate family; payment of 
bills for necessary utilities, to prevent shut off; and groceries. 

HOPE (Helping Our Patients in Emergencies) Fund:  
Helps patients with limited financial resources or insurance  
coverage, who have immediate needs after a hospital stay 
(such as prescriptions, medical equipment, food, utility  
bills, gas cards). You may designate the hospital you  
wish to support.

Open Arms (Grief and Trauma Support): Provides support 
and counseling to adults and children experiencing grief and 
trauma. The program educates the community about grief 

You can help those in need during difficult times

and trauma and its long-term impact and provides supportive 
services, resources and intervention to crime victims and 
others grieving the loss of a loved one.

Patient Aftercare Extended Fund: Provides support to 
Ascension Brighton Center for Recovery patients to meet 
their aftercare needs such as halfway houses and other 
ongoing support.

To make your donation, you may use the envelope  
enclosed in this newsletter, or go online to:  
stjohnprovfoundations.org/donate. If the fund you wish  
to support isn’t listed on the drop-down menu in the  
“Designation” section, select “Other” and fill in the box  
below with the name of the fund. If you have questions, 
please call 313-343-7480. Thank you for your support.

You can make a difference in the health of your 
community, create a legacy and perhaps achieve  
tax benefits by making a planned gift. A bequest, 
IRA, 401(k), 403(b), annuity and stock are some  
of the ways you can help us fulfill our Mission for 
generations to come. 

If you have included, or would like to include, one of 
the hospitals of Ascension Michigan in your estate  
plan or wish to learn more, please call us at  
313-343-7480 or 248-465-5000.

Leave a legacy
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Every year, over 124,000 Americans are diagnosed with 
kidney failure (end-stage renal disease) — a serious,  
irreversible condition that is fatal without a kidney transplant 
or life-saving dialysis treatments. In Michigan alone, nearly 
22,400 individuals are diagnosed with this disease, according 
to the United States Renal Data System.

Because of the scarcity of kidneys for transplantation, most 
individuals with kidney failure rely on dialysis treatments to 
survive. Ensuring that safe dialysis care is available to those 
who need it is essential.

Hemodialysis treatments require a specialized machine and 
filter to remove wastes, toxins and excess fluid from the 
patient’s bloodstream. At Ascension St. John Hospital, 11 new 
state-of-the-art hemodialysis machines are available if you 
require dialysis treatment while in the hospital. The purchase 
of these machines was made possible by generous donors 
who supported the Adult Chronic Disease Fund and the Anna 
and Henry Mok Diabetes Endowment.

“We are grateful for the gifts which gave us the ability  
to obtain these dialysis machines that have the newest  
technology, to go along with the excellent care we  
provide,” said Brian Grawburg, BSN, RN, Inpatient Dialysis 
Nurse Manager.

The Fresenius 2008T hemodialysis machines are enhancing 
care for patients and providing these advantages:

• Along with new portable reverse osmosis water 
systems, the machines are portable and can be 
brought to a patient’s bedside. 

• The equipment is safer for patients, automatically 
monitoring vital signs, blood volumes and fluid levels.

• The pre-filled, dry bicarbonate concentrate bags 
provide a lightweight, easier alternative to staff 
carrying heavy liquid jugs that must be mixed with 
water before patients can receive dialysis.

• The hygienic delivery system reduces risk of bacteria.

• Repair costs and time to maintain the new dialysis 
machines will be reduced.

One patient who comes to Ascension St. John for dialysis 
three days a week is thankful for the new machines. “The 
staff takes great care of me, and it is nice to see they are 
getting new equipment to help with my care,” he said.

To make a gift supporting kidney care at an Ascension 
hospital in Southeast Michigan, please call 313-343-7480 or 
visit stjohnprovfoundations.org/donate.

Your gifts help provide better dialysis care for patients

Kyle Dubey, RN, with a dialysis patient who is receiving dialysis on one of the new machines.
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Patients honor physicians with heartfelt tributes
When it comes to your health, a doctor can be your trusted 
advisor, partner and even your hero. The physicians at  
Ascension in Southeast Michigan are everyday heroes who 
want to provide you with the best care possible. In celebration 
of National Doctor’s Day (March 30), more than 100 patients 
and family members recognized physicians with heartfelt 
tributes and gifts totaling nearly $6,400. Donations will 
support the Helping Our Patients in Emergencies (HOPE) 
Fund, which provides assistance to patients with limited 
financial resources or insurance coverage, who have  
immediate needs after a hospital stay (such as prescriptions, 
medical equipment, food, gas cards and utility bills). 

National Doctor’s Day

As part of National Doctors’ Day, many patients submitted 
tribute comments and financial gifts in recognition of doctors 
who cared for them or their loved ones. Here is a sampling of 
the many comments received:

To Jennilyn Wetzel, MD: Thank you for your diverse  
expertise, your willingness to grasp what I have to  
say and your humanness.

To Preschant Kelkar, DO: A gem of a human being, simple, 
intelligent, compelling personality; may Almighty God  
work through you.

To Peter Gregory Rowsell, MD: We appreciate all of the  
help you have given to us.

To Jukaku Tayeb, MD: Thank you for taking such wonderful  
care of me for the past 20 years!

To Michael Naber, MD, and Srihari Ravi, MD: We appreciate 
the excellent care we receive from Dr. Naber and Dr. Ravi  
and their offices. They make a difference and keep us  
feeling encouraged even though we know our bodies are 
aging and changing.

To Adam Forman, MD: Thank you for your caring, genuine 
nature. You inspired me to get well and to stay well. You 
made a horrible time of my life livable — better. Together,  
we got through it.

To Nikolas Dimovski, MD: Dr. Nik, you are an amazing 
doctor! Your compassionate care is helping me to stay alive!  
Thank you!

To Suzanne Ross, MD: Dr. Ross is empathetic and really 
listens. I rarely go to the doctor; yet I still feel she “knows 
me.” She is genuine and I value her care. Her medical  
assistant Kelly is pretty awesome, too!

To Peggy Cheng, MD: I would like to thank you for taking 
good care of me all these years! God bless you!

To Komal Trivedi, MD: Thank you for your professional and 
caring assistance to help me maintain a healthy lifestyle.  
You truly have made a difference. I am so grateful.

To Robert Boomer, MD: Thank you for the personal  
attention that you give to all and for sending us to  
specialists only if needed.

Thank you to all our physicians who provide dedicated care and compassion every day and 
especially during the coronavirus pandemic. To honor your physician, please contact  
Heidi Crisman at 248-465-4511 / heidi.crisman@ascension.org, or  
Michael Palmer at 313-343-7579 / michael.palmer1@ascension.org.
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“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what 
we give.” — Winston Churchill

Giving comes in many forms, and Ascension in Southeast 
Michigan is blessed with a wealth of community members 
who give their time and talents to carry out our healthcare 
Mission in a variety of ways. 

Each campus of Ascension Providence Hospital has its own 
volunteer organization providing support. The Our Lady of 
Providence League (OLPL) in Southfield was formed in 1966, 
and the Providence Park League (PPL) in Novi was founded in 
2008, prior to the opening of the inpatient hospital. The 
groups have their own nonprofit status and separate board 
and committee structures to provide leadership for service 
and philanthropy.

The volunteers come from all walks of life; they are teachers, 
homemakers, students, business leaders, entrepreneurs, 
crafters and more. The volunteers range in age from 16 to 91. 
Nearly half are retirees who offer a wealth of knowledge and 
experience. About one fourth are high school students, many 
who aspire to be healthcare professionals. 

At both campuses, a combined total of nearly 700 volunteers 
contributed more than 60,000 hours of service last year! 
These volunteers make a great impact at the hospital, 
assisting in many areas, including:

• Concierge – greeting and walking guests to  
their destinations. 

• Patient transporters – helping to discharge patients.

• Supporting clinical departments – stocking supplies, 
visiting with patients, ensuring a clean environment.

• Clerical support – data entry, filing, answering phones.

• Spiritual Care – visiting with patients, serving as 
Eucharistic Ministers, visiting with hospice and 
palliative care patients and their families at end of life 
(No One Alone program).

• Gift Shop – assisting with all aspects of the Gift Shop 
and Gift Cart businesses.

• Unique programs – including Therapy Dog visits,  
Helping Hands and Healing Arts. 

Hospital volunteers make great impact with time, talent and treasure

An information desk volunteer gives directions to a visitor.

Continued on next page
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Volunteer opportunities
To learn more about volunteering at an Ascension 
hospital in Southeast Michigan, contact:

Ascension Brighton Center for Recovery  
Cory Swann, 810-225-2527

Ascension Macomb-Oakland Hospital  
Kevin Hood, 586-573-5112

Ascension Providence Hospital  
Novi Campus   
Kathy Zaguroli, 248-465-4095  
Southfield Campus  
Robyn Hamilton, 248-849-8806

Ascension River District Hospital 
810-329-8961

Ascension St. John Hospital  
Cindy Boeneman, 313-343-3680

• Virtual volunteering – working off-site creating 
handmade blankets and inspirational cards for patient 
meal trays, and collecting books and other diversional 
items for patients. 

While their service contributions are indispensable, the 
volunteer groups also give financially. Last year, OLPL and 
PPL contributed a combined total of $154,000 to the hospital 
through fundraising efforts. Since their formation, the 
leagues together are the second largest donor to Ascension 
Providence with over $7 million in contributions! 

The leagues are currently making gift payments on multi-year 
pledges for support of the Cancer Center in Southfield and 
construction at the Novi Campus. PPL also purchased a 
20-foot cross that will be installed on the outside of the 
building. In addition, both groups sponsor the Friends’ Ball, 
Providence Golf Classic and Climb to Beat Breast Cancer 
events, and they provide awards and scholarships for  
teen volunteers.

OLPL and PPL raise the funds they donate to the hospital 
through Gift Shop proceeds, raffles, vendor sales and 
community events.

Aliana Ritter, a seventh grader from Brownell Middle 
School in Grosse Pointe Farms, donated approximately 
400 non-perishable food items to help cancer patients  
at the Van Elslander Cancer Center (VECC) at Ascension 
St. John Hospital. 

Aliana is the secretary for the National Junior Honor 
Society. As a service project this year, the group chose  
to help cancer patients in their community. 

Patients receiving cancer treatment are often unable to 
work, making it difficult to pay bills. Donations also help 
provide nourishment to these patients so they can focus 
on their health.

“Everyone is touched by cancer in some way or another. 
We wanted to do something to help,” Aliana said. 

Aliana is also a part of an acappella group and plans to 
come sing to the cancer patients in the future.

Karen Forman, Research Manager, VECC; Lorrie Lipa, Director 
of Oncology Services; Sherry Augustine, Ascension St. John 
Foundation; Aliana Ritter; Catherine Patterson, Financial 
Counselor, VECC; and Robin Francis, Front Desk, VECC

Local student spearheads food collection for cancer patients



The Providence Society at Ascension Providence Hospital 
and the McQuade Society at Ascension St. John Hospital 
were established to show appreciation to our benefactors  
and most loyal supporters for their dedication to the Mission 
of Ascension through their generous philanthropic gifts. 

An exclusive support system offers personal navigation for 
healthcare services 24 hours a day and concierge-style 
benefits to assist members when they need care at  
Ascension hospitals in Southeast Michigan. The goal is  
to ensure members’ complete satisfaction when using  
Ascension Providence Hospital and Ascension St. John 
Hospital. The service provided by the societies is a way  
to say “thank you” to our most dedicated donors.

You can qualify for McQuade or Providence Society  
membership in various ways through your gifts to  
Ascension hospitals: 

• Cash gifts totaling $25,000. 

• A cash pledge of $25,000 over five years with a 
minimum annual $5,000 donation. 

• A planned gift valued at $50,000 or more (in terms  
of future remainder benefit). 

 As an inpatient, membership provides you with: 

• Personal assistance to expedite the Emergency Center 
process as medically appropriate. 

• A bed ready upon admission, the best available for 
required treatment. 

• Assistance connecting with the most appropriate 
specialists. 

• Visits from a society representative to ensure your 
McQuade or Providence Society experience. 

• VIP dining menus and complimentary guest dining. 

• Peace of mind that a hospital manager is overseeing 
your needs. 

• Post-care contact to ensure all concerns are managed. 

• Free valet parking. 

 As an outpatient, members receive: 

• Assistance scheduling specialty physician  
appointments.

• Assistance scheduling diagnostic studies. 

• A personal escort to services as needed. 

• Free valet parking. 

For more information on joining the donor societies or to 
discuss your interests and giving opportunities, please call:

Providence Society: Emma Honsowetz, 248-465-5004 

McQuade Society: Beth Carter and Michele Harding, 
313-343-4602 

Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations

Donor societies offer special services for benefactors
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Flew Shot Invitational: The 8th annual event raised 
$100,000 to benefit the Surgical and Pediatric Services 
Expansion and Renovation project at Ascension St. John 
Hospital (see related story on page 7). The event was held  
on Oct. 25 at the premier sporting clay course at Fox Hollow 
Farms in Metamora. 

Thank you to the Cotton family for hosting the event and to 
the dedicated sponsors and supporters. Since its inception, 
the Flew Shot event has raised more than $500,000 for 
Ascension St. John Hospital. 

Thank you to our generous event sponsors
The sponsors listed here supported the Ascension St. John Foundation Flew Shot invitational event with $5,000 or 
more to benefit the Surgical and Pediatric Services Expansion and Renovation project. Thank you for your generosity!

Your event support enhances patient care

Fontbonne Auxiliary White Christmas Ball: The 66th annual 
event raised over $116,000 to support the new Pediatric 
Emergency Department at Ascension St. John Hospital, 
which will be separate from the adult Emergency Center. The 
reception desk in the new area will be named for the Font-
bonne. Nearly 400 guests attended the Dec. 7 event at The 
Dearborn Inn. The theme was “Rejoice and Be Glad.” 

Three physicians were honored: Muthayipalayam  
Thirumoorthi, MD, former Chief of Pediatrics; Melinda 
Karam, MD, a newly retired Ascension St. John pediatrician; 
and Robert Sills, DO, Director of Pediatric Emergency 
Medicine. In addition, Bob Hoban, Vice President, Foundation 
Development, Ascension Michigan, was recognized by the 
Fontbonne and THE GUILD for his commitment to the 
fundraising organizations.

The winning team is pictured here (l-r): Mike Cytacki, Lauren Best, 
Doug Fox and Drew VanTongeren. 

Lorna Zalenski, Fontbonne President, and Madeleine Phillips,  
Event Chair

All State Fastener

APEX Health

Argent Tape & Label

Ascension St. John Hospital

The Cracchiolo Family

The Cytacki Family

DeMaria

Ghafari Associates

GetixHealth

John E. Green Company

The Littmann Family

LoVasco Consulting Group

Medstar

Michigan Head & Spine Institute

National Coney Island

PVS Chemicals
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Donors generously support NICU despite Friends’ Ball cancellation

19

Dr. Michael Wiemann Mary and Dr. Fawzi Shaya Dr. Manhal Tobia

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the difficult decision was 
made to cancel this year’s Ascension Providence Friends’ Ball, 
which was scheduled for March 14. Although this was 
disappointing, the health and safety of our providers,  
associates, patients and our communities — including you, 
our generous supporters — is our top priority. Thank you to 
Event Chair Kelly Hurshe and her committee for all the work 
they did planning the event. 

Even though Friends’ Ball could not occur in person, many of 
you still chose to donate to the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
at Ascension Providence Hospital, Southfield, and $122,790 
was raised! Thank you for your loyalty and generosity during 
this challenging time! 

Unfortunately, we were also unable to fully celebrate our 
awardees, including Order of Charity Honorees Dr. Michael 
Wiemann, and Dr. Fawzi and Mrs. Mary Shaya and Family, 
and Caduceus Society Physician of the Year Dr. Manhal 
Tobia. Please scan the QR codes below to view their  
messages of gratitude. 
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Thank you for supporting the NICU  
at Ascension Providence Hospital
Thank you to our gracious donors who chose to support the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at Ascension  
Providence Hospital, Southfield Campus, despite the cancellation of Friends’ Ball. *

AIMS Construction

Alliance Mobile Health

Drs. Thomas and Ruth Anan

Robert Asmussen

The Baskin Foundation

Robert and Deanna Berman

Binson’s Home Health Care

Dr. William and Laura Blessed

Barbara Bowman

Dominic and Jennifer Caruso

Maureen and James Chadwick

Colliers International

Ann and David Conrad

Consultants in Cardiology

Consultants in Sleep & Pulmonary 
Medicine

Dr. Sean and Maria Coyle

DeMaria 

EDS Investment Properties

Dan and Susan Elsea

Dr. Nahid and Raja Elyas

Brian and Jan Fannon

Dr. Kristopher George

George W. Auch Co.

Jerry and Susan Gilman

The Holley Institute

Marina and Scott Houghton

Huron Valley Ambulance

Joe and Kelly Hurshe

David and Beverly Imesch

ITC Holdings

J & B Medical Supply

Chuck and Sandra Jacobowitz

Kitch Drutchas Wagner Valitutti  
& Sherbrook

Michigan State University College  
of Human Medicine

Novi Pediatric Associates  

Patrick and Jennifer O’Leary

Our Lady of Providence League

PACE Custom Printing

Providence Department of Family 
Medicine

Providence Medical Group

Providence Park League

Dr. Najah Rassam

RBC Wealth Management

Michael and Suzanne Schmidt

Schoolcraft College

Gary and Lisa Shiffman

Dr. Serge and Dina Sorser

Southfield Chamber of Commerce

Southfield Radiology Associates

Touchpoint

Dr. Cherolee and Darryl Trembath

Tom and Lynn Valade

Paul and Joyce Wascher

Whitehall Real Estate Interests

* List accurate at press time.
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Save the Date

For details, call 313-343-4530 or visit  
stjohnprovfoundations.org/events, unless  
other contact details are indicated.

Important note: Event dates are accurate as of print date. 
Ascension St. John and Providence Foundations reserve the 
right to postpone or cancel events based on the COVID-19 
situation. We will follow the guidance of Ascension  
leadership and state and national recommendations.

Climb to Beat Breast Cancer ~ Together Apart 
Challenge

Benefiting the Maria R. Lucarelli Endowment Fund, 
supporting the Ascension Southeast Michigan Breast 
Care Program

The Climb to Beat Breast Cancer, originally  
scheduled for June 20 on Mount Mansfield in 
Vermont, is now taking a “together apart” approach 
in 2020 in response to COVID-19. Climbers will 
participate in regional climbs or hikes close to their 
homes, between June 20 and Aug. 20 (depending  
on local weather and stay-at-home restrictions).  
To support a climber, visit:  
2020climb.blackbaud-sites.com.  
For more information, call 313-343-4530 or  
email specialevents@ascension.org.

Lochmoor Fights Cancer 
Aug. 12 
Lochmoor Club, Grosse Pointe Woods
Benefiting the Van Elslander Cancer Center 
Needy Patient Fund at Ascension St. John 
Hospital 

Jerome F. Williams Shootout for the Cure
Aug. 14 
St. Clair Golf Club, St. Clair
Benefiting the Jerome F. Williams Gastric 
Cancer Program at Ascension St. John Hospital

Providence Golf Classic
Aug. 17
Indianwood Golf and Country Club, Lake Orion
Benefiting Care of the Poor programs at  
Ascension Providence Hospital

Ascension St. John Medical Staff/GUILD  
Golf Outing 
Sept. 14
Lochmoor Club, Grosse Pointe Woods
Benefiting Ascension St. John Hospital
Call 313-343-3675 for details

Macomb-Oakland Golf Outing
Sept. 21
Cherry Creek Golf Club, Shelby Township
Benefiting Ascension Macomb-Oakland 
Hospital

Colors of Hope 5k Walk and Run
Fall 2020 (date TBD)
River Bends Park, Shelby Township
Benefiting the Van Elslander Cancer Center 
Needy Patient Fund at Ascension St. John 
Hospital

Fontbonne Auxiliary White Christmas Ball
Dec. 4
The Henry, Dearborn
Benefiting Ascension St. John Hospital
Call 313-343-3675 for details

Swing into Summer
June 2021 (date TBD)
St. Clair Golf Club, St. Clair
Benefiting Emergency Department enhance-
ments at Ascension River District Hospital
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New board members announced
David Conrad is a new member of  
the Ascension Providence Foundation 
Board of Trustees. He worked for  
17 years with Detroit Bank and Trust 
in many roles, advancing from 
Administrative Training to Assistant 
Branch Manager and several  

positions in Human Resources, including Director. David 
founded a consulting firm which worked with companies 
structuring job descriptions, salary administration, strategic 
planning software development and management  
development. He taught human resources classes at the 
University of Wisconsin Graduate School of Banking and 
various business associations. 

Anthony Kallabat is a new member 
of the Ascension St. John Foundation 
Board of Trustees, and he is serving 
as Chair of the Fund Development 
Committee. He is also on the Board of 
THE GUILD. Anthony has vast 
experience in the financial services 

industry. He joined Merrill Lynch Wealth Management in 
2017 and is currently a Wealth Management Advisor and 
Portfolio Advisor. Before Merrill Lynch, Anthony was a 
Portfolio Manager in the Wealth Management Private 
Banking Department for a local regional bank, and he  
worked at another bank in the Bank Trust Department. 

Foundation staff promoted
Lorraine Owczarek was promoted  
to Chief Development Officer for 
Ascension St. John Foundation,  
after serving in the interim role for 
eight months. She is overseeing 
fundraising efforts for Ascension  
St. John Hospital, Ascension River 

District Hospital and Ascension Macomb-Oakland Hospital, 
Warren and Madison Heights. She works closely with 
Administration, the Ascension St. John Foundation Board of 
Trustees and Foundation staff. Lorraine has been in various 
roles with Ascension for 29 years. Most recently, she served 
as Director of Operations for Ascension St. John and 
Providence Foundations. Before that, she was Events Lead  
for the Foundations.

Kim Tyle was promoted to Chief 
Development Officer for Ascension 
Providence Foundation, after serving 
in the interim role for eight months. 
She is overseeing fundraising efforts 
for Ascension Providence Hospital, 
Novi and Southfield; Ascension 

Brighton Center for Recovery; and Ascension Medical Center 
in Howell. She works closely with Administration, the 
Ascension Providence Foundation Board of Trustees and 
Foundation staff. Kim joined Ascension Providence Foundation 
in 2018 as Senior Development Officer. Previously, she 
worked for the Children’s Miracle Network at Beaumont 
Health; prior to that, she held hospitality management roles.

Announcements

New hospital president named
Gary Druskovich, MD, MBA, was appointed President and Chief Executive Officer 
of Ascension Macomb-Oakland Hospital, after serving as Interim President for 
several months. Previously, Dr. Druskovich was Chief Physician Officer and  
Chief Medical Officer for Ascension Borgess Hospital and Clinical Dyad Lead for 
Ascension Medical Group in Kalamazoo. An anesthesiologist by training,  
Dr. Druskovich earned an MBA from the University of Notre Dame, and he  
displays a keen understanding of today’s complex healthcare challenges.
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Thank you to the Novi and Southfield police departments  
for supporting the Believe in Miracles Fund at Ascension 
Providence Hospital. This fund provides emergency  
financial assistance for essential living needs to patients  
who are currently in cancer treatment at the Southfield  
or Novi campuses. 

Novi has supported the Believe in Miracles Fund in the past, 
and Southfield joined in the cause for the first time. 

Each police department donned a patrol vehicle in pink last 
October to raise breast cancer awareness and support 
Believe in Miracles. The vehicles made appearances  
throughout Southfield and Novi. For a minimum $5 donation, 
people could sign the vehicles with the name of a loved one or 
a wish for someone who has been impacted by breast cancer. 

The Novi police officers also again took part in “Movember,” 
a widespread effort in which men grow mustaches and beards 
to raise funds and bring awareness to men’s health issues. 

Proceeds from these efforts were donated to Ascension 
Providence to help cancer patients who are struggling 
financially while undergoing treatment. Thank you to the 
officers for their generosity above and beyond their selfless 
role to protect and serve the community. 

Police extend service role to support cancer patients

Staff and visitors came out to sign the Southfield police vehicle when 
it was on display at Ascension Providence Hospital, Southfield.


